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Learning To Speak Jazz
by Doug Holsworth

Improvisation is an integral part of jazz, but
as a jazz educator I have found that many
students approach it as an arcane subject that
can’t be learned – they think you either have the
knack or you don’t. One of the reasons I think this
fear of improv develops is
the way we teach beginning
instrumental music, heavily
emphasizing playing exactly
what is on the page so that
students have good reading
skills. Don’t get me wrong –
I am a stickler for students
being able to sight-read and
would not ever downplay the
importance of music literacy.
The problem is that while we
are hammering away at
making sure players can
Doug Holsworth read with few mistakes, we
don’t give them space to
explore their instrument in a way that allows them
to play by ear and improvise.
My concept of the relationship between
sight reading and improvisation is to equate it with
written versus spoken language. We all learn the
structure of our language as children; we know
how to put together a sentence spontaneously
that makes sense because we figure out the rules
of grammar by trial and error when we are very
young. Later, we learn more formal grammar as
we learn to read and write that language. Yet we
don’t lose the ability to make up a sentence on the
spot when we learn how to read; if someone asks
us what we want for lunch, we don’t have to
scrounge around for a pencil to compose an
answer before we say that we feel like having
tacos because it is Taco Tuesday at the local
Mexican restaurant. That spoken answer still
follows the rules for English or it is just gibberish,
but we are willing to accept a much looser
application of those rules than when we write
something down.

Let’s draw the parallel to music and improv
– someone who only knows how to play what is
on the page, no matter how perfectly, is
comparable to a person who grabs a word
processor when someone asks them what they
want for lunch. They don’t really have command
of the musical language in a way that makes them
truly fluent. Why? They never had the chance to
explore music the way a toddler explores using
words to make up sentences. Of course, the
opposite is true – someone who can only play by
ear is sort of like a teenager whose Mommy still
has to read them bedtime stories because they
can’t read a book. I think to really call ourselves
complete musicians, we need to be able to do
both!
The approach I take to breaking down the
fear of improv and building up that skill is based
on the way toddlers learn to speak. I start with a
very limited vocabulary (literally one note at first!)
and a simple musical structure, then give them
lots of chances to sound terrible while they figure
out what works. Cell phones are a GREAT tool for
this; I will have students pull out their phones and
record the rhythm section playing simple changes
– or even no changes, just jamming on a single
chord. Then they can go home, put in their
earbuds and experiment with no worries about
sounding bad in front of their friends! Just like
teaching a baby to speak, I add more information
one or two items at a time, and show the patience
that it takes to allow them to grow in confidence as
they become more and more fluent at speaking
the musical language without having to read it
from a page. Not everyone becomes the next
Charlie Parker, just like not everyone can speak
like James Earl Jones, but that doesn’t mean that
their communication through improvised music is
any less valid.

“Music is your own experience, your own
thoughts, your own wisdom. If you don’t live it, it
won’t come out of your horn. They teach you
there’s a boundary line to music. But man,
there’s no boundary line to art .”
- Charlie Parker -
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Winners of the 2022
Jazz Pensacola
Student Competition
Jazz Pensacola is proud
to announce the winners of the
2022 Student Competition held
March 21 at Seville Quarter.

Anna Brennan, first
prize, High School
Instrumental.

Jazz Vocal
First Place: $400, Isabelle
Schrack, University of West
Florida
Second Place: $200, Tori
Vinson, Pensacola High School
Third Place: $100, Selena
Wilson, University of West
Florida
Fourth Place: Olivia
Wilson, University of West
Florida
Isabelle Schrack, first
prize Vocals.

Jazz Pensacola
would like to
welcome new
members:
Dan Nigolian
Bruce and Allison
Patton
Debbie Syville
Michael Vax
Deborah and Hank
Layman

High School Instrumental
First Place: $400 Anna
Brennan, piano, Pace High
School
Second Place: $200 Devin
Snodgrass, trumpet, Pace
High School

Gamaliel Harris, first
prize, College
Instrumental.

College Instrumental
First Place: $500, Gamaliel
Harris, trombone, Northwest
Florida State College
Second Place: $300, Pierre
Baldwin, alto sax, Pensacola
State College
Third Place: $150, Rory
Swanson, guitar, Pensacola
State Colllege
Fourth Place: $150, Patrick
Bass, saxophone, University of
West Florida
Thanks to the JETS members
and sponsors who made the
competition possible.

Jazz Jam is Back
Jazz Jam is back Wednesday May 4,
2022 at Gary’s Brewery and Biergarten at
3403 Gulf Beach Hwy. at Newman Avenue.
Music starts at 6:30PM. Gary’s is a family
owned micro brewery on 2.5 acres with a
limited menu. If you want to call to check it
out call 850-723-2739. Sometimes there is a
food truck there also.
Roger Villines will be leading the
house band and we welcome jammers.
Bring your instruments and join in. Students
are welcomed.
Jazz Pensacola is still looking for a
restaurant/bar as a steady venue to hold our
Jam on a regular basis. If you have a contact
or an idea, let us know. We lost our venue
during the pandemic and are shifting
locations until we find a permanent home.

Two Bill Evans Gems From
Resonance Records
By F. Norman Vickers
How does one adequately describe a
company dedicated to preserving jazz and
discovering the rising stars of tomorrow?
Resonance Records is an independent, not-forprofit organization dedicated to preserving the art
and legacy of jazz.
Two twin CD recordings of Bill Evans
concerts are now in process of being cataloged
for your check-out from our Jazz Room at our
downtown West Florida Public Library. Bill Evans
Morning Glory is a two CD set from 1973 concert
at the Teatro Gran Rex in Buenos Aires.
Accompanying pianist Bill Evans are bassist
Eddie Gomez and drummer Marty Morrell.
Accompanying each two CD sets is a 40+ page
booklet with appropriate photos and background
information on these concerts.
The second two CD set is entitled Bill
Evans Inner Spirit. It is a recording of 1979
concert at Teatro General San Martin, Buenos
Aires. On this set th3re are familiar tunes such
as Stella by Starlight and Nardis as well as three

by Evans--- Laurie, Turn Out the Stars and Letter
to Evan.
Now for a couple of facts about Bill Evans
that even some of our local Bill Evans fans might
not know. Evans, a New Jersey native, attended
Southeast
Louisiana
College (now
University) in
Hammond. He
was on a flute
scholarship!
One of his
instructors
during that
period was our
own late
professor John Venetozzi. Later Dr. Venetozzi
came to Pensacola Junior College (now
Pensacola State College) and completed his
career here as well as leading the Pensacola
Symphony for a number of years. A second bit
of area musical information, Evans met guitarist
Mundell Lowe in New Orleans and Mundell was
instrumental in getting Evans worked into the
New York jazz scene. Mundell was a native of
South Mississippi and had relatives in this area
so we had opportunity to hear him from time to
time. Mundell performed for Jazz Pensacola one
evening in duo with another famous jazz
guitarist, Pensacola's own Lloyd Ellis. Bassist
Tim Jackson was also a star of that evening.

What’s Jazzing
by Carolyn Tokson
Pensacola’s historic Seville Square was
the most jazzing place in town in April with the
39th Jazz Pensacola JazzFest. The weather
turned out to be beautiful and a corps of
dedicated volunteers and musicians who worked
tirelessly for two or maybe in some cases three
days made it possible. The JazzFest Planning
Team had been planning months in advance and
met soon afterwards to evaluate the results. It
takes a tremendous amount of hard work,
physically and mentally to put on such an event.
The planning starts as soon one year’s festival is
over and goes on in some degree throughout the
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year. There are so very many people to thank
that there is no way to name everyone.
I can only try to highlight a few Jazz
Pensacola members without whose efforts we
would not have been able to present such a
marvelous festival FREE to the community. Did I
mention FREE? Every festival adventure
requires a budget and finances or it doesn’t
happen. That is the reality. Thanks to the funding
received from our grants, individual and
corporate sponsors, we were able to provide top
quality professional jazz as well as spotlight the
talent of local student musicians from the public
schools in the area. President Fred Domulot
worked to plan the musical schedule and bring it
to fruition as he has done so often within a
budget that, as always, has constraints. Jazz
Pensacola is a small 501(c)3 nonprofit drawing
from a limited list of resources and it is always a
challenge to finance such a free festival as ours.
Presently that task is made even greater by the
recent pandemic and economic challenges of the
world. None of it could have happened with out
the backing of generous donations from Platinum
Individual Sponsor: Dr. Michelle Brandhorst;
Gold Sponsors: ACE (Arts, Culture, and
Entertainment, Inc.), Florida Department of
State, Division of Cultural Affairs, Dustin Bonifay
State Farm, Lewis Bear Michelob Ultra, and
Bess and David Marks of LaZBoy; Silver
Sponsors: Schmidt’s Music, Levin-Rinke Realty,
Fisher and Fisher Attorneys at Law; Corporate
Sponsors: Manfred Laner of Custom Control
Solutions, Mark Robertson of the Pensacola Bay
Brewery and The Studer Foundation; Individual
Sponsors: Mike and Terri Papantonio, Carolyn
Tokson, and Dr. Norman Vickers and Business
Sponsors: Frontier Motors and V. Paul’s Italian
Ristorante. We are also grateful to the In-Kind
sponsors who donated their goods, services and
expertise in advertising and supplying materials
and food.
Volunteers working in the tents make a
major difference in the amenities of the festival.
Dustin Bonifay worked behind the scene prior to
the event to arrange the logistics. Robert Windt,
Coordinator of Volunteers, worked for months to
lineup and schedule volunteers for the different
tasks needing to be done. Herman Arrington, led
the volunteers in the Merchandise Tent to sell the
posters, teeshirts, hats and other items that allow
us to bring in money to continue our festival and

events. Treasurer, John Eisinger handled the
financial transactions of the day with his
assistant Jeff Elliot. Jane Shattuck and the her
volunteers provided amenities to the VIP tent.
Paul and Marliese Herrick led the Information
Tent signing in volunteers, giving out programs,
surveys and information. Mike Warren and his
faithful crew staffed the Beer and Wine Tent
which added a bit of spirit to the festival. Folks
were also grateful for the shade provided by the
tent. Ed Morrison and Joe Occhipinti kept the
Soft Drink Wagon going. Ali Egan and Noemi
Ruiz welcomed the musicians in the Musicians
Hospitality Tent. For months, Alice Crann Good,
Jazz Pensacola’s Administrator, has been
handling musicians’ contracts, processing grants
and taking care of the nitty gritty details. Ali Egan
designed the JazzFest Program, did the
graphics, and revised the Operations Manual for
the event. Did I mention that she ordered the
merchandise too! Vice-President Dave Schmidt
and his crew did all the transport and heavy
lifting without which nothing would have
happened. Derrick Fishback and Dean
Vanderhoof walked around for two full days
photographing the festival. We look forward to
seeing those photos soon.
And the music! Isn’t it the reason we do
the festival after all. To hear all that JAZZ. What
a day it was with that vibe going out into the
Universe from under those ancient trees in the
park. Even the children got into the action with
Mike Potters and the Kiddie Jam.
Several VIP Tent participants won door
prizes. Jazz Pensacola board member and
sponsor Jim Green won the Blue Wahoos goodie
bag. Tom Bell who headed up the VIP Tent for
many years won a box of wine and Lyndi Kessler
won a box of two wines. All wines were from
Southern Glazer’s Wines and Spirits. Bery Lutz
of Schmidt’s Music won the olive oil gift bag from
Bodacious Olive. Jane Shattuck did a fantastic
job of collecting food, wine, coffee and delicious
treats from our In-Kind sponsors. There were
morning treats galore. Thanks to Bagelheads for
the bagels which were not only delicious but
quite large. Krispy Creme sent donuts and there
was coffee from Krispy Kreme on Cervantes.
Blue Jay’s Bakery sent cupcakes and
Chrissoula’s Cheesecake Shoppe sent sweet
creamy cheesecake. Nothing Bundt Cakes also
contributed to the goodies. Hot Spot Barbecue
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sent their lunch items and Cheri who is in charge
of their catering was at the festival as she is year
after year. Thanks also to Publix, Sam’s Club,
Winn Dixie, and Panera Bread.
Chantale Connelly won the LaZBoy
recliner in the Raffle. Thanks to Marty Libowsky
who facilitated that sponsorship and raffle with
La Z Boy.
I was lucky enough to meet some friends
I haven’t seen in a long time, ladies who
remembered me dancing with them at events.
Even more interesting was the chance to meet
new visitors who have recently moved to the
area who are jazz musicians or jazz fans.
And the music goes on. As of April 6,
there were only 150 tickets open for the All White
Kick Off Party for the 2022 Gulf Coast Summer
Fest Jazz Edition. Corinne Jones Resource
Center is the site for this elegant event on Friday,
September 2. Lori Wilson and Austin Paul Jr.
are featured entertainers. Tickets are $50 in
advance. To purchase tickets call 850-393-3028.
Our Blues brothers and sisters from the
Blues Society of Northwest Florida are beginning
the month of May with the last performance by
the winners of the Regional Blues Challenge, the
Maxx McCann Band with Cat Daddy Blues duo
opening before they head to Memphis for the
International Blues Challenge in Memphis May 6
-10, 2022. We wish them much luck.
It was good to hear from our Canadian
friends, Marty and Nancy Holmes who have
missed their third annual trip south to Pensacola
and the JazzFest due to Covid restrictions. They
sent greetings. Let's hope they are here next
year.
Plus news of saxophonist, Matthias
Williams who was graduated from UWF several
years ago, came in response to the latest
newsletter. We may be able to see him in midsummer; I always enjoy his music and would
really enjoy seeing him perform again.
Congratulations to Gino Rosaria who’s
latest single “Ride Along” hit #1 on the Radio
Groove Jazz Music Chart Top 30. Gino’s doing
concerts all over the country now. Chris
Snowden also deserves congratulations. He’s
become a father and has just joined the Bartolini
family of Pickups and Electronics as an
endorsing artist and has been touring with a lot
of well known artists. It is such a grand feeling to
see these talented artists doing well.

Congratulations also go out to Isabelle
Schrack who won the first prize in the vocal
section of our recent student competition and
just performed her senior vocal recital before her
graduation from the University of West Florida.
Thanks to the local newspapers and
media for letting the community know about our
event and to the Pensacola News Journal for a
great selection of photos of Saturday’s events
online.
Look for Jazz Alerts to learn about all the
Jazz Pensacola events or go to the website at
www.jazzpensacola.com for our calendar of
events. Look for Jazz Pensacola at the May
Gallery Night. Robert Windt and Derrick
Fishback are planning to be there to spread the
word about our events.
If you missed the full page article in the
NY Times (April 14) about Chick Corea, you
might want to look for it online. What a creative
force he was.
Hope to see you soon. Keep on
smiling....

Upcoming Events for Jazz
Pensacola
Save the Dates!
Tuesday, May 3: Free Jazz Concert at the
WFPL downtown with Joe O. 1 PM
Wednesday, May 4 Jazz Jam: Gary’s
Brewery and Biergarten 5:30 PM
Monday, May 23 Jazz Gumbo: Women in
Jazz at Seville Quarter 5:30 PM
Tuesday May 24: Free Jazz Concert at the
WFPL downtown with Joe O. 1 PM
Monday June 20 Jazz Gumbo and Annual
Business Meeting with Election of Board
Members at Seville Quarter 5:30 PM
Monday, July 18 Gumbo: Salute to Female
Vocalists at Seville Quarter 5:30 PM
*****Look for Jazz alerts re: Jazz Jams

