
The Importance of Jazz Education
by Roger Villines

Why is jazz education important? 
Because without it jazz would be a 
diminishing musical art form. Jazz might 
survive in some small way as a practice 
carried on by dedicated enthusiasts. For 
example, fly fishing is not 
taught in school, but it is still 
carried on by dedicated 
enthusiasts.

The good news: Jazz 
education is a prominent 
part of music education in 
America. Many, if not most 
middle and high schools in 
America have jazz bands. 
They may rehearse outside 
of regular school hours, but 
they are happening. Jazz 
degrees are commonplace 
in colleges and universities, 
to include post graduate 
levels all the way to 
doctorate. As a result, there 
are millions of young people 
out there who have enjoyed 
playing in jazz a band. And 
there are many who are true 
experts at jazz.

While jazz is not considered a commercially 
popular music in America or the world, along 
with classical and opera and other less 
commercial genre, jazz remains an 
important part of the overall musical 
spectrum. This is true largely because of the 
prevalence of jazz education in our school 
systems.

So, bravo to our music educators! This band 
and chorus directors out there who teach 
jazz to young people. And in the process, 
what joy they bring to our world. After all, 
jazz is fun!

Upcoming Student Jazz 
Competition

by Roger Villines

And speaking of jazz education, the 
12th Annual Jazz Pensacola Student Jazz 
Competition will hold live finals on March 17 
at Seville Quarter. 

Back in Fall of 2010, 
Jazz Pensacola leadership 
decided to create an annual 
Student Jazz Competition as 
a jazz education initiative. 
Jazz Pensacola leaders plus 
some local music educators 
made a plan for our first 
contest held in March of 
2011. The live finals took 
place at the Ashmore Fine 
Arts Auditorium on the 
campus of Pensacola State 
College (PSC). 

In the process that 
evolved the student 
applicants submit recorded 
performances of specified 
tunes that are prejudged in a 
preliminary round to chose 
who goes on to perform in 
the live finals in three 

divisions: College Instrumental, High School 
Instrumental and Jazz Vocalist. The finals 
performances are in front of a live audience, 
and 3 judges deliberate to rank the group 
into placings for the monetary awards 
ranging from $100 to $500.

The contests have turned out to be 
truly memorable, high quality events, and the 
student performances continue to wow the 
audiences. One point to make: this is a 
contest for student jazz soloists. Most of a 
typical school jazz (big) band are not 
soloists. Hopefully, they all get some 

ISSUE XXXVII
March 2022

“Upcoming Student Jazz… Continued”

Former Jazz Pensacola president 
Roger Villines on trumpet at a Jazz 

Jam. 

Photo by Alice Crann Good.jpg



instruction and experience in playing solos 
and improvising, but only a small percentage 
actually get serious about playing improvised 
solos. These players, who also play in the 
jazz combos, are the ones in our jazz 
competition. They are the future jazz stars. 

So far in our competition, a total of 95 
finalists have received awards totaling 
around $30,000. Awards have helped pay 
college tuitions, attend special jazz camps/
schools and purchase instruments, 
computers and other music equipment. 
Many winners have gone on to greater 
heights in the jazz/music world to include 
prestigious jazz schools, military bands and 
performance successes.

In 2019, we changed the venue from the 
PSC Ashmore Auditorium to Phineas 
Phogg’s in Seville Quarter. It worked very 
nicely, adding more of a jazz-club vibe to the 
experience. 

We never know just how many students will 
take the plunge and enter our little contest. It 
does require some work, skill and 
preparation – they have to record their 
performances of two tunes to accompany 
the application. It also requires some 
courage and confidence, to get up on the 
stage and improvise jazz before an audience 
and judges. But, these are some of the same 
requirements to be a jazz soloist in our 
musical world. What a great educational 
experience.

This year’s Student Jazz Competition Finals 
start at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, March 17, at 
Seville Quarter. Admission is free and open 
to all. See you there.

Thanks to Jazz Pensacola’s 
Student Competition 

by Ty Kannegieter

My name is Ty Kannegieter and I’m 
originally from Daphne. Alabama. I’ve been 
playing the saxophone since 5th grade and I 

had the good fortune to 
play the Jazz Pensacola 
Student Competition a 
few years ago! It will 
remain in my mind a 
fantastic opportunity not 
only to perform for a 
knowledgable audience 
but also to hear 
amazingly talented peer 
musicians. I am currently 
studying biology at 
Harvard College,  but I 
play in the university 
jazz band and have had 
the opportunity to pay 
with a few other bands/

organizations in the Boston area. I hope to 
keep playing throughout my life, and I cannot 
thank organizations like Jazz Pensacola (as 
well as my home organizations The Jazz 
Studio and The Mobile Big Band) enough for 
giving me the tools to grow as a musician. 

Book Review
By Ron Shelton and F. Norman Vickers
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“Jazz is opened ended music designed for 
open minds.”

- Anonymous -

D C Jazz

Stories of Jazz Music in 
Washington, D. C.

Maurice Jackson and Blair A. 
Ruble, Editors

Georgetown University Press © 
2018, pp. 198



Jazz Pensacola member Ron Shelton 
attended Howard University in the 1950s 
and then subsequently worked in the D. C. 
area for a number of years, so this book 
brings back pleasant memories.  Will Marion 
Cook and James Reese Europe, particularly 
influential in the pre-jazz and early jazz era, 
were both Washington area natives.  Of 
course, the great jazz pianist/bandleader/
composer Duke Ellington was a native, as 
well.

Said Shelton, “The great jazz vocalist 
Shirley Horne was a native of D. C. and she 
made D. C. her home throughout her career. 
In fact, at one point, I was living next door to 
Shirley’s grandfather. And it was through him 
that we got acquainted.   She would 
frequently visit with her grandfather, and we 
could have a chance to socialize.  Also, 
when she would perform in the D. C. area, I 
would sit up front and then during 
intermission she would come down and we 
would visit.”

A number of Shelton’s professors and 
classmates were key players in the jazz 
scene from the ‘50s onward and were 
contributors to the book.  

Interestingly, Vickers has some 
connections as well.  Jazz writer/
photographer William Gottlieb grew up in the 
Washington area and was friends of the 
sons of the Turkish ambassador.  It was 

Ahmet and Nesuhi Ertegun, early jazz 
enthusiasts, who introduced Gottlieb to jazz.  
Because they lived in the Turkish Embassy, 
the segregation laws didn’t apply, so 
integrated jazz sessions would regularly 
occur there.  As most readers of this column 
already know, the Ertegun brothers were 
founders or Atlantic Records and went on to 
record many jazz as well as rock stars.  
Gottlieb wrote for Washington Post from late 
‘30s to about 1948 and subsequently was 
manager at publishing house.  On 
retirement, he made a second career from 
his jazz photography books, exhibits and 
travels. Ultimately he sold his collection to 
Library of Congress, so now we U. S. 
Citizens own these treasures.  See Gottlieb’s 
photos and books in the Jazz Room at 
downtown West Florida Public Library. 

One chapter about Duke Ellington is 
written by John Edward Hasse.  Hasse was 
director of the jazz section of the 
Smithsonian for about a quarter of a century.  
It was he who rescued the Ellington 
compositions and manuscripts for the U. S.  
They were about to be sold to a Japanese 
bidder.  Hasse was able to get an 
appropriation from Congress to purchase 
these for the Smithsonian.  Hasse is retired 
from that job but frequently writes a jazz 
column for Wall Street Journal.

After reading and reviewing the book, Ron 
Shelton said, “It brought back too many 
pleasant memories, I had to get a copy for 
myself and my younger brother.”

The book will soon be available for check-
out at the Jazz Room at downtown West 
Florida Public Library.

Norman Vickers and Ron Shelton in the 
Jazz Room after the West Florida Public 

Library Jazz Concert.

Jazz Pensacola would like to welcome 
new members:

Mary Chavez
Ella Joyce Ezell

Julie Martin



West Florida Library Expands 
Jazz Concerts
Carolyn Tokson

“Jazz by the Book” hosted by Joe 
Occhipinti under the sponsorship of the West 
Florida Public Library proved to be so 
enthusiastically received that the staff at the 
Spring St. branch has decided to offer more 
afternoon events. The 1 PM concert the first 
Monday in February brought over 30 jazz 
fans who tapped their feet and applauded 
often and vigorously. That concert featured 
Roger Villines on trumpet and flugelhorn, 
Joe Occhipinti on saxophone, Chris 
Saunders on keyboard, John Fountain on 
guitar and Leah Yelverton on drums and 
vocals. The crowd responded especially well 
to Leah’s vocal offerings. 

Amy Horosky, Senior Librarian, Adult 
Services, had a table displaying books and 
CDs available from the Jazz Room on the 
second floor. Popcorn and water were 
offered as well. 

Free Jazz Concerts from 1-3 PM will 
continue on the first Tuesday of the month 
though May as well as additional events on 
Tuesday March 22 from 1-3 PM; Tuesday, 
April 26 from 1-3 PM; and Tuesday, May 14 
from 1-3 PM. All events will be in Meeting 
Room B in the library on Spring St. 
Scheduled events are: Tuesday, March 1 
from 1-3 PM, Tuesday, March 22 from 1-3 
PM, Tuesday April 5 from 1-3 PM and April 
26 from 1-3 PM, Tuesday, May 3 from 1-3 
and Tuesday, May 24 from 1-3.

Patrons may check out materials from 
the Jazz Room in person or by reserving 
materials online at the library’s website. 
Books and CDs can be picked up at the local 
branches if they are ordered online. This is a 
very valuable service for those who are not 
able to get to the main branch downtown. 

The Jazz Room at the library was 
made possible through a donation from the 

late Ralph Knowles, a very active member of 
Jazz Pensacola. There are only two such 
Jazz Rooms in the U.S. The library’s 
collection is valued at well over $20,000 
presently and is supported by an annual 
donation from Jazz Pensacola members. A 
committee of Jazz Pensacola members 
consisting of Dr. Norman Vickers, Roger 
Villines along with Amy Horosky and other 
members of the library staff work together to 
present these events and spark interest in 
the materials in the Jazz Room.  

This recent series of jazz events is an 
outreach to the community and all music is 
provided free by the musicians involved in 
an effort to promote jazz in the city. 

Upcoming Events for Jazz Pensacola 

Save the Dates! 

Monday, March 21 Gumbo: The Jazz 
Pensacola Student Competition at 
Phineas Phogg’s at Seville Quarter

Friday, April1, Meet and Greet 
JazzFest Musicians 7 to 11PM at The 
District

Saturday and Sunday April 2 and 3: 
Jazz Pensacola JazzFest Seville 
Square 

Monday, April 18 Gumbo: College 
Bands Concert

Monday, May 23 Gumbo: High School 
Bands Concert

Monday June 20 Gumbo: Women in 
Jazz: All-Female Band

Monday, July 18 Gumbo: Salute to 
Female Vocalists  



Jazz Pensacola Chooses Poster for 
JazzFest 2022

This year, Jazz 
Pensacola received 
more than 20 
renditions for Jazz 
Pensacola JazzFest 
2022 Poster Contest. 
There were many 
good quality offerings 
and after much 
deliberation, members 
of the Board of 
Directors voted and 
chose the poster by 
Peter Gurtowsky. 

Peter is a 
commercial art director 
who has created brand marks, graphics, 
advertisements, collateral and art for a 
diverse group of regional and national 
clientele for more than 30 years. His work 
has garnered numerous industry awards 
including Addy Awards and 
Utility Communicators International Better 
Communications Competition Awards.

The poster will be on sale in the 
Merchandise Tent during JazzFest. This 
colorful poster will also be available for sale 
on our website for those who live out of town 
or are not able to attend the festival in 
person. Last year’s poster is presently on 
sale on our website at 
www.jazzpensacola.com.

Join Us in the VIP Tent
Would you like a place in the VIP Tent 

to sit back and have a pleasant snack and 
glass of something cool to drink during 
JazzFest? Yes, you can pick that up an adult 
beverage from the Beer and Wine Tent and 
food from the food trucks. However, you’re 
missing an opportunity to sit back and enjoy 
JazzFest in even more style. Last year Jane 

Shattuck and her crew of volunteers served 
all sorts of tasty food and beverages from 
the beginning to end of the performances. 
This year promises to be a repeat of these 
treats. Plus you are guaranteed a chair 
which we do not furnish to the general 
audience anymore. There is also a port-a 
potty that is exclusively for those who have 
a reservation in the VIP Tent.   

Jane even had a door prize from 
Bodacious Olive to give away. It’s well 
worth your time to send a check to our Jazz 
Pensacola office at 3 West Garden St. 
Suite 418, Pensacola, FL 32502 or call 
Alice Crann Good at 850-433-8382 to 
reserve your place in the VIP Tent. A place 
in the VIP Tent costs $50 per person for 
both days of the festival.

Jazz Pensacola JazzFest 2022 
Schedule is in Place 

Fred Domulot, president of Jazz 
Pensacola Board of Directors, has finalized 
the lineup for Jazz Pensacola JazzFest 
2022. Morning performances begin at 10 AM 
in Seville Square in downtown Pensacola 
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Pensacola JazzFest 2022 
Poster by Pete Gurtowsky.

Be a Volunteer 
for JazzFest

Volunteering to 
work at JazzFest can 
be a lot of fun. There 
are opportunities to 
work in several tents 
and to meet new people 
while listening to great 
jazz. Connect with our 
Coordinator of 
Volunteers, Robert 
Windt by email at 
rswindt@aol.com to join 
our group of 
enthusiastic volunteers. 

The Windt Family- Jazz 
Pensacola volunteers in the 

Merchandise Tent.

Photo by Derrick Fishback.
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both Saturday and Sunday, April 2 and 3. 
Local middle, high school and college bands 
will perform until after noon. These bands 
are a delightful part of the festival and 
showcase the importance of jazz education 
in the public schools and colleges in the 
area. 

Headlining the afternoon 
performances Saturday are names like The 
Mike Vax Quartet featuring world-renown 
trumpeter Vax who is known not only for his 
performances with the Stan Kenton Legacy 
Orchestra, but also as an educator who has 
presented workshops for high school and 
college students worldwide. David Spencer 
of the David Spencer Quartet is another 
internationally known headliner from 
Memphis where he is an associate professor 
at the University of Memphis. 

Popular regional and local artists will 
perform as well. The Red Bar Jazz Band will 
follow the Color Guard. Sharon Carroll, a 
contemporary jazz vocalist from Panama 
City will be on stage Saturday along with 
other groups such as Turquoise Tango with 
vocalist Mary Chavez, saxophonist Lukas 
Hein, and bassist Steve Douglas. Sabroso 
led by Lucas Hein who has relocated here 
from Portland will follow.  AC3 will close out 
the  afternoon in the park. But that is not the 
end of the day’s music at all. A Pro Jazz Jam  
will be available at The District from 7-11PM. 

Sunday morning will feature more 
area high school and college groups. 
Sunday afternoon will culminate with the 
Jenson Cadenhead Quintet headed up by 
drummer Jensen Cadenhead who has been 
studying at UWF and has been a winner in 
several of our Jazz Pensacola Student 
Competitions. The David Spencer Quartet 
will be the featured headliner Sunday.  
Regional musicians Allen Beeson and 
Jonathan Martin are leaders of the popular 
Beeson/Martin Quintet which got rave 
reviews at a Jazz Pensacola Gumbo this 

year. Zazu, a new band in the area features 
Django Reinhardt type gypsy jazz and is 
guaranteed to delight the audience with 
music not often heard in the area; it is an 
East coast version of a very popular group in 
Arizona. I have a Zazu CD which I bought at 
last year’s JazzFest. You can probably get a 
copy of that CD as well as one of Allen 
Beeson’s CDs in the Merchandise Tent 
during the festival. 

JazzFest 2022 will offer a 
merchandise tent with poster, tee shirt, and 
hat sales. A recent feature which has proved 
popular is the sale of older vinyl recordings. 
The Beer and Wine Tent and the VIP Tent 
offer drinks and amenities. To reserve a seat 
in the VIP Tent contact Alice Crann Good at 
info@jazzpensacola.com or at 
850-433-8382. Seats are $50 per person. 
Arts and craft vendors will be showing their 
wares for sale along the periphery of the 
square. 

Bring your lawn chairs and enjoy a 
beautiful afternoon in historic Seville Square. 
There will be food trucks available and there 
are several restaurants nearby with outdoor 
seating where one can enjoy music and 
dine. We ask that visitors not bring coolers to 
the park and that they instead support the 
sales of beer and wine at the festival since it 
is one of the ways in which we are able to 
keep JazzFest free. Dogs and bicycles are 
not allowed inside the square.

What’s Jazzing
Carolyn Tokson

“March winds, kites in the sky” was the 
first line of a poem I many long years ago. Let us 
hope February’s cold damp days are really at an 
end and we have some sunny days and fair 
winds on the horizon. It’s definitely looking up for 
jazz in our area. There are numerous 
opportunities to hear live jazz and support your 
favorite musicians. Check our website 
www.jazzpensacola.com for the calendar of the 
latest events. If you don’t receive Carmen 
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Brown’s marvelous monthly listing of live jazz, 
you can sign up for it by contacting her at 
smoothoperator@gmail.com. 

The West Florida Public Library has 
expanded their series of free jazz concerts. See 
the separate article in this newsletter about these 
twice monthly events hosted by Joe Occhipinti 
and his friends. Joe seems to be showing up all 
over the area. Check out the schedule at The 
Gordon where he has hosted several events. He 
will be leading a Swing Band at the Gulf Coast 
Renaissance Fair March 5-6 at the Santa Rosa 
Fairgrounds in Milton. That’s a great opportunity 
for dancers. 

Tuesday Night Jazz at Lili Marlene’s has 
been changed to an evening of soul music with 
Melodius Allen and the Funkheads, but there’s 
still live jazz at the District across the street from 
6:30-11:30PM. Fred Domulot and a variety of 
other local musicians have been enhancing the 
already elegant bar upstairs with weekly jazz 
performances featuring a special guest and a 
jam.  

Tickets go on sale for William “Cadillac” 
Banks’ Gulf Coast Summer Fest Jazz Edition on 
March 4. This year’s festival is scheduled for 
September 3-4, 2022 in the 
Community Maritime Park. 
“Cadillac” is also sponsoring and 
doing the DJ work for Smooth 
Jazz on Friday nights at the 
American Legion post on 12th 
Ave. 

Further south, the 
Apopka International Jazz Fest 
is Saturday, March 19. Gino 
Rosaria will be there. It’s a new 
festival; this is only their second 
year. It’s always good to hear 
about the proliferation of jazz in 
all its forms. 

MOJO in Mobile is 
offering a Jambalaya Monday March 28 featuring 
the Jimmy Roebuck Trio with Bob Maksymkow 
and special guest Red Young. Check their 
website for details. 

Seabreeze Festival is coming up next 
month April 20-24 at the Aaron Beasant Park in 

Panama City followed by the New Orleans Jazz 
and Heritage Festival from April 29 to May 8. So 
many festivals were cancelled in the past two 
years because of coronavirus spikes, that we are 
all grateful for the chance to get out in the spring 
air and hear quality jazz. 

Mark your calendar for the UWF Jazz 
Combo and Ensemble Concert Tuesday, April 26 
from 7:30-9PM at the Center for Performing Arts 
Mainstage Theatre. It’s alway a joy to hear these 
talented young musicians perform under the 
direction of Dr. Joseph Spaniola. 

Jazz Pensacola member, Rocky Denny 
has three new singles out ( “Blues Ain’t Nothin 
But the Truth”, “Back to Louisiana”, and “Thank 
You, Sam”) which can be purchased on iTunes. 
You can also hear them on Spotify, Pandora, 
Amazon, You Tube and many more sites. 

Congratulations to Anastasia Leech who 
has been  named as the November 2022 Artist in 
Residence at the 309 Punk House. Several 
years ago, Anastasia repeatedly won awards in 
the Jazz Pensacola Student Competition Vocal 
Section.

Special thanks too Jazz Pensacola 
volunteers Robert Windt and Justine Ward were 

on hand to give out materials 
about Jazz Pensacola for the 
Visit Pensacola Snowbird Event 
at The Museum of 
Transportation February 8. Joe 
Occhipinti, Chris Saunders and 
John Fountain provided music to 
enliven the event. For the last 
few years, Jazz Pensacola has 
offered musical entertainment 
for the program which 
introduces visitors who arrive 
during the winter season to 
different opportunities available 
in the area.

Other Jazz Pensacola 
volunteers are hard at work planning the various 
activities for JazzFest. Join us as a volunteer, in 
the VIP Tent or in the audience under the shade 
of the ancient oak trees for an experience to be 
remembered. 

Chris Saunders, John Fountain and 
Joe Occhipinti performing at the Visit 
Pensacola February Snowbird Event 

in the Museum of Transportation. 
Photo by Robert Windt
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