
JazzFest 2022  is Here Now! 

Bring your lawn chairs and come to 
historic Seville Square where Jazz Pensacola 
is ready to provide the city with two days of 
FREE quality jazz . FREE jazz festivals are 
rare these days and especially after the 
unforeseen effects of the coronavirus 
pandemic. So many festivals had to be 
cancelled and all small jazz societies have had 
to struggle to survive. Jazz Pensacola is going 
into this festival with strength and renewed 
energy and we hope you feel the vibe. 

Go to www.jazzpensacola.com to see 
more photos and in-depth write-ups about the 
musicians performing for the festival. We have 
both internationally and nationally renown 
artists such as David Spencer, Mike Vax, and 
Pensacola’s own Austin Paul, Jr. of AC3 as 
well as musicians from closer to home. David 
Spencer is a rare crossover artist who glides 
gracefully from classical to jazz and pop. Mike 
Vax is famous for his solo performances with 

some of the greatest names in big bands. Allen 
Beeson and Jonathan Martin have both 
performed with some of the finest national 
artists and bring a wealth of experience in 
trumpet mastery. Vocalist Sharon Carroll is 
well known all over the Southeast for her fine 
vocal performances and recordings. The Red 
Bar Jazz Band has been a steady feature of 

Grayton Beach 
for a quarter of 
a century and 
brings a mix of 
genres to the 
festival. 

Several 
fine musicians 
have relocated 
to Pensacola 
from out west 
in the last few 
years and 
bring their 
expertise from 
groups in other 
parts of the 
country; they 
are bringing in 
new ideas and bands who will perform for us 
at our 39th JazzFest. Vocalist Mary Chavez of 
Turquoise Tango and Lukas Ali Hein, band 
leader of Sabroso are relative newcomers both 
from the Pacific Northwest. Chavez brings a 
versatility in various styles and wowed the 
Jazz Pensacola Gumbo audience with an 
evening of Billie Holiday songs one evening in 
the Seville Quarter courtyard. Sabroso 
introduces a South American and Caribbean 
flavor to JazzFest and offers a chance to 
dance. Steve Douglas, bass player relocated 
from Arizona, heads up Zazu known for its 
gypsy jazz.  His East Coast version of Zazu 
springs from his long experience with the 
original group from Flagstaff, Arizona with 
whom Douglas played. Look for the group’s 
CD in the merchandise tent. I have it and 
recommend it highly. 

Look for the Saturday Swing Out 
dancers who are offering free dance lessons 
during this year’s festival. They are a treat to 
watch. Join in of course. Get out and shake a 
leg or two and take a twirl. That’s what 
festivals are for.  It’s spring after all. 

Read Bob Strickland’s article in this 
issue about his experiences with Mike Vax  
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Mike Potters and Vivian 
Lamont dancing at JazzFest 

2021.Photo by Derrick 
Fishback

Loretta taking a break from the 
Merchandise Tent to do some serious 
dancing. Photo by Dean Vanderhoof
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who will be a headliner with the Mike Vax 
Quartet. Strickland is another recent transplant 
from the West Coast. His orchestra recently 
serenaded an enthusiastic audience for an 
elegant Valentine’s evening at the Scenic Hills 
Country Club. Check out the Mike Vax Big 
Band on You Tube https://youtu.be/GxbtQtt42lI

Start off with two free events at The 
District. First, there is a free Meet-and-Greet 
the musicians on Friday night. Following 
Saturday’s musical performances, there is a 
Pro Jazz Jam again at The District. Not only 
will our 39th JazzFest offer fine music, but 
there is also a merchandise tent with posters, 
tees, hats, artists CDs, vinyl, and even a raffle 
for a La-Z-Boy recliner. Have a glass of wine 
or beer at the Beer and Wine Tent. Knock the 
experience up a notch at the VIP Tent which 
costs only $50 per person. Contact our office 
at 850-433-8382 to get your name on the list. 
Visit the fine arts and crafts vendors who will 
be selling their wares. Be generous and make 
a donation to Jazz Pensacola either in cash or 
at the Merchandise Tent by credit card. Or go 
online and make a donation at our website. 
Help keep JazzFest FREE and have fun while 
you do.

Getting Close 
to Stan Kenton 
by Bob Strickland © 

2022

My mother grew up 
in the 1920's and 
'30s, and upon 
graduation from 
Whiting (Iowa) High 
School in 1938, she 
took a job in Ames, 
Iowa. Every 
weekend, she 
traveled the 40-odd 

miles with her gal pals to Des Moines to dance to 
the bands of the great swing era at Tom Archer's 
Tromar and Val Air ballrooms. During the war, 
she married my father, and the couple eventually 
moved to Dallas, Texas, leaving all of her friends 
and family over 700 miles north. She was 
constantly homesick, and the only things she 
seemingly enjoyed was listening to records of 
swing music and talking about the music to me. 

My earliest memories include 78 rpm records of 
Tommy Dorsey, Gene Krupa, Woody Herman, 
and Stan Kenton, the only band leader that she 
spoke of with reverence and awe. These 
recordings imprinted on me from the age of four, 
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Bob Strickland With a Masters degree 
in microbiology, Bob Strickland has led a 
varied and interesting professional life with 
experience in research and consultation, 
sales, and education. He has written 
numerous books on health and sports. At the 
same time he has had an interesting musical 
career playing trumpet in various bands and 
co-founding a 17-piece big band called 
Swingtime 2000. He also works as a Master 
of Ceremonies, narrator, and performer. He is 
a former professional bowler and a fair golfer. 

Bob and his wife Sue moved to 
Pensacola from Everett, Washington in May 
of 2021. Bob was looking for a town in which 
jazz music and education were supported. He 

found it here and is 
enjoying what 
Pensacola offers.

Bob Strickland in his tux 
ready to perform on his 

trumpet

Kiddie Jam is Back! 
Mike Potters, guitarist and vocalist, has been 
delighting children at Jazz Pensacola’s 
JazzFest for many years. Due to the 
coronavirus, this feature was cancelled at our 
last festival because of safety concerns. This 
year, we are happy to announce Kiddie Jam 
is back with Mike out under the trees at 2 PM 
on both Saturday and Sunday.  Children 
attending are given kazoos and harmonicas 
donated by Blues Angel Music and 
encouraged to play along with Mike. This is 
always an activity which is well-received by 
the kiddies and their parents. He will be back 
from the main stage along the sidewalk. Look 
for signs and the kiddie chairs, and listen for 
laughter.  It’s a very pleasant experience to 
see the children’s enthusiasm. 

https://youtu.be/GxbtQtt42lI


and in 1951, my parents took me to the 
performance hall at Southern Methodist 
University to hear Kenton's famous Innovations 
Orchestra. Being only seven, I did not have a full 
appreciation for what the orchestra was doing, 
but I have never forgotten the sounds of 
Kenton's authoritative voice, Frank Rosolino's 
mad solos, Conte Candoli's well-structured play, 
and Maynard Ferguson's soaring excitement. 
The thought of Kenton's being the best jazz band 
sent me to the record stores for the latest 
releases, and my collection still includes 87 of 
his Capitol and Creative World LPs.

In 1969, I joined the Navy. My first duty station 
was an LST in Long Beach. Seizing the 
opportunity of being so close to Los Angeles, I 
called and talked with Clint Roemer, Stan's 
copyist, about my visiting the Kenton office at 
1012 S. Robertson Boulevard in Los Angeles 
(now a hair replacement salon). He said, “Sure.” 
and handed the phone to Stan. That literally blew 
me away. Stan answered, I proposed that I 
would like to meet him, and he said, “How about 
tomorrow?” I drove up the next day and had a 
brief, but warm “sit down” conversation, even 
though he was busy. Finally, my 20-year desire 
to meet him was fulfilled.

Later, when I was made part of the ComFirstFlt 
(Commander, First Fleet) staff located at North 
Island, I was overjoyed to learn that the Navy 
Show Band West was billeted there, within 
walking distance from my command. Soon, I was 
able to see and hear them in concert in the park 
in Coronado (on North Island). I enjoyed the 
experience greatly and struck up conversations 
with the band members. Eventually, I spoke to a 
key trombone player, Leo Leary, who was a 
copyist for Henry Mancini. I also learned that his 
sister Brianne Leary played Officer Sandy Cahill 
on the television show CHIPS. I found out that 
Leo loved tenpin bowling. As I was already 
bowling on a team at the base bowling center, I 
invited Leo to join. He did, and we became fast 
friends until his passing in 2015.

One day in 1971, Leo told me that the Kenton 
Orchestra was appearing at the Grant Hotel 
(before it became the “church” of Morris Cerullo) 
and asked me if I wanted to go. I said yes 
without hesitation; he picked me up that evening, 
and off we went. When I walked into the 

ballroom, I noticed that the comedian, Louis Nye, 
was in the audience. Years later, I actually met 
Louis at the 1991 Kenton Newport Beach 
reunion. We corresponded for a while after that.

After the first set, the band members dispersed 
for a long break, and Mike Vax, the lead trumpet 
player, approached Leo with a big grin, a headful 
of dark hair, a full beard, and a hug. Mike had 
been a member of the original Navy Show Band 
and knew Leo quite well. Leo introduced me to 
Mike, and we all went up to Mike's room so he 
could recoup. He showed us the sheet music of 
the piece by Shorty Rogers entitled “Maynard 
Ferguson” that Stan wanted him to play. We 
discussed his future plans briefly before his 
break ended. Thus began my now-50-year 
friendship with Mike. On that occasion, I met Ray 
Brown and Mike Snusted (trumpet), and Chris 
Galumen, but sadly, we did not keep in touch. 

In the last part of 1971. I attended another 
Kenton concert at the Chief's club at the Naval 
base in San Diego, but Stan was ill and not in 
attendance. Claude Sifferlin played piano, and 
Mike led he band. They “swung” a bit more than 
usual, and people even danced to Hank Levy's 
Opener in 7/4 time! However, the room was too 
small for the typical Kenton dynamics, bringing 
on the tinnitus that I cope with to this day.

In 1972, Mike left the Kenton band and joined 
the Pee Wee Hunt band, followed by a longer 
stint with the Dukes of Dixieland in New Orleans. 
Many other opportunities followed, with 
endorsements for Conn, Yamaha, Schilke, 
Getzen, and currently, Warburton. Among the 
many high points of Mike's career was the 
formation of his own big band and the four-
trumpet combo called TRPTS. He recorded 
extensively, and made a European tour as lead 
trumpet for the Clark Terry Big Band. Finally, a 
duet album with Terry received fine reviews. In 
my opinion, this was a breakthrough album. Mike 
never played better.

Over the years, our paths have crossed several 
times. In 1975 took my mother to see Mike and 
the Dukes play with the Atlanta Symphony. Later, 
in the 1980's Mike brought his TRPTS group to 
Fort Worth, where we were introduced to Mike's 
legendary teacher, Don “Jake” Jacoby. I visited 
Jake many times in his Denton home. Jake, by 
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the way, was responsible for helping many 
musicians begin their careers in music. He was a 
sincere and colorful fellow and exceptional 
player.

In 1976, I was living in Gresham, Oregon and 
attended my last Kenton concert at Sunset High 
School in Beaverton, just north of Portland. It 
was a fine concert, featuring the work of may fine 
soloists, the most enjoyable of which was 
trombonist Birch Johnson. Although Stan was 
present, he had been very ill for a long time. I did 
speak to him briefly backstage, but he was 
uncharacteristically curt, an attitude that 
disappointed me. I had a fleeting thought that I 
would not see him again, – a premonition that 
came to pass.

Mike Vax was an important part of the late Jim 
Widner's big bands who emulated the Stan 
Kenton clinics; my wife, Sue, and I caught the 
band whenever they visited Colin County 
Community College. Twice, we brought former 
Kenton bassist, John Worster, in his wheelchair 
to hear the band. John was enduring a genetic 
condition that caused “cerebellar degeneration” 
and could not play any more. When the band 
saw John, many surrounded him, with more than 
one having tears in their eyes in distress over 
John's condition. After the concert, we joined 
Mike and the band at a local restaurant, where I 
enjoyed the company of former Kentonites Bill 
Perkins, Bill Trujilo, John Harner and others. 

As late as the year 2000, I asked Mike to work 
out with my band in Dallas. As so many other 
bands have profited from Mike's attention, my 
“guys” and two “gals” came out of the experience 
greatly enthusiastic and more “together.” I 
describe Mike's behavior while coaching a band 
as “magic!” 

For 25 years, Mike has kept the Kenton sound in 
front of the public, mixing new arrangements 
with Kenton standards. More recently, he 
received the permission of Stan's oldest 
daughter, Leslie, to name the aggregation the 
Stan Kenton Legacy Orchestra. Because he 
uses many Kenton alumni, it takes a lot of phone 
work, coordination, and money for food, lodging, 
and transportation. The restrictions put on our 
society by government health officials have 
made costs inordinately high and resources 

limited; therefore, Mike has had to cancel tours 
of this marvelous band until further notice. 

This development is unfortunate because the 
need is still urgent! Young musicians should be 
presented with professional instruction that 
prepares them for more than winning contests. 
Even though school band directors have become 
better educated and more skilled than at any 
time in our past, they are usually not given the 
time and resources to provide a greater variety 
of sight reading experiences. In many places 
throughout the country, stage band class needs 
to be reinstalled as part of the normal school day 
curriculum. It seems only a pipe dream at this 
time.

Thank you for reading about how I “get close” to 
Stan Kenton. I wish that I had had the 
opportunity to play with one of the great big 
bands, but at the time, I frankly did not have the 
skills. Now that the big road bands are gone, I 
still live out some of my dream through being a 
big band “historian” and in knowing former 
Kenton members like Mike Vax. I have been very 
lucky to have met important musicians in the 
world of jazz and big band music. Without 
exception, the best ones are fans of the music, 
the composers, and the great arrangers. Mike is 
such a fan, an excellent jazz musician, and an 
experienced bandsman who plays our chosen 
form of music for its own sake. He enjoys doing it 
and talking about it. So do I! 

Three Brothers in AC3 Are Former 
Student Competition Winners

by Carolyn Tokson

AC3 is one of that 
bands performing for 
JazzFest 2021. Did 
you know that all 
three of the talented 
brothers in that band 
are from Pensacola 
and are past winners 
of a former Jazz 
Pensacola Student 
Competition? As a 
former teacher and 

educator. I’m very proud of the part that Jazz 
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Austin Paul Jr., of AC3



Pensacola plays in passing jazz to the younger 
generation. One of the stated goals of Jazz 
Pensacola is to provide education as well as 
entertainment. 

Older brother Austin Paul Jr. is featured 
on Alicia Keyes’ latest release “Keys” and is a 
veteran of NY City’s Apollo Theatre New Year’s 
Event and Carnegie Hall. The two younger twin 
brothers, Andrew and Aundre, have already 
made a name for themselves in the jazz world 
and are presently studying at Florida A&M 
University and are members of the Marching 
100. 

Since 2011, Jazz Pensacola has been 
able to give monetary rewards to 95 finalists in 
our competitions, a total of over $30,000 in 
awards. These donations are made possible 
because of Jazz Pensacola members and 
friends who join the Jazz Education Team 
Supporters as well as support from grants and 
corporate donations. Amateur students in both 
high school and college are encouraged to 
attend our Jazz Jams and to perform with 
seasoned professional musicians as a way of 
gaining confidence in performance. Jazz 
Pensacola communicates with the high school 
and  college bands in an effort to seek students 
who wish to perform and compete in our events. 
We are grateful for the cooperation of the 
schools and colleges in the area for their 
instruction and encouragement. Another wing of 
the education outreach is the Vickers Artist in 
Residence Fund which offers master classes 
and concerts from time to time as funds permit. 

Seeing the brothers in AC3 perform on 
the JazzFest stage is an encouragement to us all 
to continue in the work of jazz education. 

CD Review
By F. Norman Vickers 

 This is an interesting concept for a 
recording.  It’s all about YOU.  That is, of the 
eighteen songs on this recording, all include 
the word you in the title. In order to get 
eighteen tunes in the allotted hour, average 
length would be bout three minutes. In 
discussing the recording with Mr. Gates, he 
reported that he had been entertaining that 
concept for about a year.  He called on his 
friends Tim Ray, piano; John Lockwood, 
bass; and Jim Lattini, drums. 

They had long worked together so it 
was a joy to work with them in the studio for 
about three days. Sample titles are mostly 
well-known such as Exactly Like You; I Mean 
You; P. S. I Love You. And there’s the lesser-
known You Never Miss The Water “Til the 
Well Runs Dry. Liner notes are by Will 
Friedwald, a jazz journalist whose sub-
specialty is vocalists.  Friedwald’s most 
famous book is entitled “Sinatra! The Song is 
You.” In summary, a delightful musical hour. 
Gates is familiar to many in Pensacola since 
he performed for Pensacola JazzFest, and 
for our Jazz Society events and, most 
recently last year at a Vickers-Bruno Jazz 
House Party.

The CD will be available in the Jazz Room at 
downtown West Florida Public Library. It 
awaits your check-out!

“Jazz is one of the best things you can find in 
your life, it can always be your friend.”

- George Gershwin -

Jazz Pensacola would like to welcome 
new members:

Robert and Sue Strickland

YOU 

Giacomo 
Gates with 
Tim Ray, 
John 
Lockwood 
and Jim 
Lattini

Savant 
Records, Inc.



What’s Jazzing 
by Carolyn Tokson

Jazz Pensacola’s 39th JazzFest is what’s 
jazzing now! So make certain you are a part of it. It 
promises to be a fantastic event with quality jazz 
free for all. Did I mention that all that jazz is FREE. 
If you have a fantastic time, think of donating to 
Jazz Pensacola. All donations are tax-deductible 
and it’s easy to donate online. Make sure you buy a 
raffle ticket for the La-Z-Boy recliner that’s in the 
Merchandise Tent. 

Further afield, Seabreeze Jazz Fest 2022 
April 20-25 in Panama City features a huge list of 
performers of smooth jazz. 

New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival 
closes out the month April 29 to May 8. 

Another really special event you want to 
mark on your calendar is the upcoming  Gulf Coast 
Ethnic Heritage and JazzFestival on Friday, July 29 
through Sunday, July 31 in Mobile. This year Josea 

London will be honored for his many years of jazz 
education to the young people of Mobile and the 
surrounding area. The festival opens Thursday with 
an evening of poetry hosted by Huggy Bear Da 
Poet announcing the winners of the poetry contest. 
Friday’s event features the Excelsior Band with the 
Marcus Johnson Summer Camp and  the E.B. 
Coleman Orchestra in a black tie affair.  Althea 
Rene, Elan Trotman and Mr. Sipp (“The Mississippi 
Blues Child”) are performing on Saturday. Sunday’s 
headliners are Roman Street, Jakima and the 
Funkheads and Milkshake. Go to the website at 
www.gcehjazzfest.org to learn the exact location of 
events and costs. Founded by Creola Ruffin, this 
festival “seeks to present jazz through a declaration 
of its evolution at every turn” and offers education 
for the next generation and entertainment for all. 

MOJO, Mobile’s Order of the Jazz 
Obsessed closed out the month with Jimmy 
Roebuck’s Trio with special guests Red Young and 
Bob Maksymkow on 28 March. Check their website 
at www.mojojazz.org to learn about next month’s 
Jambalaya.

Tickets are already on sale for Wm. 
“Cadillac” Banks’ 2022 Gulf Coast Summer Fest 
Jazz Edition Saturday and Sunday September 3-4, 
2022 in Pensacola’s Maritime Park. As usual, there 
is a star-studded list of musicians.

To keep up with the latest jazz in the area 
check out Jazz Pensacola’s website 
www.jazzpensacola.com  and sign up to receive 
Carmen Brown’s Jazznotes at 
smoothoperator983@gmail.com.  

Condolences to the family of Dick Pace 
who died recently. In his younger years Dick was a 
music fan and an early member of the Jazz Society 
of Pensacola. He was known for his interesting 
stories of musicians from former times in 
Pensacola.  

Don’t forget the West Florida Public 
Library’s free series of concerts at the Spring St. 
branch every first and fourth Tuesday of the month. 
That’s April 5 and April 26 this month. They are 
hosted by Joe Occhipinti; he and his friends 
perform standards of the jazz repertoire to an 
appreciative audience. These concerts are 
sponsored by the library as an educational and 
entertaining outreach to the community to highlight 
the Jazz Room on the second floor. Since its 
inception, Jazz Pensacola has worked in 
conjunction with the library to increase the jazz 
materials available to the community. We are 
grateful to the library’s administration for 
sponsoring such a series of jazz events. 

Upcoming Events for Jazz Pensacola 
Save the Dates! 

Friday, April1, Meet and Greet JazzFest 
Musicians 7 to 11PM at The District 
FREE

Saturday and Sunday April 2 and 3: Jazz 
Pensacola JazzFest Seville Square 
FREE

Tuesday, April 5: WF Public  Library, Spring 
St. Free concert with Joe O. 1-3PM 

Monday, April 18 Gumbo: College Bands 
Concert at Seville Quarter 5:30PM

Tuesday April 26: WFPublic Library: Free 
concert with Joe O. 1-3PM

Monday, May 23 Gumbo: High School 
Bands Concert at Seville Quarter 5:30PM

Monday June 20 Gumbo: Women in Jazz: 
All-Female Band at Seville Quarter 
5:30PM

Monday, July 18 Gumbo: Salute to Female 
Vocalists at Seville Quarter 5:30PM

http://www.gcehjazzfest.org
http://www.mojojazz.org
http://www.jazzpensacola.com
mailto:smoothoperator983@gmail.com

