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26th Annual Pensacola JazzFest Draws Large Crowds, 
Delivers Exciting Musical Performances

CHANGE! Wrappin’ Up the 
2009 Pensacola JazzFest 
 By Crystal Joy Albert, JazzFest Music Director  
 When you talk about change, you could say the 
JazzFest 2009 had quite a few! 
• We did it all on the Gazebo—no more second stage—

and still pretty fast between acts. 
• There was a new announcer, Mark Holiday; great job, 

Mark.  
• Roger Villines with  

diligent research found a 
new company, Event  
Production and  
Management from  
Milton, to do sound  
reinforcement in the park. 
Kudos to our sound  
technicians, Dave Herget 
and Dana Daniel. 

•  A new source for a  
concert grand piano  
was also in order. Bill  
Dollarhide answered our 
call and even had an upright for Seville Quarter in case 
we had to move due to rain. Thank you, Bill! 

• We hired Sally’s Island Catering to supply our VIP 
tent and Musician’s tent with fine food for both days. 

• After dear Andy Metzger left us in pursuit of excit-
ing things, we hired a new administrator. Kathy Lyon 
took over for a seamless transition. Great job Kathy! 

•  Mike Craney from E. W. Bullock was like a guard-
ian Angel. Not only was he a great publicist, he also 
helped us with our website and any little emergencies 
that came up. Thank you Mike! 

• We had to find new lodging for our musicians. Thank 
you Quality Inn, Pensacola, New World Landing 
Hotel and Lee House. And thanks to Roger and  
Norman for finding them! 

Continued on Page 3

Above: JazzFest Music 
Director Crystal Joy-Albert. 
(Photo: Howard Martin

The headliners at the 2009 Pensacola 
JazzFest delivered outstanding 
performances to large, enthusiastic 
crowds.  Top: Chuchito Valdéz’ dynamic 
piano style had the crowd on their feet.  
Above: Groove Society’s a cappella vocals 
were an amazing blend. Right: Joe Grans-
den’s smooth vocals and stellar trumpet 
performance was a great combination. 
Below: The traditional New Orleans-style 
John Royen Sextet was a crowd pleaser.
(Photos: Michael Loftis)



Ø Jazz Happenings Ø
 

uMon. May 18, 6:00 pm—Jazz Gumbo: 
The Randers Big Band, Phineas Phogg’s Room in 
Seville Quarter, 130 E. Government St. 
The Randers Big Band is considered one of the swingingest big 
bands in Denmark, and this is no small thanks to the band’s musical 
leader, Ole Koch Sørensen, who has brought his own personal 
dedication and motivation to the group for the past 13 years. Critics 
praise the band for its big, healthy sound and for the precise, lively 
and dynamic ensemble work that is one of its hallmarks. Randers 
Big Band’s repertoire is extensive and eclectic, ranging from time-
honored classics from the big band libraries of the Basie, Ellington, 
and Woody Herman bands to slightly “newer” compositions by the 
likes of Thad Jones, Stan Kenton, and Bill Holmann, and including 
charts by many of today’s top arrangers - names like Bob Mintzer, 
Tom Kubis, Bob Florence and many others. This will be an interest-
ing evening for listening and dancing. 

uMonday, June 1, 2009 - Jazz Jam at Jambalaya’s.  
Held at Jambalya’s Grill and Oyster Bar, 51 Gulf Breeze Parkway, 
Gulf Breeze. (inside Bay Beach Inn, just across the 3-mile Bridge 
from Pensacola). The Jazz Jam begins at 7:00 p.m. Admission is 
$5.00 per person. Performing musicians are invited to sit-in and 
they are admitted free. Jambalaya’s offers a full menu and a well-
stocked bar.  Roger Villines, trumpeter and director of the PJC 
jazz ensemble, leads the session.  The beauty of a jam session 
is that one gets to hear combination of musicians not likely to be 
heard elsewhere.  The music is spontaneous and creative, and you’ll 
enjoy the energy as musicians of all ages, abilities and backgrounds 
mix it up on stage. Great  music, and always fun! 

uMon. June 15, 6:00 pm—Jazz Gumbo: Josh Walker Trio
Phineas Phogg’s Room in Seville Quarter, 130 E. Government St. 
Joshua Walker is a versatile guitarist and composer who became 
available to JSOP as part of a Southern tour this summer. A gradu-
ate of VCU in Richmond, VA, he has studied with Gary Thomas, 
Greg Osby, Paul Bollenback and Michael Formanek at The Peabody 
Institute of the Johns Hopkins University. He was awarded the 
Charlie Byrd Endowment for Guitar, and has opened up for Randy 
Brecker, Pat and Joe LaBarbara and has performed at The Montreal 
International Jazz Festival and International Jazz Educator’s 
Conference in Toronto, and numerous other jazz festivals. Joshua 
has performed on the same concert bill as Charlie Byrd; with Joe 
Byrd, Alvestar Garnett, and with Johnny Thunder of ‘The Drifters’. 
Joshua has also played at many well-known jazz clubs as a leader 
and a sideman and has released a CD of original material. More info 
can be found at: www.joshuawalker.net

FUTURE EVENTS- Mark Your Calendars Now!

uMonday, July 6, 2009 - Jazz Jam at Jambalaya’s.  

uMon. July 20, 6:00 pm—Jazz Gumbo: Vocalist Kathy Lyon

Bill Goggins 1936-2009
William F. “Bill” Goggins died April 24.  Bill and wife Barbara 
were longtime, active participants in the Jazz Society of Pensaco-
la.  They have been active on several committees and volunteers 
at our annual Pensacola JazzFest.  Bill was retired from the Air 
Force with 28 years of service including three tours of duty in 
Viet Nam.  Bill and Barbara were active members of the Unitar-
ian Universalist Church, Pensacola. Bill will be sorely missed.  
We will remember Barbara in our thoughts and prayers. Should 
you wish to drop Barbara a note, the address is   Azalea Trace 
#1215, 10,100 Hillview Road, Pensacola, FL 32514.

Jazz Picnic & Business Meeting
Set for Sunday, June 7  
    The Jazz Society and the Pensacola Yacht Club will again 
partner for the Jazz Picnic on Sunday, June 7. The event will 
again take place in the ballroom at the Pensacola Yacht Club, 
Cypress & “M” Streets, Pensacola. 
    A brief business meeting and election will begin at 3:30 pm, 
followed by picnic, music and dancing from 4:00 to 6:00 pm. 
The menu will be include hamburgers, hot dogs, fried fish, po-
tato salad, beans and dessert, all prepared with that special PYC 
touch. The music will be furnished by the Dixieland Dandies, a 
talented collaboration of local artists that is always popular with 
the JSOP membership. 
    The event is for JSOP and PYC members and guests. Reser-
vations and payment are required prior to deadline noon Wed. 
June 3. Cost is $20.00 per person. Cash bar will be available. 
(Yacht club can take cash or checks, but no credit cards.) Call 
the Jazz Society at 433-8382 for reservations during office hours 
(Tues.-Fri. 9:00 am – 1:00 pm).  JSOP administrator Kathy Lyon 
can take your credit card for payment, or you may mail your 
check to JSOP, P.O. Box 18337, Pensacola FL  32523-8337. 



JazzFest performers (clockwise from 
right): Holly Shelton, Cynthia Domulot 
(of the Guffman Trio), Kitt Lough, 
Bobby Van Deusen, Fred Domulot and 
Tom Latenser (of the Guffman Trio). 
(Photos: Michael Loftis)  
Below:  Mike Potters, leading the 
Kazoo and Harmonica Jam Session for 
Kids. (Photo: Norman Vickers)

JazzFest Wrap-Up, Continued 

• We added Arts & Crafts exhibitors for  
   the first time to JazzFest. Thanks to 
   Frits Forrer for getting us off the 
   ground and even getting us started for 
   next year. 
• The “Kids Only Jazz Jam with 
   Harmonicas and Kazoos” was again  

led by guitarist/vocalist Mike Potters. It was so  
successful that Gulf Coast Jazz Society of Panama City is 
considering doing it at their festival in October. 

• We cross-promoted with the Pensacola Wine Festival in 
addition to the Phillips Jazz Piano Competition. That was 
very beneficial, and we’ll do it again next year. 

• We even added gift basket raffles thanks to Peggy   
 Minnich, our new information booth volunteer. Peg,   
 we’re proud of you.  
Fortunately, some things didn’t change!  
• Our jovial festival director, Chuck Minnich has the job 

down to a science. Great job, Chuck! 
• Norm Vickers watched out for EVERYTHING, solved 

problems, did publicity, got sponsors, supplied us with his 
lovely camellias and kept a constant eye on the weather! 

• Board President Roger Villines put a steady hand on  
the wheel and found sound support and also lodging  
sponsors! Great work, Roger. 

• Kat Villines shared her wonderful talent to produce our 
beautiful program and signs and all things graphic. 

• Glen Perry kept his VIP’s very happy. 
• Joel Muncie and his team 
    had the merchandise booth 
    humming with sales! 
• John Matthews and his 
   volunteers made it happen 
   at the Beer and Wine tent! 

• Larry and Kathy Beall and Connie Synco sold lots of  
posters—even originals from years past! 

• David McDowell-Fleming ensured Chuchito got where 
he needed to go in comfort and style. 

• I fluctuated between enjoying the music and worrying 
about the time between sets.  

But speaking about music, some say it was the best ever! 
There was certainly a variety...   

• Traditional was well represented by John Royen’s  
Sextet from NOLA. 

• I personally swooned to Joe Gransden’s smooth vocals 
and trumpet. 

• I was amazed at the piano pyrotechnics of Chuchito  
Valdés. 

•  The surprising sounds of Groove Society had folks  
 looking for their rhythm section! 
• Our regional artists kept the groove going with great sets  
 by Holly Shelton, Kitt Lough, Bobby Van Deusen and  
 The Guffman Trio with guest saxophonists, Sandy 
 Spivey and Charlie DeChant from the Hall and Oates   

group who were at the Civic Center that Sunday night. 
• The Phillips Jazz Piano Competition winner, Jiri 

Levicek, from the University of North Texas, delighted 
us with his set with drummer George Neidorf and  
bassist Tom Latenser. 

• The school bands and combos seemed to play with much 
pride on the Gazebo. They were all outstanding.  

But in the end, as the French say: 
 “ The more things change, the more they stay the same”!!  
    Until next year, Yours, 
     Crystal JoyMore JazzFest 
Photos on Page 4
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Building Contractors, Inc.
850-554-6659
P.O. Box 1195, Gulf Breeze FL 32562

Quality Construction Since 1986

State License #CBC060279

Ø

Above: The 
Navarre H.S. 
Jazz Band.

Left: A beautiful 
spring day in 
Seville Square 
was a perfect 
setting for the 
2009 JazzFest.

Above: John Matthews and volunteers 
in the Beer & Wine Tent. 
(Photo: Norman Vickers)

Below: Peggy Minnich and some of 
her Information Booth volunteers 
(Photo: Norman Vickers)

Left: Phillips Jazz Piano Competition 
winner Jiri Levicek played on Sunday. 

Left: The PJC Jazz Band.
Below left: The PJC Jazz Combo.
Below: Chuck Minnich, JazzFest 
director, talks with the Marines 
from the Pensacola 
NAS who provided
assistance. (Photo: 
Norman Vickers)

Above: The Booker T. 
Washington H.S. Jazz 
Band. 

Above: The UWF Jazz Combo.

Above: The NWF State College Jazz Band.

Photos by Michael 
Loftis unless otherwise 
indicated.  See more 
JazzFest photos at
www.loftisphoto.com

Above: The UWF 
Jazz Band.



The Blenders: (L-R)
Don Tucker (drums),
John Bodet (guitar),
Blane Butler (vocals 
and sax), Joe Long 
(bass).

Right: JSOP President 
Roger Villines thanks 
Ann Pleune for 
sponsoring the March 
Jazz Gumbo.

More photos at
www.jazzpensacola.com

Images from March Jazz Gumbo 
featuring The Blenders
(Photos: Michael Loftis, www.loftisphoto.com)

The President Blows His Horn

Great JazzFest and JSOP Year
By Roger Villines

 As our JSOP fiscal year (July thru June) approaches its end, I will 
add a few echoing comments to Crystal’s Wrappin’ Up article on 
page one plus a few other miscellaneous tidbits. 
 What a great 2009 Pensacola JazzFest! Finally got some good 
weather. And the people came. And the music was good. Please 
add my thanks to all the JSOP volunteers who made this significant 
Pensacola music event happen. And special thanks to Chuck 
Minnich, our JazzFest Director, for making all the nuts 
and bolts fit together, and Crystal Joy Albert, for 
putting together yet another fantastic jazz show. 
And what a great deal our JazzFest is…
 As our group that went to the French 
Quarter Jazz Festival in New Orleans recently walked the half mile or 
so between stages, carrying chairs and bags of stuff, arriving to a sea 
of people, squeezing into a spot behind a statue, wondering where we 
could buy a drink or do other things, finally getting situated to enjoy 
today’s Original Dixieland Jazz Band—I thought to myself, “what a 
great deal our JazzFest is.” In beautiful Seville Square park, every-
thing easy and accessible, a variety of great music, a few steps to the 
beer and wine tent, free to the general public…what a great deal our 
JazzFest is! And, by the way, we did have a great time at the New 
Orleans French Quarter Festival. I highly recommend that experience 
too (special thanks to Dave Jenson for leading this years bus tour). 
But it did make me appreciate what a great deal our JazzFest is…
 And now for miscellaneous tid bits: JazzJam was again a very fun 
time this past Monday (photos next issue). Jambalaya’s was a packed 
house, and lots of jammers joined in the music making. JazzJam has 
been a very successful almost 2-year adventure. The upcoming Jazz 
Gumbo will be exciting with the Randers Big Band from Denmark. 
What an unexpected treat! I can’t wait to hear them. Check their 
website out at http://www.randersbigband.dk/ (some interpretation 
required if you don’t read Danish). Lastly for now, please make 
reservations for our June picnic and business meeting on Sunday, 
June 7, at the Pensacola Yacht Club. After a short business meeting 
at 3:30 p.m. (where we will mostly talk about how good we did last 
year), good food and good jazz by the Dixieland Dandies will be 
enjoyed by all. See more details on page 2, call in your reservation, 
and we will see you there on June 7.
 So there you have it—we put on a really great JazzFest and 
are about to end the JSOP 08-09 fiscal year on a very high note. 
I promise a long and thought-provoking treatise on some jazz 
related subject of great interest in the July newsletter. 
See you at Jazz Gumbo.

Image from March Jazz Jam @ Jambalaya’s 
(Photo: Michael Loftis, www.loftisphoto.com) 
Because of space limitations this issue due to JazzFest, we regret not 
being able to run more photos of some of our recent events.  You can 
go online to www.jazzpensacola.com and www.loftisphoto.com to 
find entire galleries of photos for JSOP events.



T  T
Pressing into the future

TMT Printing & Mailing

check out our new website:
www.tmtprinting.com

wOw!

We support the Jazz Society of Pensacola

T 850.432.8300  •  F 850.432.7503
10 East Jordan Street  •  Pensacola, Florida 32501

Your total printing & mailing one-stop shop

•  One color to full color

•  Stationary, envelopes, business cards

•  Postcards and rack cards

•  Catalogs and booklets

•  Newsletters, brochures and flyers

•  Business forms and medical forms

•  Special event invitations and accessories

•  Complete mailing facility

• We do it all faster and better

Ø

Help Our Membership Grow
Do you have friends or family who enjoy 
good music and socializing with friendly people?  
Invite them to join you at one of our Gumbos or Jazz Jams -- 
and encourage them to become a member!  Pickup a few of our  
membership brochures and “Upcoming Events” flyers, and share 
them with anyone who might be interested. Bringing in new members 
is essential to keeping our organization growing and fresh.  We 
welcome your ideas about how to reach out to new audiences.  

Renewing Members
Shirley Paddock - Pensacola
Sal Salaz and Gail Brewer - Destin
Jim Wanke - Lillian AL
Joyce and Victor Demarest - Pensacola
William and Frances Ropp - Pensacola
Stella Hopkins - Pensacola
Norman and Faye Roberts - Pensacola
Jean Hafner - Pensacola
John Wieck and Betty Hirschman - Destin
Huntley Johnson - Pensacola
Victor and Tina Nielsen - Pensacola
Nicholas Varkonyi - Ft. Walton Beach
Howard Rein - Pensacola
Ron and Carole Josh - Pensacola
Larry and Judy Wojcik - Petosky MI
Claude and Marcelle Mullen - Pensacola
Frank Sansone and Gail Honea - Pensacola
Barbara and Marcus Todd - Pensacola
Pat Tunison - Gulf Breeze
Donald Dahnk - Pensacola
James and Marianne Perry - Santa Rosa Bch
Mary Newman - Pensacola
Jewell Keicher - Pensacola
Lt. Col. Jason and Tara Miller - Gulf Breeze
Tom Botsford - Pensacola
Farrell Stearns - Pensacola
Ray and Carol Ascherfeld - Gulf Breeze
Joel and Ruth Henderson - Lillian AL
John and Carolyn Brick - Pensacola
Curtis Whaley - Gulf Breeze

Ø

Jim and Jean McGill - Pensacola
Paul and Marliese Herrick - Pensacola
Larry and Kathy Beall - Pensacola
Patricia Spencer - Pensacola Beach
Barbara Borik - Gulf Breeze
James Webster - Pensacola
Roger and Ellen Vinson - Pensacola
Woody Edwards - McKinney, TX
Steve Quinnell - Gulf Breeze
Diane Dransfield - Pensacola Beach
Jeff and Linde Lynn - Elberta AL
Joe and Petrea Tomko - Pensacola
E.J. and Lynn Sacks - Pensacola
Donald and Janet Lewis - Lillian AL
Ethel A. Tamburello - Pensacola
John and Lisa Dombroskie - Cantonment

New Members
Frankie Reynolds - Navarre
Vincent Smith - Pensacola
Judith Atkinson and Bonita Boggs 
    - Pensacola
Len Van Nood - Gulf Breeze
Norm and Nina Fritz - Pensacola
Wayne Jobe - Meadville, PA
Robert W. Lowell - Pensacola
Dianne Land - Pensacola
Gerald Wingate - Pensacola
Nancy and Marty Holmes - 
     London, Ontario Canada
Mike and Connie Sidebottom - 
     Pensacola

Images from April Jazz Gumbo with 
the UWF and PJC Jazz Bands
(Photos: Michael Loftis, www.loftisphoto.com, unless otherwise 
indicated)

Right and below: PJC 
Jazz Band performs 
at the April Jazz 
Gumbo. Dancing in 
the foreground are 
newlyweds Al and 
Corinne Swann.

Right: JSOP member Dave Jenson, 
with new JSOP members Nancy and 
Marty Holmes of Ontario, Canada. 
(Photo: Norman Vickers)

Above and Left: 
UWF Jazz Band performs 
at April Jazz Gumbo.
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Board President - Roger Villines (2010) - 850-479-9983

ADMINISTRATOR: Kathy Lyon
Office hours:  Tuesday thru Friday, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm

Membership is open to the public on a nondiscriminatory 
basis.  The purpose of the Society is to promote jazz, en-
courage jazz scholarship and have periodic meetings where 
jazz may be performed for the members and the general 
public.  Membership is $35 per year; $50 for couples; $5 for 
students.  Corresponding membership (outside 100 miles) is 
$20 per year.  Additional membership packages are available 
as follows: Partner - $150; Patron - $250; Benefactor - $500; 
Sponsor - $1,000.  Call the Jazz Society of Pensacola office 
or go to www.jazzpensacola.com for details.

Website - www.jazzpensacola.com

Email - jsop1@juno.com
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Charter Member - Jazz Education Network
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Crystal Joy Albert (2009)
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Chuck Minnich (2009)
850-492-4667
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850-626-2017

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name __________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City ____________________________________________

State ____________________ Zip ___________________

Home Ph: ____________ Other Ph: ____________

Email __________________________________________

Mail with payment to:

Jazz Society of Pensacola
P.O. Box 18337
Pensacola, FL  32523-8337

Make check payable to Jazz Society of Pensacola 

Visa, MasterCard & American Express accepted - call 433-8382

Website: www.jazzpensacola.com

Please check the expiration date on your mailing label.  If your 
membership is due for renewal, please renew now! It saves us 
time and money if we don’t have to mail notices.  We hate to 
lose any members, but we can’t afford to continue mailing to 
those who don’t support us through their paid membership.

Please check the expiration date on your 
mailing label.  If your membership is 
due for renewal, please renew now!

___ Cell
___ Work

Jazz Society of Pensacola
P.O. Box 18337
Pensacola, FL  32523-8337
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