
Bass-ically Speaking: Part 
Three...The California Years 

by Steve Douglas

Twenty-three years old and living in a 
different world now. With college over and the 
‘show band’ experience out of my system, it 
was time to get down to work. Musically, I put 
things on hold except to practice while I 
immersed myself in running a restaurant in 
Beverly Hills. 1 year later, I was offered a 
promotion to go ‘up north’. “Steve”, they said, 
“we have a need for a manager in Santa Clara 
or Walnut Creek, do you have a preference?” 
Not knowing a thing about either, I just replied, 
wherever I can build sales the most…which 
one has the greatest potential?  So off to 
Santa Clara I went. Right in the heart of Silicon 
Valley….something else I’d never heard of. 
Talk about fabulous weather, I was in heaven 
there. So for the next 4 years, I moved up 
through the ranks, vacation relief manager, 
district manager, driving a lot and still keeping 
my hands on the bass when time permitted. 
The company was bought out by Friedrich 
Yahn, kind of the German answer to Colonel 
Sanders. We were all let go as he put his own 
people in all the slots. I took some time off and 
planned my next adventure. I was hired to run 
food service for B of A’s Data Center at 11th 

and Market in San Francisco. Again, I did my 
duty there and spent a lot of time at the 
Keystone Korner, just nearby. One of my staff 
was a ticket-taker there and I could get in 
whenever I wanted. Lots of Art Blakey groups 
but the best one was Art plus Ray Brown, 
Toots and Milt Jackson. Front row seat and 
unforgettable music. 

I was transferred again to run food 
service for Atari, Farmer’s, Blue Shield, 
Shaklee, and HP. I was finally seeing that I 
lived in this wondrous high tech wonderland 
and having remodeled some places I’d lived, I 
bit the bullet, quit with 6 weeks notice and 
bought my first fixer upper. A couple years later 
I got my CA general contractor’s license. I 
don’t want to go into that career much since 
it’s not the music one and there’s so much 
more fun to come musically anyway. 

So, one place I lived was ‘the Corners’, 
right across from a cardroom/restaurant/jazz 
club I could easily walk to. Some parts of San 
Jose were grandfathered legal gambling areas 
including The Garden City. A 40 seat 
restaurant with great food and even greater 
jazz. How is this possible I thought?  The card 
room was raking in the cash and subsidized 
the jazz end of things. I saw the Condoli 
Brothers, Stan Getz, the LA 4, lots of great 
players. On weekends it was jam night and the 
house band of either Smith Dobson or Martan 
Mann on piano, Jim Nichols on guitar, Bud 
Dimock on bass, various drummers. I sat in on 
numerous occasions with the big bass and 
nerve-racking fear. I guess you get over it. One 
time when I was 19, I was playing at a hotel 
and a bus pulled up... Doc Severinsen with the 
Now Generation Brass and Today’s Children. 
Doc and his sidemen were also there. So here 
I am playing and in walks Ed Schaughnessy 
and Ross Tompkins….I knew them from the 
Tonight Show….oh, oh. I’m in trouble here. 
Sure enough, they come up to the bandstand 
and took over the piano and drum set. Ed 
says, “How about Autumn Leaves?” Sure…
except it must have been like 240 or more..., 
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(tempo wise)…I held on for dear life solo and 
all…more songs came and I settled in. One of 
the greatest nights of my jazz life.

So back to the Garden City. I asked the 
owner where I could find players to play some 
jazz. “Downtown San Jose at the St. Claire 
Hotel. Look up Sammy Cohen”.  So I did. 
Sammy was a drummer and he knew 
EVERYBODY! We got to talking and he asked 
me to be on a gig with a singer, Mary Stallings. 
Next thing I know, we’re sitting around 
discussing the fact that with all the local talent 
there should be a jazz society with members 
and events and programs to benefit kids in 
music. After all, San 
Jose State, Cal State 
Hayward, Stanford 
and Santa Clara U. 
were all right there 
along with a bunch of 
serious high school 
programs. 

Sammy 
created the San Jose 
Jazz Society and 
became the secretary/
treasurer. He scouted 
out for others to be 
officers. My role was 
to try and find 
someone to act as a 
program coordinator/
future festival director. 
I had been going to the Paul Masson Mountain 
Winery for concerts and the man in charge 
was Bruce Labadie. Events running like 
clockwork meant this guy was ‘the man’. I told 
Sammy to get Bruce involved. Now its was up 
to us to promote it and that was via all the 
junior high and high school band directors 
many of whom played in bands, jazz or 
otherwise. One director was David Ladd. He 
was in band called the “Little Big Band”. Dave 
Dumont, Gene Houck and David. Killer band in 
every sense of the word. So, over time we got 
people involved, found sponsor/support money 
and the Society was headed in the right 

direction. Cal State Hayward had a seriously 
good jazz band program and we just got help 
from everywhere. Stanford had an Artists in 
Residence program in the summer... artists 
like Stan Getz or Ray Brown. Pretty awesome.

Somewhere around the late 80’s it was 
time to test the waters and get that festival off 
the ground. First, we all agreed it had to be 
free and it had to be a lot of stages all going at 
once. The end result was a Main Stage, Latin 
stage, Salsa stage, Youth stage, Women in 
Jazz stage, Gospel tent, Singers with their 
trios inside Museums, Big Band stage, solo 
stages, International stage, Blues stage, R & 
B…you get the idea. I don’t remember what 

came first, the huge money 
from sponsors or the huge 
attendance…Southwest 
Airlines was the premier 
sponsor at at least a million. 
Attendance climbed to around 
100,000 each day for 2 days. 
Massively peaceful and 
massively successful. Unreal 
line-ups and Main Stage acts 
and closers. Jazz Radio loved 
it…KCSM, KBLX, KJZZ all on 
board with live remote 
broadcasts. I had friends 
performing in it and I was 
there to help set up stages 
inside and out. 

I heard a wonderful 
guitarist in a big band and 

looked to seek him out. In the end, I ended up 
taking serious guitar lessons from him. He was 
a Berklee grad and a local guitar celebrity. 
Adjunct professor at San Jose State, Rick 
Vandivier is a killer guitarist. He needed a 
kitchen remodel. Steve to the rescue. We 
agreed on a fair price and when it was 
finished, I said, “Rick, what do you charge for 
guitar lessons?  Mind you it’s mid- ’90’s. $80 a 
hour. Okay. Here’s my bill for your kitchen, how 
about you just give me guitar lessons until the 
money is used up. Turned out to be about 
40-45 lessons and where I learned all about 
drop 2 and drop 3 voicing. It took an entire 
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summer to develop all the possible ways to 
play them on guitar but well worth it. He’s still a 
force in the San Jose area. 

During this time, I was working a lot of 
remodeling with my general contractor’s 
license and took off from mid-Dec. to mid Jan. 
as a vacation. Off to Kauai where I took an 
electric bass on the plane and hooked up with 
all the best players on the island. "I’ll just sit in 
I told them.” Over the years since they knew I 
was coming over, I actually was on paid gigs 
with the jazz trumpeter, Dr. Steven Dubey who 
was running the room at the Grand Hyatt 
Poipu Beach on Kauai. Stevenson’s Library. 
Here I met up with Steven and all his favorite 
jazzers and what a group. Wow!. Drummers, 
guitarists, singers, all the best players. So, I 
was in. Dr. Dubey loaned me a bass amp I 
kept in the trunk of my rental car and every 
night I searched out the players and sat in. 
From top to bottom I played all the major 
resorts including the Hanalei Bay Resort, 
Sheraton, Hyatt, restaurants in Kapaa and 
private parties. One party was for guitarist/
singer Jonah Cummings’ aunt and uncle. In a 
huge tent with over 2000 people somehow all 
related, I played in the all Hawaiian band…
pretty amazing for a haole. 

CA was running its course. I could have 
stayed there forever with the music, the 
friends, the weather, the tech brain power I 
was surrounded by in Mountain View and just 
keep on keeping on. I felt the need to go to a 
smaller place and somehow create something 
and leave my mark. That place would be 
Sedona, AZ.

Remembering George Wein 
By F. Norman Vickers 

Jazz pianist and impresario George 
Wein has recently died at age 95.  He is 
known as founder of the Newport Jazz Festival 
and several other festivals.  He was consulted 
on founding the New Orleans jazz festival and 
his representatives continue in the capacity. 

Full details of Wein’s life are 
available on an internet search, so I’ll not 
outline those details here.

Permit me to describe my only personal 
encounter.  As I recall, it was in the early 90s 
when Wein was invited to be the honoree and 
festival director for the Sarasota JazzFest.  He 
did a good job of introducing the various artists 
and groups.  During a social time, I had 
opportunity to visit with him one-on-one.  In fact, 
he was quiet and seemed even a little shy.  I told 
him that a friend of mine, an antique collector, 
has passed along to me an issue of Look 
Magazine which had an article about the 
founding of the Newport Jazz Festival and 
offered to send it to him, in case he didn’t 
already own a copy.  He said that during those 
years he was scrambling with many irons in the 
fire.  So, he said that he would be pleased to 
have the issue.  I returned home, made a copy of 
the article for my files and sent him the original.  
Pleasant memories.  

Interestingly, I read later that the first Newport 
Jazz Festival was not a money-maker, so 
George chose not to collect the $5,000 fee which 
he was promised as festival director.

“Wein, Women and Song”
by Holly Shelton

I met George Wein in 
New York. I was there 
recording “Deep Purple”, my 
fourth-CD with pianist, John 
Colianni. My sister had a 
friend who was a close friend 
of Wein’s which afforded me 
the opportunity and visit to his 
office.

Of course, Wein was a 
jazz aficionado and famous 
for the Newport Jazz Festival 
which grew to THE jazz fest 
you wanted to be heard in if 
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you were an up-and-coming vocalist as I 
guess I was! So much at that time in my life 
was just magical. Looking back, I marvel at so 
many amazing experiences- so much to be 
proud of. He gave me a book of the title at the 
top-of-this piece, signed to me. I loaned that 
later to Bobby van Deusen and never saw it 
again! “Bobby, can I have it back, please?!”

We had hoped that Wein would help my 
career but I don’t think that happened! That 
does not diminish my gratitude to Wein for all 
he did for jazz over the years. NYC has always 
been a fun visit but that whole time really 
stands out in my memory. I remember his 
being very cordial, personable and of course 
made remarks about my height. He was quite 
shorter than I!

I gave him an “Errand Girl” CD to keep. 
He lived a festive, musically meaningful life 
and certainly made mine richer!

Memories of Peggy Lee
by Glenn Zottola

It was a wonderful 
experience, and even 
though Peggy was in a 
wheel chair with a nurse 
present, her spirits were 
very high. When I told 
her I worked with Benny 
Goodman, she launched 
into a story about Benny 
and said “You know 
what he paid me for my 

big hit ‘Why Don’t You do Right’?” 
She wrote the song. I kind of knew the 

answer but said “What?”  She said “ $25 and 
that included the session!” 

We hit it off, had a great time on the 
session, and at the end the session I sat there 
with tears in my eyes watching her as she did 
this tune just with guitar. What a way to exit!  
What an icon! One of the original Divas !!!!

This will be my shining hour.

What’s Jazzing by Carolyn Tokson 

Jazz Pensacola members and friends 
enjoyed a lovely evening outdoors listening to 
the music of Bill Evans in the courtyard at the 
End of the Alley at Seville Quarter for the 
September Gumbo. The audience responded 
so well that the October Gumbo is slated to be 
in the same beautiful setting. Entertainment 
will be the music of Billie Holiday with Mary 
Chavez on piano and vocals, Steve Douglas 
on bass, Lukas Alihein on woodwinds and 
Fred Domulot on drums. This event promises 
to be a treat preceding the November Super 
Jazz Gumbo Fundraiser featuring 4Korners 
who delighted fans at our 2021 JazzFest in 
Seville Square. Tickets will go on sale soon. 
Invite your friends for this very special event.  
Mark your calendars for the up-coming events. 
Don’t forget the Jazz Jams at the Five Barrel 
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Trumpeter/saxophonist 
Glenn Zottola is a Jazz Icon. 

Glenn has been a 
good friend to Norman and 
Jazz Pensacola.  He has 
contributed multiple play-
along CDs and music from 
the Music Minus One series 
to our jazz room collection.  
He has performed with Benny Goodman, 
Lionel Hampton, Bob Wilber and many 
others.  He performed with Peggy Lee on her 
last recording and was impressed by her 
gracious manner. 

Presently, Glenn’s new album “ Glenn 
Zottola and Friends” has been presented to 
the Grammy’s. His new video of “Song of the 
Sails” featuring Ray Burghardt on Audioverse 
Music just premiered in September of this 
year. Here’s the link: 
https://youtu.be/Q8DiGUJm15Q   See 
Glenn’s website at www.glennzottola.com. 
One may join his blog on request.

https://youtu.be/Q8DiGUJm15Q
http://www.glennzottola.com/


on Palafox St. on the first Wednesday of the 
month. 

Metronome Magazine, a Boston based 
publication, ran a fantastic two-page article by 
Brian Owens about his interview with 
Pensacola’s own Kathy Lyon with a front 
page photo of Kathy in their October 2021 
issue. Rock and Blues 
International also had 
a feature article about 
Kathy with photos in 
their September 
issue. Kathy’s career 
had had a real boost 
lately with her latest 
CD with Houston 
Person, saxophonist. 
The coronavirus 
pandemic slowed the initial release of her 
album, but now it is getting airplay all over the 
US and Europe. Kathy’s been very well 
received at festivals and gigs in New Mexico 
and parts west this summer. Not only that, her 
song, “Candy”, from the album was used as 
the opening number in a tribute to Charlie 
Watts that originated in Valencia, Spain. “TC4” 
a weekly publication with 70,000 readership 
ranks her in the top 40 charts. Kathy’s headed 
west again for more recording sessions using 
new songs she has written. Local fans are 
eager to hear Kathy here in Pensacola when 
she is available. Kathy’s CD “Nothin’ but Love” 
can be purchased through her website at 
KathyLyonMusic.com.

Gino Rosaria’s star is steadily climbing 
with concert dates all over the US. Check out 
his website. Chris Snowden is also very busy 
with gigs all over the country with various top-
notch musicians. Chris formed a large fan 
base here in town when he played with Gino at 
the Tuesday Night Jazz events several years 
ago. 

The University of West Florida and the 
Dr. Grier Williams School of Music presented a 
most creative concert by the UWF Jazz 
Ensemble and Combo under the direction of 
Dr. Joseph Spaniola in early October. The 
concert combined the talents of jazz students 
to support the mission of the Argo Pantry 
which seeks to assist students who face the 
concerns of food insecurity. An estimated 30% 
of UWF students deal with food insecurity and 
the concert highlights the opportunity for 
residents to donate non-perishable items of 
food, personal care, and detergents to the 
pantry through personal donations to the 
pantry, through purchases on Amazon, or 
through UWF Foundation. The food-themed 
concert featured lesser known works such as 
Charles Mingus’s “ Jelly Roll”, Barney Kessel’s 
“ Swedish Pastry”, and Chris Yachic’s “ I Like 
Bananas” performed by the Jazz Combo while 
the Jazz Ensemble thrilled the audience with 
classics such as Ricardel and Evans’ “ Frim 
Fram Sauce” and other lesser-known works. 
What an opportunity to expand one’s familiarity 
with those compositions!  

There’s another UWF Jazz Combo 
and Ensemble Concert scheduled for 
Tuesday, November 30, 2021 at 7:30 PM on 
the Mainstage in the Center for Fine and 
Performing Arts. Don’t miss it. 

Although vocalist Kitt Lough is retired, 
she did a special gig with her friend pianist 
David Boeddinghaus, a traditional NOLA jazz 
pianist who temporarily left New Orleans 
during hurricane Ida. It turned out to be an 
extremely well attended happy hour at the 
District despite the short notice for the 
performance. I would love it if she decided to 
do an encore.  
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Kathy Lyon delighting 
audiences this summer.

September Gumbo in the Courtyard. 
Photo by Dean Vanderhoof.



Fans of Ellen Vinson and Bobby van 
Duesen were able to hear them while eating at 
Jackson’s for another sold-out performance of 
Jazz at Jackson’s. We always enjoy doing that 
with Dr. Vickers and his wife Betty.

Congratulations to the Gulf Jazz 
Society on their 20th successful 
Jazz By the Bay Festival at Oaks 
by the Bay Park in St. Andrew’s. 
We usually enjoy that affair 
greatly, but  sadly missed it this 
year. They had a great lineup of 
artists.   

Residents of Pensacola 
and the surrounding area have a 
wide range of live music from 
which to choose. The District is 
offering a new option for live jazz 
from 6:30-10:30 PM on Tuesday 
nights with Joey Allred on piano, 
Sean Peterson on bass and Fred 
Domulot on drums. Guests may 
sit in for jamming and there will be 
a weekly guest to top it off. Sounds like a 
chance to listen to some great jazz in an 
elegant setting. There’s also Melodius Allen 
across the street at Lili Marlene’s on 
Tuesdays. Fans of live music are grateful to 
the support of Seville Quarter to the music 
scene. 

The legendary Joe Occhipinti is all 
over town and the area 
performing the jazz and big 
band standards at Alice’s 
Restaurant regularly with a 
group of about six musicians 
including Jazz Pensacola 
board member Jim Green on 
Tuesday and sometimes 
Wednesday nights in October. 
Joe’s at Calvert’s often as 
well as performing at several 
Octoberfests and the Buona 
Fortuna Italian festival. You’ll 
find him at The Drowsy Poet on Saturday 
mornings. Art Carnrick is at Alice’s some 
evenings playing an interesting mix of musical 
genres. Speaking of it’s not exactly jazz, 

several Jazz Pensacola members enjoyed a 
lively night of music at Pedro’s listening and 
dancing to the music of Miquel Aldahondo, 
Sr. and “Tomato”.  If you’re a blues fan, check 
out the offerings of our musical cousins The 
Blues Society of Northwest Florida at their 

Facebook page. Ray Coley is playing at 
Cazadores at Lillian Hwy. and Fairfield 
on Sundays. It was great to see Ray and 
Pat at the September Gumbo. 
Joe O is hosting a Jazz Party at the 

Gordon Community Art Center at 603 
N. 
De Villiers St. at 7:30 PM on October 22. 
Tickets are available for $10 on 
Eventbrite. 
Sheila Green is offering a special 

evening of Magic and Music, Sunday  
October 24, 2021 with illusionist Walter 
King, Jr. and guitarist Chris Snowden 
and Friends. That should be a special 
party. Tickets are $40 for the event; 
doors open at 5:00 PM and music starts 

at 6:00 PM at It’s Personal Venue.  
There are the standard options for 

Sunday brunch. Check the calendar at 
www.jazzpensacola.com for the latest offerings 
in the city and the surrounding area.  Also 
check out your favorite musician’s Facebook 
page or website for the latest bookings. 

Many of us were very sad to hear that 
The Joint which was a lively spot for 
jazz has closed due to a shortage of 
workers. Please support those 
restaurants and businesses who are 
hiring musicians and offering live 
jazz. Please understand that service 
may be slower than what you have 
expected in the past. Be patient. We 
are all facing challenges with the 
disruption of the pandemic. 

Let’s all hope that some of the 
trials of this past and current year 
caused by the coronavirus will fade 

as we head into the autumn and winter 
months. Until then, keep your thoughts positive 
and listen to jazz. I understand it is good 
medicine for the body and soul. 

“ Music is a journey. Jazz is getting lost” 
- John O’Farell -

Saxophist Michael Lett 
at the September 

2021 Gumbo. Photo 
by Dean Vanderhoof.

Andrew Gregg, pianist, playing the 
music of Bill Evans at the 

September 2021 Gumbo. Photo 
by Dean Vanderhoof
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www.jazzpensacola.comFacebook Event

NOVEMBER 15, 2021; 6:30PM; SEVILLE QUARTER
$20 General Admission

Pay at the door or through Eventbrite (link below).

Buy Tickets Online

https://jazzpensacola.com/
https://jazzpensacola.com/
https://www.facebook.com/events/831968474157296
https://www.facebook.com/events/831968474157296
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-4-korners-presented-by-jazz-pensacola-tickets-186245815247
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-4-korners-presented-by-jazz-pensacola-tickets-186245815247

