
Getting to Know a Jazz Idol by 
Norman Vickers, Jr.

In the early 1980s, my father introduced 
me to the Dick Gibson Jazz Party, held in 
Denver Colorado over Labor Day weekend.  
The concept of the party was to recreate the 
late night jam sessions that would often occur 
in the jazz clubs of New York in the 1950s and 
60s.  It was a wonderful opportunity for my 
father to hear some of his idols and to 
introduce me to jazz.  It was amazing to hear 
some of the 
legends from the 
Count Basie 
orchestra, like 
Joe Williams,  
Milt Hinton and 
Harry “Sweets” 
Edison.       
During the party, 
we had the 
opportunity to 
hear a father 
and son duo, 
Bucky Pizzarelli and his son John Pizzarelli, 
Jr.  Both play the 7 string guitar, which my 
father told me allowed them to create their own 
baseline while playing.  It was a delight to hear 
their music and I was fascinated how this 
performer that was closer to “my generation” 
entered the world of jazz. I learned later that 
this was John’s first time playing at the Jazz 
Party. 

During my years in college it became 
an annual ritual to travel to the Dick Gibson 
Jazz party with my father.  I had the chance to 
meet some of the musicians personally, as my 
father was making connections to bring some 
of these performers to Pensacola.  Hearing the 
stories that they would tell and learning more 
about their lives further enriched the musical 
experience.  At one Jazz Party, I had the 
opportunity to meet John and interact with him 
briefly.

Fast forward a few years and towards 
the end of a year spent traveling around the 
world after college, I found myself in London 
for a few days staying with former college 
classmates. I happened to see an ad for John 
performing at Pizza Express together with his 
father and his brother Martin on bass.  On a 
whim I decided to see the show and took my 
friends along.  We sat at a table close to the 
stage and I made notes of the set list on a 
napkin to send to my father later.  I guess that 
John noticed because he came over during the 
break to introduce himself.  After getting over 
the initial shock of having one of my idols 
speak to me, we had a delightful conversation. 
We asked John how he was enjoying London 
and he said that other than the gig, he really 
did not get out of the hotel.  My friends and I 
agreed that this was a shame and invited him 
to spend the next day with us playing tourist 
together in London.  We took in some of the 
sights, had a nice lunch and generally “hung 
out”.  To show his gratitude John invited me 
and my friends to join him for dinner at Pizza 
Express together with his father and the rest of 
the band and hear them play again.  After the 
show he handed all of us some copies of some 
of his CDs.  We exchanged contact 
information and he extended an open invitation 
to come stay with him to repay the hospitality.

As my year abroad came to an end and 
I returned to the states, I contacted John and 
he invited me to stay over at his father’s home 
in Upper Saddle River, NJ  when I was passing 
through the area.  I had the chance to hear 
him play at the Nobody’s Inn in Mahwah, NJ.  
It was cool to see John on stage performing to 
a packed house of fans of my generation.  
John played some original music and some 
popular covers with a jazz touch.  One of my 
favorites was his cover of “I’m Hip” (music by 
Bob Dorough and lyrics by Dave Frishberg, 
recorded in 1966 on the album Live at Ronnie 
Scott’s and performed by Blossom Dearie).  
This song was also the title of his debut album 
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in 1983..  He added a musical joke in the last 
line of the song “I’m Hip….please don’t tell my 
father….I’m Hip!”

During the early days of my working 
career, I would have the opportunity to make 
trips to Manhattan and would occasionally get 
to see him at some of the NY Jazz clubs, 
where he performed together with his brother 
Martin and Ray Kennedy. We lost touch in the 
mid-90s as my career took me overseas, but in 
2009, while living in Denver, I had the 
opportunity to see him perform with the 
Colorado Symphony Orchestra at Boettcher 
Concert Hall, celebrating the music of Frank 
Sinatra.  It was lovely to hear him again and 
was an opportunity to introduce my Swedish 
wife to a jazz performer of our generation that I 
have idolized and enjoyed a special 
connection to over the years.

Thanks John!

Four Wondrous Years in College by 
Steve Douglas

After 4 tough years at an all boys 
Catholic high school, I was off to Michigan 
State. I couldn’t wait. M SU at that time was 
about 44,000 undergrad students and half of 
them girls. This is the fall of 1971. Just my luck 

and we all know timing is everything, Michigan 
voted to lower the drinking age from 21 to 18. 
Now, it wasn’t the 
drinking I was 
excited about, no, 
it was all the new 
places to play 
music. It was 
explosive and can 
we spell PARTY 
SCHOOL? I’m 
now hanging out 
at the music 
building and right 
away I’m asked to 
play bass in a 
couple of rock 
bands and a jazz trio. I’m already in the MSU 
Symphony and had my eyes on some very 
pretty flautists, cellists and the celeste player. 
After high school, this was too good to be true. 
Pretty girls everywhere. OK…back to the 
music. 

I was asked to play bass in a college 
production of Sweet Charity as in ‘Hey, Big 
Spender’. This is where I met the drummer, 
John Damberg who was thinking of a jazz trio 
with a seriously awesome piano player, Gary 
Schunk. Gary and I were 18 and John, 19. 
Gary was majoring in classical AND jazz 
piano. He wanted to known for being able to 
play Rachmaninoff one minute and Chick 
Corea/Herbie and Keith Jarrett the next. So we 
met up and that was the start of the first Gary 
Schunk Trio. There were some opportunities to 
play locally in East Lansing but the real gigs 
came by way of my uncle Jerry. Harbormaster 
of the Grosse Point Yacht Club. I hit my uncle 
up for some gigs for special events, New 
Years’ and yacht sales days. 'Holy Topsiders 
Batman’….we hit the jackpot! We stayed 
together for 3 years until John transferred to 
Wayne State and Gary found a new bass 
player, Steve Miller. We played a bunch at 
Pine Knob for private parties like Campbell-
Ewald, the General Motors advertising 
agency.  The culmination of our trio was too 
open for Weather Report to good reviews. 
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John moved to Seattle as a first call 
percussionist/drummer, then on to Alaska 
where he taught jazz at UA Anchorage and 
started the Alaskan Percussion Society. He still 
plays to this day. Gary went on to a fabulous 
career in the Detroit area as a first call leader, 
arranger, musical director and hired gun on 
piano and synthesizer. Sadly, he just passed 
away a month ago. A massive talent.

One exciting night for me while in the 
MSU Symphony was to back up visiting opera 
faculty from Indiana University, the nation’s 
stellar opera school. We would play excerpts 
or entire arias of famous pieces. This was new 
to me having only ever played Wagner and 
Rossini. So this man walks up to the 
microphone, settles in and I hear, softly, 
Nessun Dorma…..Nessun Dorma……the next 
3 1/2 minutes brought goosebumps to my 
arms and tears to my eyes. The tenor aria 
from Turadot. Never in my life have I been 
affected by music in that way…certainly a 
special night. 

I’m still playing in the MSU jazz band, 
the Improvisational Ensemble, various college 
Broadway shows and other Lansing Civic 
productions like 
Fiddler on the Roof 
or My Fair Lady. 
There I met Robert 
Hull. Bob was a 
drummer/
percussionist who 
worked as a staffer 
in the Michigan 
Capitol. Three to 
four miles from 
campus, there were 
plenty of parties, 
fundraisers needing 
some background 
music. Bob’s van was loaded with vibes, 
drums, even a tympani. So for as long as it 
lasted, I got to play all kinds of events near the 
capitol. 

Around this time, I had met a couple 
guys in my dorm from the first floor. I was on 
the 2nd floor and so was the laundry. My door 
was open and they heard me playing guitar 
and came down to say hello. Turns out they 
were from Plymouth,MI just a stone’s throw 
from Livonia and were pledging Sigma Chi. 
We hit it off wonderfully since they both played 
guitar and the three of us became fast friends. 
Because of them, I pledged the next semester 
thinking I wanted long term friends from 
college not just from the dorms that might 
dissipate after a few years. The Fraternity 
would hold us together. Rick Reuther and Greg 
LaMirand are still friends to this day. Rick and I 
were roommates and played guitar hours upon 
hours for years. He did the folk thing at the 
time for gigs with the Gordon Lightfoot, Cat 
Stevens, James Taylor style that was so 
popular. He introduced me to two of his 
friends, Mark Andrews, a terrific jazz guitarist 
and Marshall Such, a wonderful piano player. 
With me on bass, Rick could now do his most 
favorite thing….sing the Sinatra catalogue. To 
this day, Rick performs every Wednesday at 
Nico’s in Grand Rapids in the tux and the 
fedora. 

Our fraternity house was full of 
musicians…again, right time, right place. 
Guitarists, a trumpet player, a couple piano 
guys, myself and some guys who sang in their 
church choirs. For a couple years there we 
won the Greek Sing with 4 part harmonies and 
pretty good musicianship. Lots of fun for sure. 
During my senior year, I met some guys who 
played bluegrass and Nashville country. One 
more opportunity to play bass and learn a lot 
of new tunes. One of the players was Mark 
Geovjian, a great guitarist/singer who went on 
to open a successful ice cream store, Melting 
Moments, get his Master’s and now, still 
playing with his band Spinnaker in E. Lansing. 

Once I graduated, I had to decide what 
to do since I had passed the GRE, the 
Graduate Record Exam for grad school. I had 
my letters of recommendation and at $11 a 
week to stay in the Frat house, music money 
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went a long way. One of the bluegrass guys 
hooked me up with some of his musical friends 
and together with myself and another singer/
guitarists I knew we formed a band to work 
with an agency and do the Holiday Inn Circuit. 
Well…its was Gail and Rice and Max Gail 
especially who thought we were a bookable 
band. First gig ever was the main room at the 
Grand Hotel on Mackinaw Island. Two shows a 
night, 7 nights a week for 3 weeks. Matching 
leisure suits and smiles and we were good to 
go. This lasted about 8 months when we 
mutually agreed this was not our future. Bye 
Bye, John Mallon Band.  Bye Bye, Howell and 
Benton Harbor, MI and Kokomo and 
Richmond, IN. John is still singing, playing 
guitar and selling real estate in southern CA. 

I met another jazz piano player in the 
music building who was playing a lot of 
Freddie Hubbard, Chick Corea, Keith Jarrett 
as well as Roberta Flack. Gary Blumer. We hit 
it off right away and added Dushun Mosley III 
to our band. We held down the premier jazz 
gig in E. Lansing at Win Schuler’s Grate Steak 
for a year and a half every Friday and 
Saturday. It’s fun to be playing for some of 
your prof’s who came to hear  the live jazz. I 
still have Gary’s book of charts and he’s still 
teaching piano in southern CA. 

My parent’s gave me a round trip ticket 
to San Francisco as a graduation present that 
was good for 1 year. The clock was ticking. In 
May of ’76 I headed out there to spend time 
with my grandmother who lived a few blocks 
from Golden Gate Park. The weather was 
exceptionally marvelous compared to having 
lived in cloudy MI for 23 years. Unusually 
sunny, warm and inviting, I was thinking 
maybe I should move here. At the time MI was 
in a huge slump. At least 20% unemployment 
and 4 out of 5 jobs related to the auto industry. 
Probably not going to get better anytime soon. 
I guess it was time to relocate and dip my toes 
in the Pacific Ocean. I flew down to LA, stayed 
at the UCLA Sigma Chi house and borrowed a 
car to hunt for a job. With my Hotel, 
Restaurant Management degree in hand, I 

was hired and needed to be back by mid- July. 
I flew home, packed up all my worldly 
possessions….some clothes, basses, guitars, 
record albums and stereo, all the important 
things and landed in Glendale, staying with 
another MSU Sigma Chi. Welcome to 
California!

What’s Jazzing by Carolyn Tokson 

Despite the challenge of the Delta 
variant, jazz is still happening here in 
Pensacola and the surrounding area. 
Unfortunately, some events have had to be 
cancelled, yet there is still a vibrant live music 
here in the area. Jazz Pensacola’s September 
Gumbo will feature The Music of Bill Evans 
in the Courtyard at the End of the Alley at 
Seville Quarter. President Fred Domulot has 
arranged for us to enjoy the event in an open 
air setting as a precaution against the Delta 
variant. Pianist Andrew Gregg, bassist Max 
Levesque, saxophonist Michael Lett, and 
drummer Jensen Cadenhead will present a 
program which should delight fans of this 
famous American pianist and composer who 
was major influence in modern jazz. The band 
members have all been important members of 
the University of West Florida’s jazz groups in 
the last few years. 

Cancelling events due to the 
coronavirus has been a serious challenge for 
Jazz Pensacola and other small 501(c)(3)s in 
the area. It means a loss of revenue for 
admissions and a chance to gain new 
members who attend our events. Please think 
of sponsoring a Jazz Gumbo in the future or 
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renewing your membership at a higher level 
to support live jazz in the area. You can join 
Jazz Pensacola or renew at our website at 
www.jazzpensacola.com and you can sponsor 
a jazz event by contacting me at 
ctokson@hotmail.com. Sponsoring a live event 
is a great way to be the life of the party and to 
celebrate an anniversary or birthday, a 
promotion or special occasion of any sort.  

The Fifth Annual Gulf Coast Summer 
Fest: Jazz Edition took place the first weekend 
of the month with a huge turnout. Promoter 
Wm. “Cadillac” Banks, Jr. presented a stellar 
program of smooth jazz artists. 

Thanks to all the local restaurants who 
are sponsoring jazz events. Jim Andrews, 
saxophonist, plays at The District on 
Wednesdays from 6-9 PM and he’s at The 
Cactus Flower on Thursday evenings as well. 
Joe Occipinti and his friends are at Alice’s 
Gulf Coast Cuisine and Wine Bar on Tuesdays 
from 6-9 PM. On Saturdays Joe’s at The 
Drowsy Poet from 10 AM to noon and at The 
Joint from 8-11 PM. Check out his Facebook 
page for the latest since he is also at Calvert’s 
frequently. Curt Bol fans can find him with his 
jazz quartet at The Five Sisters on Sundays 
from 11-3. Al Alvarado plays at McGuire’s 
brunch from 11-2 on Sundays. Plus there is 
still Tuesday Night Jazz at Lili Marlene’s in 
Seville Quarter with Melodious Allen and The 
Funk Heads.

Further afield, there is jazz at Emeril’s 
in Miramar Beach on Sundays with the 
Guffman Trio, at Alice’s on Bayview’s Jazz 
Brunch in Panama City on Sundays, and at  
AJ’s in Destin on Sunday afternoons with 
Jones and Company who are also at Bric à 
Brac in Destin on Friday evenings.  The 
Shrimp Boat in Panama City offers jazz on 
Saturday nights. James Burt Kimberl, pianist, 
is at The Magnolia Grill in Ft. Walton Beach 
from 5-9 PM on Thursdays and Saturdays and 
at the Pensacola Beach Hilton for brunch. 
James has played so many times at the Jazz 
Pensacola Jazz Jams, but I never knew he 

sang until  last week when I saw a video on his 
Facebook page and discovered he has a most 
pleasant, mellow voice. 

Over Alabama way, there is jazz at 
Dauphine’s on Sundays also and on 
Wednesday’s at Gambino’s Italian Grill in 
Fairhope. Rebecca Barry is at The Cigar Bar 
on Thursday evenings in Daphne.

The Gulf Jazz Society closed out 
August with Cheryl Jones, Steve Gilmore and 
Brent Purcell. Mark your calendar for the 
annual Jazz By the Bay on October 1-2, 
2021. MOJO in Mobile cancelled their August 
Jambalaya; check their site for the latest 
events as we all try to do the best we can with 
the challenges of COVID. 

If you are a real night owl, check out 
MOJO’s own Carmen Brown who is on 
NSpireU!On-Air with her midnight to 3AM 
show of AM Jazz. Carmen “retired” years ago, 
but she’s still going strong. 

For a future event, consider A Night of 
Magic and Music with illusionist, Walter King, 
Jr. and Chris Snowden and Friends at It’s 
Personal by Sheila on Sunday evening, 
October 24, 2021 at 6 PM. Tickets are $40.00. 
It’s always a party there and every one loves 
Chris. 

Congrats are due to 
Kathy Lyon who has 
been performing out in 
NM a lot this summer 
and is recording with 
Rich Chorné, guitarist, 
songwriter, and 
vocalist. His newest 
CD features two songs 
by Kathy and has been 
getting good airplay on 
blues stations and programs here and in 
Europe. Her CD “Nothin’ but Love” is available 
on her website www.KathyLyonMusic.com. 
The album which received a large article in the 
Roswell Daily Record. The author writes “the 
album offers a refreshing variety of songs, and 
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Lyon stands out with a unique voice and 
rhythm, a rare gem among the predominately 
male domain.” Kathy will be performing at the 
Roswell, NM Jazz Festival in October. We 
hope to have her back in Pensacola soon. 

Congrats as well to Jim Richmond 
and  the Cat Daddy Blues Duo who won Best 
Solo/Duo Act and the Max McCann Band who 
won Best Band in the Northwest Florida Blues 
Challenge in August. These two acts will 
represent the Blues Society of NW Florida at 
the International Blues Challenge in Memphis 
in January 2022.  Also in the news is Gino 
Rosaria’s “Don’t Stop Now” featuring Wakana 
which is at #2 in Italy on the smooth jazz 
charts. He had a bumpy flight home from 
Richmond, VA concert just as Ida started.

Canadian members Nancy and Marty Holmes 
sent news that the Blue Angels had done an 
airshow (“The citizens were exhilarated! 
Enthralled! Amazed!”) at the London 
International Airport in London, Ontario. It 
which was a special thrill for them since they 
have missed visiting Pensacola this last year. 
They sent greetings to jazz friends here just 
before Ida sent us all that rain and wind. 

Go to our website at 
www.jazzpensacola.com to read the latest 
version of the history of our society as well 
as to see interviews with musicians during 
our last JazzFest. Thanks to Dr. Norman 
Vickers and the updated history and to the Phil 
Thomas Katt for the videos of interviews as 
well as the videos on YouTube of the 2021 
JazzFest.  

Keep on jazzing! Stay safe and well!

Jim Green Joins Jazz Pensacola 
Board by Carolyn Tokson

At the Board of Directors meeting of 
August 18, 2021, the board accepted with 
regrets, the resignation of Paul Bruno, board 
member with one year left on his term. Paul has 

been a long time 
supporter of Jazz 
Pensacola, but due to 
the demands of his 
restaurant, V. Paul’s 
Italian Ristorante, and 
the shortage of workers, 
he has spent far more 
time at the restaurant 
than before the 
coronavirus crisis hit last 
year. The board accepted 
the appointment of local lawyer and guitarist, Jim 
Green, to serve the remaining year of Paul’s 
term. Jim graciously sent me this bio. “Although 
born in Key West, Jim has been in Pensacola 
since preschool. After graduating from 
Pensacola High School, he obtained his A.A. 
degree from then Pensacola Junior College and 
later studied music at the University of West 
Florida. Jim transferred to the University of North 
Florida in Jacksonville where he studied under 
Barry Greene and obtained a degree in jazz 
guitar performance.

Jim has been active in the music scene in 
Pensacola for a long time. He played previously 
with Gino Rosaria at Seville Quarter’s Tuesday 
Night Jazz and has often played in many Jazz 
Pensacola events. After music school Jim 
obtained a law degree from Florida State 
University where he was a member of the Law 
Review and research assistant for professors 
Charles W. Ehrhardt and Dan Markel. Jim moved 
back to Pensacola in 2007 and has been 
practicing law and playing music whenever he 
gets the chance ever since.

  Jim was one of the founding members of 
the board for the Belmont Youth Band which is 
now known as the Pensacola Community Music 
School. Jim believes everyone from any 
background should have the opportunity to learn 
to make music.”

We welcome Jim to the Board of Directors and 
thank Paul for his assistance in our fundraising 
endeavors. 

Jim Green

“ The Spirit of Jazz is the spirit of Openness” 
- Herbie Hancock -

http://www.jazzpensacola.com
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