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The Legacy of the Big Band Era
By Justine Ward
I have always had a passion for music
composed during the first half of the twentieth
century. That music helped the public endure two
World Wars and a depression. This era inspired and
produced some of the world's greatest composers,
musicians and arrangers. Since I was a small child,
I have loved the big band music. I listened to the
recordings so often, that I soon memorized most of
the lyrics from every song. So, when I moved to
Florida and found out about Jazz Pensacola, I
thought I had moved to paradise. We are so blessed
here on the Gulf Coast to have many great
musicians. Since we live in an area where there are
many kinds of music performed by skilled
musicians, it is challenging to promote jazz music
in general, extra challenging to promote the big
band era music. Many people have never really
heard the music from that era and do not recognize
the songs or the composers. It makes me sad when I
talk with a young person that has never heard of
George Gershwin, Duke Ellington, or Jerome Kern.
However, I am encouraged that jazz bands are in
some junior high & high schools. When I hear
some of the school bands play, I am astounded at
the degree of talent in these young students. It is all
very encouraging.
While I was in Kansas City a few years
ago, I attended a middle school jazz program. The
program was all Big Band Era Music. These young
students presented a delightful program to an
enthusiastic audience of parents and grandparents.
However, the most memorable part was a statement
by the bandleader. The bandleader introduced the
program, telling us how the students were learning
the music of America's great composers. He then
stated, "If we don't teach them this music, who
will?" I have often thought about that statement and
how I could help with the endeavor. Yes, we can
donate to efforts, and I try to make that effort, but
as a jazz society, or a big band society, we need to
create and promote programs that offer enjoyment
and education to the public. We cannot entice
younger people or expect them to like classic jazz if
they have never heard the music that we take for
granted. Since the start of the new year, "Jazz by
the Book" at the Pensacola Library on Spring Street
offers classic jazz music every first Tuesday of the
month. I attended the first two programs and

listened to some outstanding
classic jazz. I was content to hear a great program,
but after a few days passed, the statement from the
Kansas City band leader occurred in my mind, and
I realized that this program had more to offer than
just an hour or two of good music. "Jazz by the
Book" has many possibilities. This is an
opportunity to communicate with the public and let
them know about who we are and what we have to
offer. Jazz by the Book is a perfect program to
encourage and educate others about the beginnings
of jazz. The Jazz Room is a wonderful asset, but it
too needs to be promoted. Since the Jazz Room is
located inside the Pensacola Library, it is a perfect
location to promote the music and the Jazz Room
while allowing us to communicate with the public.
Jazz by the Book is a volunteer program by
all who are working on this endeavor. The goal is to
promote classic jazz and the Jazz Room at the
Library. Admission is free. In addition, the
excellent staff at the library prepare free popcorn
and give out free bottled water.
Joe Occhipinti, Roger Villines, and Chris
Saunders have been the principal musicians. Great
music for a good cause is the type of program that
all of us should support. The music is the soul of
the Jazz Society. In my opinion, we are obligated to
preserve and promote the music and pass it on to
another generation.
“Jazz by the Book “is held the first
Tuesday of each month at the Pensacola Library
located at 239 N. Spring St. The next concert will
take place on February 1st. Music starts at 1:00
P.M.

Justine Ward has been a devoted jazz
fan and enthusiastic sponsor of different Jazz
Pensacola events in the last few years. She
has also formed a Facebook page for “Big
Band and Classic Jazz 209”. As a volunteer
Jazz Pensacola, she has worked at the
admissions desk and at the Jazz Pensacola
book and CD sales at the public library. This is
Justine’s second article for the newsletter. She
is ardent in her devotion to the jazz standards
and big band jazz. Professionally, Justine is a
tax accountant.

West Florida Public Library Offers
Free Jazz Standards Series
West Florida Public Library on Spring
Street is offering a free jazz standards series
through May on the first Tuesday of the
month at 1PM. That’s February 1, 2022. This
event offers classic jazz hosted
by Joe Occhipinti,
saxophonist and features other
well known jazz musicians in the
area. There is also free bottled
water and popcorn for
attendees.
Sponsored by the library
to stir interest in the Jazz Room
as well as to carry on the
musical tradition of classic jazz
Joe Occhipiniti
in the area, the concert is a
and his sax
strictly volunteer event with
Joe and the other musicians
donating their time and talents.The Jazz
Room’s collection, one of only two such
collections in Jazz Rooms in the US, is valued at
over $20,000 and offers free CDs, books, and
music scores for loan to any visitor with a library
card. One may reserve materials from the Jazz
Room on line and pick them up at another library
branch.
Joe has become an icon in the northwest
Florida and south Alabama area for his
promotion of classic jazz and big band music. He
was inducted into the Gulf Coast Ethnic and
Heritage Festival’s Hall of Fame in August of
2020 and was honored by Jazz Pensacola in
July of 2021 as one of the founders of the Jazz
Society of Pensacola.

Become a Jazz Education Team
Supporter Now
Jazz Pensacola’s Student Competition will
be the entertainment of the March Gumbo. Initiated
in 2011, this student endeavor has offered financial
awards to deserving and talented music students.
The event is funded by donations from various
grants and donations of members. Now is the time
to make a donation to JETS (Jazz Education Team
Supporters). One of the missions of our society is
to encourage and support the education of young

musicians in the tradition
of jazz.
What happened
to the winners of that
first competition?
Recently saxophonist
Austin Connor Jr. was
featured on the new
Alicia Keyes album.
Noemi Ruiz on trumpet.
Austin was competing on
Photo by Dean Vanderhoof.
alto saxophone in the
high school division then.
Greg Lyon, guitarist, was a student at UWF. He is
now a performing artist in this area and throughout
the southeast. Vocalist Destiny Howard, also a
student at UWF in that first competition, is teaching
voice and piano at Gulf Coast School of Music.
This semester she is also teaching drama as a
middle school elective at Creative Learning
Academy. She sometimes sings around town as a
duo, but has curtailed
much activity due to
the coronavirus. She
also sings for her
husband’s projects
since he is a budding
composer. Isabelle
Peterson, vocalist,
was a homeschooled
Jensen Cadenhead on drums
student in the 2012
Photo by Dean Vanderhoof
competition and is now
the Women’s Ensemble
Director of the Choral Society of Pensacola and
Director of Music at Nativity of our Lord Catholic
Church. Elisha Miller, who first competed in 2016
is presently Associate Conductor of the National
Children’s Chorus in Washington, D.C. Several
winners who are still pursuing degrees such as
Jensen Cadenhead, drummer, and Noemi Ruiz,
trumpetist, have performed in recent Jazz
Pensacola Gumbos and JazzFest 2021. Vocalist,
Selena Neal is focusing on finishing her last two
semesters at UWF and working on her Honors
Thesis. Selena is working toward a dual major in
English (Creative Writing) and Music (Music and an
Outside Field) She is an honors minor with the
Kugelman Honors Program. Selena reports “I’m
very thankful for the competition, and I had fun
learning and competing in the past.” Andrew Tinch,
a student at the Frost School of Music, has
performed several times with Gulf Jazz Society in
Panama City.
It is a great pleasure to see these young
musicians gain experience, education and
confidence as they mature in music. You can
become a part of that experience by becoming an
active participant and supporter of the Jazz
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Pensacola Student competition by donating $50 to
Jazz Pensacola. You may send a check to the
office at 3 W. Garden St. Suite 418, Pensacola, FL
32502, call the office at 850-433-8382 or donate
online at our website www.jazzpensacola.com

February Gumbo is a Mardi Gras
Party
February’s Gumbo should prove to be a
lively evening with two bands celebrating Mardi
Gras. The Seville
Saints consisting of
Cynthia Domulot on
keyboard and
vocals, Chuck
Schwartz on horns,
Tom Latenser on
bass and Fred
Domulot on drums
and vocals will join
The Village Brass
Band with Fly Dents
on saxophone,
Noemi Ruiz on trumpet, Jackson Miller on
trombone, Michael Young on tuba and Jensen
Cadenhead on snare drum. That’s a lot of
musicians with instruments and a Second Line
coming in to start off the evening. Bring your
umbrellas and join in.
Special thanks go to the sponsors, Buck
Mitchell of Seville Quarter and Dustin Bonifay
of Dustin Bonifay of Dustin Bonifay State Farm
Agency. This fundraiser will cost $20 for
admission which includes a cup of Seville
Quarter’s famous gumbo.

Sponsor a Jazz Pensacola Gumbo
Do you want to be the life of the party?
You can be. Sponsor a Jazz Pensacola event.
It’s a perfect way to celebrate a special
occasion such as a birthday or anniversary.
The Jazz Pensacola Board of Directors has
recently approved a list of perks for sponsors
of Jazz Gumbos. Thanks to directors Ali Egan,
Dustin Bonifay and Dave Schmidt for their
efforts to clarify benefits for anyone sponsoring
an event.

Jazz Gumbo Single Sponsor ($500)
• 4 attendees for the event
• Reserved table near the stage for 4
• Name/Company on event handout
• Recognition as sponsor on upcoming event
calendars on website, in newsletter, and on
social media page
• Sponsors thanked from stage before break and
during 50/50 raffle
Jazz Gumbo half sponsor ($250)
•2 attendees for the event
•Name/Company on event
handout
•Recognition as sponsor on
upcoming event calendars
on website, in newsletter,
and on social media event
page
•Sponsors thanked from
stage before break and
during 50/50 raffle
Contact Carolyn Tokson at
ctokson@hotmail.com if you
wish to sponsor an event.

Terry Teachout, Music Critic, Author
Dies: Personal Recollections
By F. Norman Vickers
Author and music critic Terry Teachout has died
at age 65. He had written a definitive biography
of Duke Ellington and also of Louis Armstrong.
More recently, he had written a one-man play,
Armstrong at the Waldorf.
He also had a blog on Arts Journal website. The
first time Teachout came to my attention was
when he wrote a definitive biography of H. L.
Mencken in 2003. Since Mencken is one of my
heroes, I read Teachout’s book in detail. Seems
that it took him 10 years of research and writing
to complete this book. He was living in New York
at the time and rented a place in Baltimore so
that he could stay while researching the book.
I don’t have the details about Teachout’s
research on Duke Ellington, but I have learned
“Personal Reflections … Continued”

about the details of his research and writing
about Louis Armstrong. After both Armstrong
and his 4th and last wife Lucille had died, the
Armstrong home in Queens, NY became a
museum. The house contained a treasure-trove
of material not previously available to
researchers. There were papers, books and
other materials which included multiple reel-toreel tapes. Armstrong would carry his taperecorder, set it up in the room and then turn on.
When Armstrong would have a visitor, he would
encourage the visitor to record some thoughts or
conversation. I never got to meet Teachout but
asked Ricky Riccardi, director of research at the
Armstrong House, about details of how the
research went. Riccardi is always present at the
annual Satchmo Summerfests in New Orleans
and has, himself, authored two books about
Armstrong. Apparently, Teachout had been
invited to speak at Satchmo Summerfest, but
other obligations kept him elsewhere.
There are definitive obituaries of Teachout in NY
Times, Wall Street Journal and elsewhere and
the reader is referred there for more complete
details.
Teachout’s biographies about Armstrong and
Ellington are available in the jazz room of the
downtown West Florida Public Library.
Duke: A Life of Duke Ellington by Terry Teachout
Pops: A Life of Louis Armstrong by Terry
Teachout.

Attorney Frank Bozeman who was an
early Jazz Society of Pensacola board
member has just died. He was if great
assistance when the Jazz Society was
organized and he helped with the legal work,
pro bono, in getting the Jazz Society
incorporated. He was a member of the first
board of directors. Sympathy is extended to
his wife Mary and extended family. Full
obituary is available at Pensacola News
Journal and Waters & Hibbert Funeral Home
website.

Phil Woods Autobiography Added To
Jazz Room
Review by F. Norman Vickers
Life In E Flat
The Autobiography of Phil Woods
By Phil Woods and Ted Panken
Cymbal Press © 2020

Saxophonist and
bandleader Phil Woods
( 1931-2015) wrote his
autobiography with Ted
Panken and it was published
posthumously. For those who
are unfamiliar with Woods, it is significant that he
was a jazz musician who idolized Charlie
Parker. In fact, after Parker died in 1955 at age
34, Woods married Parker’s common-law wife
Chan and raised Parker’s son by Chan.
Autobiographies are not always best to give a
complete overview of a person’s life, but this
book is, for the time, the best summary of
Wood’s life. Woods was raised by middle-class
parents in Springfield, Mass. After high school
experience playing saxophone, Woods moved to
New York where he studied privately with Lennie
Tristano and attended Juilliard.
From that experience, he then lived the
life of jazz saxophonist journeyman, taking gigs
whenever available. This was a time when most
jazz players had learned their skills by
apprenticeship rather than
formal training, However, in this instance, Woods
had the advantage of both methods.
Woods idolized Charlie Parker and had
several opportunities to meet and talk with him.
Then after Parker’s untimely death, in the course
of time he and Chan got together and were
married. However, if one is seeking a detailed
description of Woods’ life with Chan, the reader
will be disappointed. Suffice it to say, they had a
child together, moved to a village south of Paris
during which time Woods was performing in
Europe. The couple gradually grew apart and
Chan continued to live in France and Woods
moved back to the States and another marriage.
Woods continues his narrative about his
career and lived in the Delaware Water Gap area
of Pennsylvania. Of special interest to our
Northwest Florida fans, our favorite bassist,
Steve Gilmore, was living in that area and was a

regular member of Woods’ group. He is
mentioned several times in the book, and it also
includes a photo of Steve with Woods and small
group of band members.
Of additional interest, Chan Parker’s
book, My Life In E-Flat © 1993 is also in the Jazz
Room. (Gilmore and I both remarked about the
similarity of titles of both books but don’t have
any further information on
how the title for Woods’ book was chosen. In
Chan’s book, she describes her trip to Hollywood
to confer with Clint Eastwood and writer Joel
Oliansky about the movie Bird, a carefully written
and produced movie about Charlie Parker.

she lived on the East Coast. She also has a
booking in Houston for mid-February.
Kathy’s CD—Who Knew? Will be available for
check-out at the Jazz Room at downtown West
Florida Public Library. Of course, it is also
available through her website
www.kathylyonmusic.com.

Upcoming Events for Jazz
Pensacola
Save the Dates!

Kathy Lyon Releases Fifth CD---Who
Knew?
By F. Norman Vickers
Kathy Lyon has released her firth
CD entitled Who Knew? In
conversation with her we learn
that she and late husband Tom
had written a few songs about
three decades ago but nothing
since. With the virus and
subsequent lock-down, this gave
opportunity to regroup and do
some composition. She reports
that she has a few more songs in preparation for
a future release, as well.
Kathy has five original songs on her CD and the
sixth, entitled Favorite Fantasy, was co-written
with Rich Chorne’, the guitarist on the recording.
It was an interesting story about how the
recording happened. The guitarist, Chorne’ was
a longtime friend, now living in Ruidoso, New
Mexico. While visiting with Chorne’ and family,
they went into the studio and recorded this. Area
musician, some from El Paso were called in to
complete the ensemble.
Asked about future gigs, Kathy replied that she
has a vocal date near Orlando with a band
named Overjoy. She was associated group when

Monday, February 21 Gumbo: Mardi Gras
Celebration with The Seville Saints and The
Village Brass Band ** Special Fundraiser
Monday, March 21 Gumbo: The Jazz Pensacola
Student Competition
Saturday and Sunday April 2 and 3:
Jazz Pensacola JazzFest Seville
Square
Monday, April 18 Gumbo: College
Bands Concert
Monday, May 23 Gumbo: High
School Bands Concert
Monday June 20 Gumbo: Women in Jazz: AllFemale Band
Monday, July 18 Gumbo: Salute to Female
Vocalists

Jazz Pensacola would like to
welcome to new member:
Nora Matos

What’s Jazzing
by Carolyn Tokson
There is a plethora of jazz performances in
town and in the area. Check out the calendar on
the Jazz Pensacola website for the latest live jazz
events in the area. That’s at
www.jazzpensacola.com
Tuesday, February 1 starts off the month
with the FREE concert at 1PM at the West Florida
Public Library on Spring St. featuring Joe
Occhipinti and his friends in a performance of jazz
standards.
Saturday, February 12, the Bob
Strickland Jazz Couriers
will be performing for a
romantic Valentine’s event
at the Scenic Hills
Country Club. This
combo features Bob
Strickland on trumpet,
Steve Douglas on bass,
Jim Green on guitar,
Jackson Miller on
trombone, Jimmy
Roebuck on drums.
Scenic Hills has on several
occasions offered a
meeting room gratis to
Jazz Pensacola volunteers James Proctor on drums at
and the board of directors.
a Gumbo featuring the
music of Grover
Friday, February
Washington, Jr.
18 is the deadline for
student musicians to get
their applications in for the Jazz Pensacola Student
Competition in March.
February’s Jazz Gumbo offers a chance
to really celebrate Mardi Gras with The Seville
Saints and the Village Brass Band on Monday,
February 21 at Phineas Phogg’s in Seville Quarter.
That group always provides a musical way to enjoy
lively music and dance as well. Thanks to Buck
Mitchell of Seville Quarter and Dustin Bonifay of
Dustin Bonifay State Farm Agency for sponsoring
the bands. Read the article in this month’s
newsletter on how you too can sponsor a
Gumbo.
Gino Rosario’s new single “Ride Along”
featuring Judah Sealy was tied at number 1 on the
top most added on the Groove Jazz Charts the day
after its release. He’s playing in a Savy One virtual
concert on Sunday, January 30 at 7 PM with
saxophonist Erisa Nicole. He’s here in town
performing at Sheila Green’s venue February 13
from 6 PM with violinist Karen Briggs. Price is

$40 with dinner included. Check out his Facebook
page for details.
Kathy Lyon’s new single “Who Knew?” is out.
You can hear a sample by going to YouTube to
hear some of the songs “Much Too Late Now” and
“Favorite
Fantasy.” While Kathy has performed world-wide,
this new album offers a selection of music written
by Kathy herself. Kathy’s photo graced the January
2022 cover of Rock and Blues International
which featured an article about her under the title,
“Pensacola’s Jazz Vocalist Extraordinaire”.
February will find Kathy performing with the Paul
English Quartet in Houston at Alta Arts, an
interdisciplinary venue in the city. Read Dr.
Vicker’s article in this issue. Kathy has been
receiving a lot of attention in the industry
magazines since her release of her album “Nothin’
but Love” with Huston Person. You can order her
new album at www.kathylyonmusic.com or online
at various websites.
A group of devoted jazz fans experienced
an elegant evening of jazz at V. Paul’s Italian
Ristorante at another Vickers-Bruno jazz party in
early January. Stephanie Nakasian, vocalist
performed with Bobby van Duesen on piano and
Steve Gilmore on bass. Stephanie had performed
at a Jazz Fest several years ago and delighted the
audience with her virtuoso jazz vocalizing. This
event offered a far more intimate setting.
The International Blues Challenge in
Memphis has been rescheduled for May 6th
though 9th. Jim Richmond and his Cat Daddy
Blues Duo and the Max McCann Band will
represent the Blues Society of NW Florida.
If you’re a gypsy jazz fan, check out the
chance to study and relish in this genre at the
Django in June workshop from June 13-19 in
Northampton, MA.
Thanks to all of you who have reached out
to me after my recent health issues. I am staying at
home and recuperating as ordered by doctors. I
appreciate your kindness and concern. It’s an
opportunity to listen to some jazz, study more
French, and write. I’m enjoying a Pink Martini CD
of French songs that I received as a gift over the
holidays. Stay well and keep on jazzing!

“Jazz is an open ended music designed for
open minds.”
- Anonymous.

