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     “You Never Know”... One of the pieces of advice I give to 
young performers is to get some business cards and carry 
them all the time. You never know. I was performing at a 
resort in Orange Beach when a dapper fellow and his wife 
approached me and asked for a card. “I might have something 
for you”, he said. I didn't think much of it, until I got a call 
from the Delta Queen Steamboat Company informing me 
that I was their newest pianist. That started 5 year run as 
a Riverboat Piano Player, plying 3 thousand miles of rivers 
in the USA on a real steamboat (and a stint in Hawaii with 
American Hawaii Cruises). You never know. 
    “Bob”...I dearly loved to flummox Bob Allen, one of the 
greatest pianists I ever knew. He was handsome in his black 
tux with the ruffled shirts and his dark glasses (Bob was 
blind since birth), and some of my hijinks included waiting 
until he was performing for an adoring audience, walking 
up and plunking a piece of sheet music down in front of him, 
say “Here's the tune you asked me for, man” and strolling 
out, all the while giggling at the horrified whispers of his 
fans (and his unexpurgated response). I once brought Peter 
Nero in to hear him, and when I walked up to introduce 
him Bob, ever familiar with my pranks, said “How about 
you take your Peter Nero and put him in your ear”. (That's 
not what he said...) Cornell Wiley, Bob's bassist, was falling 
off his stool laughing, and leaned forward and said “ Bob...
it's REALLY Peter Nero.” We spent our nights off together 
boozing and heckling other piano players, one night in 
a snowstorm I got a flat and popped into a bar for a little 
anti-freeze, when I came back out he'd gotten the car jacked 
up and the tire off, and was sprawled in the trunk spewing 
invective about not being able to find the spare. He loved 
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to drive (remember—he was BLIND) and many a night I 
would navigate as he steered my Chevy Vega up E. Broad St. 
I sometime wonder how we survived. Bob was funny as hell, 
a brilliant man, and an inspiration to an entire generation of 
young pianists in Columbus. Most important, he was my pal. 
Rest easy Bob, your memory is a blessing. 
     Coda...When I was very young I had an opportunity to hear 
Liberace perform. I was introduced to him as a pianist (of 
course he looked 8 feet tall and was dressed like a peacock) 
but he was so kind to me, and gave me the singularly greatest 
piece of advice I've ever gotten. “Love your audience, and 
they will love you back”. That's never failed me in a 45 year 
career. Cheers!

   With a twinkle in his eye, Mr. Piano, Bobby van Duesen

“Memories Triggered” Continued...

Memories Triggered by the April Jazz 
Gumbo
by Stephanie Shaner

Annual Business Meeting
by Carolyn Tokson

   Jazz Pensacola’s annual business meeting will take 
place by Zoom on Wednesday, June 23, 2021 at 6:00 PM. 
Members will receive a Jazz Alert from the Administrator 
and can register to receive a Zoom invitation and a copy of 
the Annual Report by contacting the secretary of the board 
of directors, Carolyn Tokson, at ctokson@hotmail.com. 
This year the nominating committee is recommending Mr. 
Lawrence Young, Jr.  to replace board member Tom Bell 
whose second three-year term is ending July 1. Mr. Young 
is the band director at Booker T. Washington High School 
and performed in the April Gumbo. All active members are 
eligible to vote.

     I really can’t remember a time when the sound of jazz music 
wasn’t a part of my life. My parents, Bill and Summer, were 
jazz musicians. My grandmother, Gigi, was a jazz pianist. My 
husband, William, is a jazz musician and educator. Both of 
my children participated in middle school, high school and 
college level jazz groups and summer music camps. Our car 
always has Real Jazz going on Sirius XM. We stream Jazz 
from the Lincoln Center and Dizzy’s Club Coca Cola. It’s just 
a natural part of our past, present and future.
     I can remember my grandmother paying for incredible 
burgers for my sister and I on her breaks, playing piano 
poolside, with her tip jar at Sandestin Resort. That was her 
favorite spot to perform. She’d switch to the dining area and 
her concert black attire for evening soirées. Mom would 



2

WHAT’S JAZZING?
by Carolyn Tokson

often sing with Gigi, and if she did “My Funny Valentine,” the 
manager would send Oysters Rockefeller and Asti Spumante 
over to the table. My Stepdad, Bill, a professional drummer, 
knew so many great musicians that he played gigs with and 
loved dearly, like John Bastone, Tater Dahnke, Jimmy Gillis, 
Al Nudo, John Hutchcroft, Peter French and many more. 
Before getting our own place in the Fort Walton Beach area, 
room and board came with many of the gigs, which made 
for quite an adventure for my sister and me, age seven and 
eight at the time, bouncing hotel to hotel.
     After a lifetime of music, Gigi and Bill both went out 
playing. With Gigi, she was in a nursing/retirement home in 
Destin. They’d bring community musicians in and she often 
played with them on the piano in the common area.  Shortly 
before her death, a young trumpet player visited. She 
unhooked her portable oxygen, applied her eye pencil, like 
a true woman of the 20s, and dabbed on her favorite bright 
red lip-shade. She accompanied the young musician, and 
a picture of the moment ended up in the local paper. With 
Bill, shortly before his passing, he was in a local nursing 
home, before they transferred him to hospice.  He had an 
aggressive cancer that left him on a liquid diet. A buddy 
from church picked him up and took him in a wheelchair, 
so he could play just one last time at Faith Assembly. If you 
haven’t heard that unique music set with Donnie Sundal and 
other area musicians, you need to take your gumbo bowl to 
Destin one Sunday for a bluesy gospel treat.
     I have so many stories from a lifetime of colorful and 
talented musicians and experiences. Watching the area band 
directors play the other night, laughing, working through 
two full sets, and patting each other on the back, brought 
such familiarity. The sound of jazz, whether poolside, at an 
impromptu jam session with friends, at a swanky soirée, 
or polished up and in a full concert venue, speaks louder 
than words.  It was great to be with people who speak the 
language so well.

Band Directors Band at April Gumbo. Photo by Dean Vanderhoof

“What's Jazzing” Continued...

     The 37th annual Pensacola JazzFest is what’s been 
jazzing!  All that rain that fell a few days before had me a bit 
concerned, but luckily the weather was perfect for two days 
of fantastic jazz in Seville Square. There are so very many 
people to thank for all the dedicated hard work that went 
into making JazzFest possible. The board members under the 
leadership of Fred Domulot, president and music director, 
had been planning for over a year. Dustin Bonifay and John 
Eisinger did a lot of the background work for permits and 
logistics in advance. Ali Egan took over designing t-shirts, 
the banners and brochures which was a massive task.

Ali Egan in a Jazz Pensacola t-shirt of her own design.
Photo by Derrick Fishback

 Paul Bruno helped us by having a happy hour at his 
restaurant to recruit new volunteers, and he walked 
around giving out brochures at the festival. Dave Schmidt 
had his crew from Schmidt’s Music loading and unloading 
necessities from the storage for the Merchandise Tent. John 
Link was there helping to supervise and do some heavy 
lifting. Tom Bell, retiring board member, helped with picking 
up banners and other essentials. I priced vinyl and tried 
to coordinate a lot of details as they arose. It was a major 
group effort. Former president, Roger Villines, did his usual 
good task of keeping track of all sorts of important data that 
we need.  Robert Windt, our new coordinator of volunteers 
did a comprehensive job of organizing our volunteers. Team 
Leaders for the various tents were Jane Shattuck for the 
VIP Tent, Mike Warren for the Beer and Wine Tent, Herman 
Arrington for the Merchandise Tent, Paul Herrick for the 
Information Tent, and Noemi Ruiz and Ali Egan for the 
Musician’s Tent, Joe Occhipinti for the Beverage Wagon and 
Ed Morrison for the food vendors. 
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Dr. Norman Vickers presenting Joe Occhipinti with a framed 
poster of the PNJ article about Joe. Photo by Derrick Fishback

Alice Crann Good, our administrator, was in charge of the 
day to day running of our office and preparation of so many 
details for months in advance as well as contracting with all 
our arts and crafts vendors. Marty Libowsky was back again 
this year to solicit donations from visitors to the festival and 
broke his prior record.  Ashley Hicklen as usual took over 
the stage crew. Dale Reigle led the sound team and “Harley” 
Pummel was the emcee par excellence. What a team! 
     JazzFest was the perfect time to present two special projects 
of the Sparks volunteers: for Joe Occhipinti, a framed poster 
made from the Pensacola News Journal articles celebrating 
Joe,  and for Paul Herrick, former board member, a plaque 
noting his many years of volunteer service to Jazz Pensacola. 
      None of it would have really taken place without all 
the volunteers who showed up to staff our tents, give out 
information, sell beverages, take photographs, set up the 
stage and perform the myriad of tasks needing to be done. 
It was a joy to see so many people out enjoying themselves 
after the hardships and concerns of last year. 
     The most important part of JazzFest is the music and we 

had music galore featuring so many fine local and national 
artists. It was gratifying to see so many of our local musicians 
playing after a challenging year. 
     What’s in the future? June brings our annual meeting 
on June 23. See the article in this newsletter for more 
information. 
     Jams and Gumbos are back! Look for your Jazz Alerts or 
go to our website at www.jazzpensacola.com  to learn about 
our latest events or to read the recent blogs as well as check 
our calendar for local live music.  We are back to monthly 
Jams at 5 Barrel, but we are taking a break after JazzFest 
with no June Gumbo. Look for a Gumbo in July as well as 
a separate Sparks Volunteers event to honor founder, Dr. 
Norman Vickers, and founding member, Joe Occhipinti.  
You will be receiving notices about that event soon. It is 
scheduled for Sunday afternoon, July 25 from 4:30 to 6:30 
PM at V. Paul’s Italian Ristorante on Palafox.  There will be 
hors d’oeuvres and music by Joe Occhipinti and his combo. 
Tickets cost $50. We hope to raise $2000 for Jazz Pensacola’s 
general fund.  Please make your reservations early as we 
expect to sell out quickly.  Contact ctokson@hotmail.com 
for more information. 
     Our friends at the Gulf Jazz Society in Panama City will 
return to their two monthly events at Alice’s on Bayview 
in St. Andrew’s starting in June. Victor Payano Quartet will 
perform June 8, followed by David Seering Trio on June 22. 
There will be no reservations as in the past; seating is on a 
first-come, first-serve basis, and events are usually sold out.  
Steve Gilmore, executive director, has a fine line-up of first-
class musicians for the 21st annual Jazz-by-the Bay festival 
in Oaks-by-the-Bay Parks in St. Andrews scheduled Friday 
and Saturday, October 1 and 2, 2021. Headliners are a sextet 
from Jacksonville with J.B. Scott, Lisa Kelly, Dave Steinmeyer, 
and a great rhythm section augmented by Steve Gilmore, 
David Seering, Bobby van Duesen, George Petropolis and 
Mike Levine. This is very happy news and we thank Steve 
for keeping us abreast of developments. 
     Creola Ruffin from the Gulf Coast Ethnic and Heritage 
Jazz Festival, who came to our JazzFest, reminds us of the 
Marcus Johnson Summer Jazz Camp in Mobile from July 19-

LaRoy Bodiford on saxophone. Photo by Dean Vanderhoof

Paul Herrick of the information Tent. Photo by Derrick Fishback

“What's Jazzing” Continued...
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Upcoming Events

Wednesday
July 7, 2021

Jazz Jam
The 5 Barrel
121 S. Palafox St. 
6:30pm-9:00pm

Sunday
July 25, 2021

Fundraiser honoring 
Dr. Vickers and Joe Occhipinti 
V. Paul's Ristorante
29 Palafox Pl.

Wednesday
June 23, 2021

Annual Business Meeting
Online (Zoom)
6:00pm

Monday
July 19, 2021

Jazz Gumbo
Seville Quarter
130 E Government St. 

Welcome to our new members For 
may 2021

Donna and Shelton Worsnop
Bill and Allison Meyers

Carol Mardix
Scott and Teresa Sandsted

John and Emily Mc Giboney
Sarah Gillette

John Robert Marsh
Marieliz Dingal-Marsh

Yulanda Elaine Stallworth
Barbara Calhoun

Poster artist Sheila Overstreet with Loretta Mc Coy and Herman 
Arrington in the Merchandise Tent. Photo by Derrick Fishback

The Windt family in the Merchandise Tent. Photo by Derrick Fishback

“When you play music in this world, you’re actually 
stepping into another world. No matter what’s 
happening  with you, whether you owe 10 months’ rent 
or you’re dealing with some kind of mental anxiety or 
hardship, the music takes over and you step into the tone 
world.” 
          - William Parker, jazz bassist and composer 
from an article The Irreducible William Parker  by 
Alan Scherstuhl in the New York Times, February 9, 
2021

30 under the direction of Hosea London. It’s not too early to 
mark your calendar for the 23rd Annual GCEH Jazz Festival 
July 30-August 1 in Mobile this year. For more information 
go to www.gcehjazzfest.org. 
    Congratulations to Sheila Overstreet who designed our 
beautiful 2021 JazzFest poster and was on hand to autograph 
them each afternoon of the festival. Another of her designs 
has also been selected as the poster for the Gulf Coast Ethnic 
and Heritage Jazz Festival. 
     Healing thoughts go out to Ron Shelton, Holly Parker, 
Jim Crumlish, and John Hyde, all long-term members and 
volunteers and to Crystal Joy Albert, former president of 
Jazz Pensacola.  
     I hope to see all of you readers soon at our Jazz Jams or at 
our July Gumbo. Keep the jazz flowing! 


