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 Phillips Competition Winnner, Donald Vega

It’s a Wrap…Again!
by Crystal Joy-Albert

Anticipation was great on Friday for our 25th anniversary 
festival.  Set-up in Seville Square went smoothly, thanks to Chuck 
Minnich.  The weather was perfect.  Finally, the day we had worked 
for arrived - along with the rain.  But that didn’t dampen our spirits.  
John MacDonnell spoke those magic words without benefit of mi-
crophone in his beautiful booming bass voice: “This is the start of 
the Pensacola Jazz Festival!”  Off we went acoustically with UWF 
Jazz Band with director Joe Spaniola.

That was one of the best bands ever from UWF.  We gathered 
around the Gazebo and cheered them on.  The crowd was growing 
just in time for Butch Thompson Big Three.  This was all without 
amplification.  The crew from WUWF was working feverishly to 
make it work in spite of puddles near the equipment.  Nevertheless, 
the music sounded great.  Then, all of a sudden, the speakers worked 
and the park came alive!

After that, the day settled down to what we expected - a gather-
ing crowd, good food, and superb music.

The Guffman Trio made their JazzFest debut, and it was a 
very successful one!  They also provided a very sensitive backing 
for Holly Shelton who never sounded better!  The Shelly Berg 
Trio thrilled us and Shelly practically danced off the piano bench 
with his infectious enthusiasm.  Then, Bob Maksymkow joined 
the group for a great set.  My surprise was the Rick Lollar trio, 
which played an obscure Charlie Mingus tune - a favorite of mine 
titled “Precognition.”  Then came the band we had been waiting 
for - The Jazz Guardians!  They played until almost 9:00 p.m. to 
an enthusiastic crowd.

Sunday was a good day!  Our own JSOP President made his 
debut as director of the PJC Jazz Band.  They got us off to a rousing 
start.  Great job, Roger!  Next, we were delighted to hear the winner 
of the Phillips Piano Competition, Donald Vega.

The rest of the day ran smoothly with repeat performances by 
our headliners, a successful clinic for students on “Music for Mov-
ies” by Alan Hewitt, plus a swinging set by the Dixieland Dandies 
featuring our master of the keyboard, Bobby VanDeusen.  They got 
the crowd ready for our final act, The Jazz Guardians!  

All of this would not have been possible without our sponsors, 
dedicated volunteers and music lovers who support us all year 
long.  I will add my personal thanks to David, Martha and Debbie 
who provided transportation and warm hospitality to our visiting 
musicians.

Now we begin all over again for PENSACOLA JAZZ FEST 
2009 – April 4 & 5 in Seville Square.  See you there!!

The Jazz Guardians from Fort McPherson, GA brought their big 
band sound to the 2008 JazzFest.

 L-R, Butch Thompson, Jimmy Mazzy and Duke Heitger 
of Butch Thompson Big Three



Upcoming Events for Vocalist Kathy Lyon

uSunday, May 11 (Mother’s Day) - 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. - The Big City 
American Bistro’s legendary brunch, featuring Kathy Lyon and the Jazz 
Mackerels.  This is the perfect treat for Mom on her special day!  Located 
at 171 Brooks St. SE in Fort Walton Beach.

uWednesday, June 11 - 6:30 p.m. - Summer Serenade series at St. 
Christopher’s Episcopal Church, 3200 N. 12th Ave, Pensacola.  This event 
takes place on the lawn if the weather’s nice, or inside the church hall, so 
it happens rain or shine.  Joining Kathy will be Ted Garrett on guitar, Dick 
Reinlie on drums, and a bass player to be named.

uFriday & Saturday June 13-14 – Kathy is joined by Burt Kimberl for 
two nights of performances in Shaker’s Martini Lounge at the Hollywood 
Casino in Bay St. Louis, MS.

uSunday, June 22 - 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. - The Big City American 
Bistro’s legendary brunch, featuring Kathy Lyon and the Jazz Mackerels.  
Located at 171 Brooks St. SE in Fort Walton Beach.

For more details on these events, go to Kathy’s website -
www.KathyLyonMusic.com

Ø Ø Ø

Ø Jazz Notes Ø
uThursdays in May – Gulf Breeze Elementary presents Jazz Jellyfish 
Café with meals served from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  In this program, Leslie 
Jolly, third-grade teacher at Gulf Breeze Elementary School, takes two 
classes and teaches them about the business of running a restaurant.  Joe 
Occhipinti has brought in a group to perform each of the past four years.  
Norm Vickers attended the classes in December and did a presentation 
about the Jazz Society and did a sing-along with the children.  The Jazz 
Society will be one of the three recipients of a donation from the Jazz 
Jellyfish Café.  This is a great way to support the participating children 
and the Jazz Society.  The cost is $12.00 for adults and $8.00 for children 
ages eight and younger.  For details, reservations & tickets, call Leslie 
Jolly at 418-5511.

uFriday & Saturday, May 16 & 17 – The Al Martin Entertainment Company 
presents “The Magic of Music” at WSRE’s Amos Studio, located on the 
PJC Main campus.  This event features Martin on piano and as master of 
ceremonies and and also includes vocalists Jo Mayo, Holly Shelton, Saun-
dra Daggs and David Washington.  The cost is $30.00 for general seating 
and $40.00 for floor seating.  Tickets are available at Reynalds Music House 
downtown (438-1628); The Gathering Awareness Book Center, 2737 N. “E” 
St. (438-4882); or Rein’s Formal Wear, 527 Brent Lane (478-6533).  
NOTE: Al plays each Tuesday through Thursday at the Olive Drop on 
Pensacola Beach, and also has some Friday night gigs at the Elk’s Club 
on Pensacola Beach.  

uMonday, May 19 - Jazz Gumbo beginning at 6:00 p.m. in 
Seville Quarter’s Phineas Phogg’s room.  The Playground Big Band from 
Fort Walton Beach will perform.  Admission is $10.00 for the public an d 
$7.00 for JSOP members.  Admission includes a free cup of gumbo. 

uVocalist Kitt Lough and Pianist Dave Shelander perform at 600 South 
– a wine bar located at New World Landing, 600 S. Palafox - on Thursday 
evenings, 7:00-10.00 p.m..  Details: 432-5254. 

uMonday, June 2 - Jazz Jam @ eat!, 386 N. Palafox St., beginning at 
7:00 p.m.  Admission is $5.00; light hors d’oeuvres and cash bar.

uMonday, June 16 - The Jazz Gumbo will feature vocalist Kathy Lyon.
Kathy will be joined by Burt Kimberl on piano, Greg Brown on saxophone, 
and a drummer and bassist TBD. 

For more information, please call the Jazz Society office at 433-8382, send 
and e-mail to jsop1@juno.com, or visit www.jazzpensacola.com

Ø Ø Ø
Upcoming Events for The Guffman Trio

uThe Guffman Trio (with guitarist Jim Ates) performs every Wednes-
day, 7:00-10:00 p.m., at Pandora’s Steakhouse and Lounge, 1226 Santa 
Rosa Blvd., Fort Walton Beach (850-244-8669)
 
uMay 9, May 30, June 6 & June 21 – 9:30 p.m. – The Guffman Trio 
performs at 600 South in New World Landing, downtown Pensacola.   
9:30 p.m.

uSunday, May 18 - Seaside Jazz Festival (“A Journey Through Jazz”) 
at Seaside, FL.  
The Guffman Trio performs with Ted Shumate at 3:00 p.m.
Web site: www.SeasideFloridaJazzFestival08.com 
Call 866-579-5424 for tickets/information.

uFriday, June 13 – 7:00 p.m. – Cynthia Domulot of the Guffman Trio 
appears with Holly Shelton at the Santa Rosa Beach Club, Santa Rosa 
Beach, Scenic Highway 30-A. 

For more details on these events, call (850) 543-1005
(407) 927-6215; or go to www.myspace.com/theguffmantrio



The President Toots His Horn   

	

“All Kinds of Jazz” Society

By Roger Villines

I like to think of JSOP as an “All Kinds of Jazz” Society.  Jazz 
societies and clubs are roughly divided into two groups: those that 
are primarily about Classic/Traditional/Dixieland jazz, and those that 
are about jazz in general.  JSOP is clearly in the latter group. 

My first impression upon moving to Pensacola back in 2003 
was that JSOP membership reflected pretty diverse jazz tastes.  This 
perception has stood the test of time and was evidenced in our 2006 
membership survey.  Survey respondents were asked to rank their 
preference for eight general jazz styles.  Top three preferences were 
Big Band/Swing, Blues/Soul and New Orleans/Classic/Dixieland.  
Remaining preferences were pretty evenly spread among Cool/West 
Coast, Latin, Fusion/Smooth and Bop/Hard Bop, in that order.  While 
results indicated some group leanings toward the top three, they also 
showed broad fondness for a variety of jazz.

This favoring of a variety of jazz styles is reflected in our Jazz 
Gumbo programming, our JazzFest lineups and even in our Jazz Jam 
selections.  There are simply too many styles and differing personal 
preferences to be narrowly exclusive regarding what kind of jazz 
we present.  Hence, we feature and promote a variety of styles to be 
most appealing, interesting and fun for a diverse jazz audience. 

The styles of jazz are indeed many and diverse.  Allmusic.
com outlines nine major jazz styles with 61 sub-categories.  The 
main categories according to allmusic.com, listed in approximate 
chronological order, are New Orleans/Classic Jazz, Big Band/Swing, 
Bop, Cool, Hard Bop, Free Jazz, Soul Jazz/Groove, Fusion and Latin 
Jazz/World Fusion.  The descriptive paragraphs would fill several 
JSOP Newsletters, so I urge you to go to http://www.allmusic.com, 
hit the “jazz” button, and explore the various categories and essays 
presented.  Somewhere in there you will find any kind of jazz you 
like, and maybe discover something new to check out.  The freedom 
and innovation inherent in jazz has resulted in a vast array of styles 
that will continue to expand in the future.  Promoting and enjoying 
jazz in general best ensures the vibrant future life of a jazz society 
because the group happenings can go where the music leads.

Another great characteristic of jazz style evolution is that old 
styles don’t go away. New styles are simply added to the list.  Some 
musicologists must then come up with a new name for the new 
style, and the jazz tree gets another branch.  One reason for this is 
the recorded anthology of jazz has preserved every style from 1917 
to the present.  One can hear, one can enjoy, one can imitate, and 
one can learn from all the preserved jazz recordings.  Whatever 
kind of jazz you like, it is happening somewhere, and a lot of it is 
happening here.

So there you have it. There are many jazz styles. There are many 
individual preferences.  We feature and promote a variety of jazz for 
a variety of people, making JSOP an “All Kinds of Jazz” Society.  
Did I mention we are also a “Friends in Jazz” Society, so come with 
a friend to the next Jazz Jam or Gumbo and enjoy the music.

Jazz Picnic & Business Meeting Sunday, June 8

The Jazz Society and the Pensacola Yacht Club will again partner 
for the Jazz Picnic on Sunday, June 8.  A brief business meeting and 
election will begin at 3:30 p.m. followed by picnic, music and dancing 
from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m.

Crystal Joy Albert, who is in charge of arrangements with the 
Yacht Club, reports that the menu will be typical picnic fare - hamburg-
ers, hot dogs, fried fish, potato salad, beans and dessert - all prepared 
with that special PYC touch.  Board President Roger Villines said, 
“We are pleased to have PYC join with us for this entertaining event.  
There is considerable overlap in our membership and, judging from our 
previous joint ventures, even more enthusiasm for the good music.”

Speaking of which, the music will be furnished by the Dixieland 
Dandies, a talented collaboration of local artists who were well received 
during our recent Pensacola JazzFest and will be featured later in the 
summer at one of the Thursday Evenings in Old Seville Square.

The event is for JSOP and PYC members and guests and will 
be held inside the ballroom at the Pensacola Yacht Club located at 
Cypress and “M” Streets.  Reservations are required prior to deadline 
noon Wednesday, June 4. Cost is $20.00 per person.  Cash bar will be 
available (Yacht Club can take cash or checks, but no credit cards). 
Call the Jazz Society at 433-8382 for reservations during office hours 
of 9:00 a.m. to noon weekdays.  JSOP administrator Andy Metzger 
can take your AMEX, Visa or MasterCard for payment or you may mail 
your check to JSOP, PO Box 18337, Pensacola, FL 32523-8337.

Matthews Nominated for Three-Year Term on JSOP Board

The nominating committee has named John Matthews candidate for 
a three-year term on the JSOP Board of Directors.  John has served by 
appointment on the Board for the past year, replacing Sharon Muncie, who 
resigned from the Board for health reasons.  He is now eligible for election 
for a three-year term.

John and wife Nancy have long been valu-
able members of the Jazz Society.  In addition to 
Board duties, he has served as chair of the beer 
and wine tent since 2006. A native of Laurel, 
Mississippi, John served in the U.S Army, retir-
ing as Colonel.  He is also an active member of 
PYC as past Commodore and currently as Gulf 
Yachting Association Coordinator. John is also 
a member of Christ Episcopal Church where he 
is a choir member and a lay reader.

According to the by-laws, nominations may be made from the floor 
provided the Society has prior ten-day written notice and permission from 
the nominee.

Matthews



Images from the 

2008 Pensacola JazzFest
JazzFest photos in this issue by Ron Besser Howard Martin,  & Norm Vickers 

Pianist Shelley Berg was there with his trio.

Saxophonist Lou Stalnaker and Cornetist Charlie Cetti 
of The Dixieland Dandies

The Escambia High School Jazz Band, 
directed by Doug Holsworth

Saxophonist Katie Hubbard of the Pensacola Junior College 
Jazz Band, directed by Roger VillinesPensacola Junior College Jazz Band trombone section



Despite the rainy weekend for JazzFest 2008, a nice crowd was on hand for Sunday’s music.

Saxophonist Bob Maksymkow Dancers in the square - always a happy sight at JazzFest!

Cut
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There are numerous skills involved in being an 
expert festival manager.  Above, Pensacola 

JazzFest Director, Chuck Minnich, demonstrates his 
expertise with orange and white barrels.



The Jazz Society of Pensacola is funded, in part, by the Escambia County Tourist 
Development Council and by donors to the United Arts Fund of the Arts Council of 
Northwest Florida; and by the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of 
Cultural Affairs, and the Florida Arts Council.

Renewing Members
Ray and Carol Ascherfeld - Gulf Breeze

Larry and Kathy Beall – Pensacola

Danya Bowers - Fort Walton Beach, FL

Walt Brown - Gulf Shores, AL

Robert and Jean Cafarelli - North Syracuse, NY

Fred and Alice Carson - Foley, AL

Charles Cetti - Pensacola

Billie S. Chappell – Pensacola

Donald Dahnk - Pensacola

Victor and Joyce Demarest – Pensacola

Gene Rosenbaum and Chris Gilmore – 

   Pensacola

Bob and Radine Gray - McMinnville, TN

John Halligan – Pensacola

Mike and Nancy Hanna - Theodore, AL

Joel and Ruth Henderson - Lillian, AL

Jane S. Horne - Orange Beach, AL

Curtis Whaley and Sandee Houston - 

   Gulf Breeze

Ron and Carole Josh – Pensacola

Mike Lynch - Pensacola

Jeff and Linde Lynn - Elberta, AL

Samuel and Betty McNeely - Pensacola Beach

Claude and Marcelle Mullen – Pensacola

Joel and Sharon Muncie - Pace

Neve Norton - Fox Island, WA

Steven E. Quinnell - Gulf Breeze

Shirley Paddock – Pensacola

David L. Prince - Lillian, AL

Arthur and Carole Schreiber - Gulf Breeze

Katherine Soukup - Milton

Connie Synco - Lillian, AL

Pat Tunison - Gulf Breeze

Nicholas Varkonyi - Fort Walton Beach, FL

Roger and Ellen Vinson - Pensacola

Gladys Williamson - Pensacola

Larry and Judy Wojcik - Gulf Breeze

New Members
Mark A. Dufva – Pensacola

Frits and Katy Forrer - Gulf Breeze

Paul Herrick – Pensacola

Leonard Hock and Ann Gardner - Gulf Breeze

Jewell Kay Keicher – Pensacola

Ann C. Pleune - Pensacola

Dr. Herman Rolfs - Gulf Breeze

Norman and Pat Thomas -  Pensacola

Lepoleon Williams - Pensacola



Jazz Society of Pensacola 
Newsletter

Published six times yearly
P.O. Box 18337 • Pensacola, FL  32523-8337 • 850-433-8382

DIRECTORS

Board President - Roger Villines (2010) - 850-479-9983

Membership	 is	 open	 to	 the	 public	 on	 a	 nondiscriminatory	
basis.	 	The	purpose	of	 the	Society	 is	 to	promote	 jazz,	 en-
courage	jazz	scholarship	and	have	periodic	meetings	where	
jazz	 may	 be	 performed	 for	 the	 members	 and	 the	 general	
public.		Membership	is	$35	per	year;	$50	for	couples;	$5	for	
students.		Corresponding	membership	(outside	100	miles)	is	
$20	per	year.		Additional	membership	packages	are	available	
as	follows:	Partner	-	$150;	Patron	-	$250;	Benefactor	-	$500;	
Sponsor - $1,000.  Call the Jazz Society of Pensacola office 
or	go	to	www.jazzpensacola.com	for	details.
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Crystal	Joy	Albert	(2009)
850-939-8678

John	Matthews	(2008)
850-492-4802

Chuck	Minnich	(2009)
850-492-4667

Glen	Perry	(2010)
850-626-2017

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name	__________________________________________

Address	_________________________________________

City	____________________________________________

State	____________________	Zip	___________________

Home	Phone	_____________	Work	Phone	_____________

Email	__________________________________________

Mail with payment to:

Jazz	Society	of	Pensacola
P.O.	Box	18337
Pensacola,	FL		32523-8337

Make check payable to Jazz Society of Pensacola	

Visa, MasterCard & American Express accepted - call 433-8382

Website: www.jazzpensacola.com

Please	check	the	expiration	date	on	your	mailing	label.		Half	
of	the	memberships		expired	in	March.		It	saves	us	time	and	
money	if	we	don’t	have	to	mail	notices.		We	hate	to	lose	any	
members,	but	we	can’t	afford	to	continue	mailing	to	 those	
who don’t support us financially.


