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A Request from Derrick Fishback, 
President of Jazz Pensacola 

 Greetings everyone!     
    

We’ve had a great start to our new fiscal year 
with Jazz Gumbo performances by Matthias 
Williams and Joanna Robbins Hayes; the 
Brown Sugar Band during Downtown 
Pensacola’s September Gallery Night; and 
Joe Occhipinti and his JazzAbouts at 
Pensacola’s downtown library – and, of 
course, our Jazz Jams with great partners at 
Odd Colony Brewing Co.  

In October and November, we will keep it 
coming with Foo Foo Festival performances 
by AC3 and Karl Denson's Tiny Universe at 
Vinyl Music Hall and much more!  

Now, I have a specific request to make to you 
as members.  

Refocusing on teamwork to manage future 
challenges, I want to share one of my favorite 
adages: “Many hands make light work.”  

There is tremendous power in the size of our 
membership and the many talents our 
members bring to this organization. We are all 
part of an historic legacy in supporting the 
future of jazz.  

Together, by virtue of your membership, 
attendance, performance, or admiration, you  
help keep the legacy of great artists such 
as Duke Ellington, Louis Armstrong, Art 
Blakey, Buddy Rich, Wes Montgomery or 
Ramsey Lewis alive. 

 To this end, I am asking for your support by 
joining one of our priority committees that get 
the work done. They include: 

Each committee is key to our future success 
and will make a difference in the organization. 
We are looking to fill these as soon as 
possible. We are asking for just an hour or 
two out of your week to help support our 
teams to make this year a great year for you. 

If you are interested, please contact us by 
calling the office or email Jazz Pensacola’s  
Robert Windt at rswindt@aol.com or me 
directly to let me or the main office know. I 
personally look forward to working with you 
and your vision to make Jazz Pensacola the 
best it can be! 

All the best,  
Derrick Fishback,President, Jazz Society of 
Pensacola 
dmfishback@gmail.com 

1. Musical Events 5. Educational 
Outreach

2. Finance 6. Membership

3. Fundraising 7. Grants

4. Marketing 8. Jazz Pensacola 
JazzFest
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Swing
by Jim Green

Some concepts are hard to express with words 
and swing is one of them.  We 
all know it when we hear it.  
We all feel it when a band is 
really swinging.  But what is 
really happening and why 
does it feel so good?  I am not 
sure I can answer the second 
question, but I can offer some 
insight on the first.

One thing that is happening is 
that the rhythmic emphasis is 
on the second and fourth 
beat.  That’s why it feels better 
to snap or clap on two and 
four rather than the one and 
three.  It feels so much better, 
in fact, that Harry Connick, Jr., 
has (I believe more than once) 
added a measure of 5/4 when 
his audience claps on the one 
and three which shifts the 
clapping to the second and 
fourth beat.  You can see it in this video between 
the forty and fifty second markers: https://
youtu.be/UinRq_29jPk

Another thing that is happening is that the first 
half of the beats are stretched which results in 
the second half of the beat being much shorter.  
This is often described as a triplet feel leaving 
out the middle note which is really not quite 
accurate.  An example of a triplet with a rest on 
the middle note that does not swing can be 
found in the second movement of Beethoven’s 
9th symphony—the galloping feel is not swing 

even though it is notated as a triplet with a rest 
on the middle note.  You can listen to it here: 
https://youtu.be/Tn4lk8fRskA
   
It is the combination of emphasizing the second 
and fourth bats and the stretching of the first 
beat that gives swing its unique feel and 
powerful drive. The emphasis and rhythmic shift 
create a never-ending sense of anticipation that 
perpetually pushes the music forward.  Art 
Blakey in his track Moanin’ plays a classic swing 
feel.  You can listen here: https://youtu.be/
Cv9NSR-2DwM

Another good example and explanation of 
classic swing feel can be found in the following 

video of Wynton Marsalis from his 
series at Harvard, “Hidden in Plain 
View: Meanings in American 
Music.”  https://youtu.be/
Xi27zn7YNFo

Wynton’s group builds a swing 
groove one instrument at a time 
starting with the bass playing on 
the one and three, then adding 
guitar playing all four beats but 
emphasizing the second and 
fourth, then adding piano which 
has the freedom to play and 
emphasize a variety of beats, then 
adding the drummer which adds 
the shuffle he calls the foundation 
of a swing groove.  As Wynton 
says, when everything is balanced 
and the groove is really swinging 
it’s impossible not to join in!

The classic and early swing 
generally had fairly evenly spaced eighth notes 
in the triplet.  During the bebop era drummers 
experimented with swing feels often stretching 
the first part of each beat more and more.  
Drummers like Elvin Jones stretched the first 
eight note and almost played swing as a dotted 
eighth note followed by a sixteenth note.  It still 
swings, but there is a noticeable difference as 
can be heard on his track Half and Half which 
you can listen to here: https://youtu.be/
H_ZufAPPnH8

“ Swing, Continued”

Editors note: This month we are privileged to 
have articles written by the husband and wife 
team of Jim Green, guitarist and Vice-President 
of Jazz Pensacola, and music therapist, Julie 
Martin Green. We look forward to more articles 
by this talented duo. You may catch one or both 
of them performing at the monthly Jazz Jam if 
you are lucky. 

Husband and wife team of Julie 
Martin Green, music therapist, and 

Jim Green, guitarist and Vice-
President of Jazz Pensacola.
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The style of swing Jones played was often 
referred to as “playing in the cracks.”  
Modern producers have taken the idea of 
playing in the cracks and incorporated it into 
hip-hop music.  An example of this can be 
heard here: https://youtu.be/l3TPStb8CoE

So that is some of what is happening when 
music swings.  As for the why it feels so 
good, you will have to ask my music 
therapist wife, Julie!

The Inspirations of Jazz and 
Poetry

by Julie Martin Green

You know how music can move you? You 
know how poetry can move you? There are 
many places where music and poetry come 
together to move the listener from one point to 
another and beyond, or even back again. Among 
the various intersections of poetry and music, is 
Jazz Poetry and what makes it unique.

What is Jazz Poetry? According to writers at 
www.poets.org, “Jazz poetry is a literary genre 
defined as poetry necessarily informed by jazz 
music.”(1) Jazz poetry delivers a Jazz-like 
moment by creating a sense of the forms, 
rhythms, and sounds of Jazz. These poems may 
also take the topic of Jazz music, Jazz artists, 
and the experience of Jazz as their themes. But, 
what else connects Jazz music and Jazz poetry? 

Dan Jaffe (1933-2020), Jazz poet and Professor 
Emeritus of the University of Missouri-Kansas 
City, described the connection this way: Jazz 
music and Jazz poetry are similar in that you 
don’t know where they are going before they 
come back. “It’s that sense of discovery that the 
poet and the jazz musician have in common. 
[They’re] connected to the sensibility, the skill, 
and the desire to not get lost, to not lose your 
place.”(2)

A piece that comes to mind when I contemplate 
“not getting lost” as the listener is “Stolen 

Moments” by Oliver Nelson as performed on the 
album “The Blues and the Abstract Truth” (1961). 
The theme sets the listener on a laid-back 
journey in tight harmony. Freddie Hubbard, 
taking the first solo, begins the discovery of what 
is possible within the jazz harmonies, and gives 
our ear a playful rhythmic challenge. Eric Dolphy 
then dances the scales like a hummingbird in 
acrobatic flight, pausing on a note here and there 
to let us enjoy the beauty of their colors (or to 
catch up with him, in case we were getting a little 
behind). When Dolphy lands, Oliver Nelson 
starts us down the path towards home, outlining 
chords in lilting arpeggios and descending 
motifs, until Bill Evans takes us out for one more 
quick spin around home before the ensemble 
reminds us of where we started. So, here is my 
attempt at a little Jazz poetry as inspired by the 
music:

Lost, Not Lost 
Julie Martin Green

Harmonies locked tight, elbow in elbow
Stealing my thoughts away 

from the
Drab, drab of the day
Drop the anchor rope

Let’s go
Let’s play

Discoveries push from the known
Still within the path we set

Out to
Follow, follow, leave
Step out (of) this line

Don’t trip
Don’t lose

Your way is your way is
Any way you choose

To lose
Yourself

In the joy of the tune
And so

Come home to the harmonies
That music sees as

“What if?”
For your journey

That lets you
Get lost
Not lost

“The Inspirations of … , Continued”

https://youtu.be/l3TPStb8CoE
http://www.poets.org


With a nod in your direction to take a 
chorus, what Jazz performance is poetry for 
you? What did you discover in your journey with 
that performance? What would that experience 
sound like as a poem? 

To hear more about Jazz poetry, a couple of 
readings, and stories about great Jazz 
musicians, enjoy this interview with Dan Jaffe: 
https://www.newletters.org/on_the_air_shows/
dan-jaffe/

(1)https://poets.org/text/brief-guide-jazz-poetry
(2)https://www.newletters.org/on_the_air_shows/
dan-jaffe/

The UWF Jazz Combo and UWF Jazz 
Ensemble Offer a Free Concert, Tuesday, 
October 4, 2022, 7:30 PM. Join the UWF Combo 
and UWF Jazz Ensemble under the direction of 
Dr. Joseph T. Spaniola for an evening of small 
and large ensemble instrumental jazz at the 
University of West Florida.  The Combo will 
present works by Duke Ellington, Paul Desmond, 
Wayne Shorter, George Gershwin and more.  
The Jazz Ensemble will present the music of 
Neal Hefti, Mongo Santamaria, Lennon and 
McCartney, Thad Jones and more.  The 
performance is in the UWF Center of Fine and 
Performing Arts, Mainstage Theatre on Tuesday, 
October 4 at 7:30 PM.  Tickets are required, but 
free. Free tickets are available at the UWF 
Center for Fine and Performing Arts Box Office 
(850) 857-6057.

October Gumbo Offers a Fresh 
Breeze with Caribbean and South 

American Jazz.
by Carolyn Joyce Tokson

Saxophonist Lukas Ali Hein formed 
Sabroso in 2021 in an effort to spice up the 
Emerald Coast’s offerings of Caribbean and 
South American music. Lukas, a transplant from 
the West Coast to the Pensacola area has 
become a sought after musician in a very short 
time. He performs with keyboardist and vocalist 
Mary Chavez, another West Coast transplant, on 

Sundays at Felix’s 
Restaurant and 
Oyster Bar from 
10-2 for the jazz 
brunch.  He’s a 
popular regular with 
Joe Occhipinti’s 
JazzAbouts, adding 
the flavor of 
Brazilian classic 
jazz to Joe’s 
concerts at the West 
Florida Public 
Library, at the 
Gordon Community 
Center, and at 
Alice’s Gulf Coast 
Cuisine and Wine 
Bar. 

The wide appeal of Sabroso’s sound is 
sophisticated and worldly. He and his band 
performed at the 2021 Jazz Pensacola JazzFest 
and immediately set the crowd to dancing. 
Sabroso’s repertoire and vibe is inspired by such 
artists as the Afro-Cuban All-Stars and the 
Buena Vista Social Club of Cuba, Antonio Carlos 
Jobim and Arry Barroso of Brazil, and Dizzy 
Gillespie and Camila Cabello of the United 
States. Lukas, himself, has traveled widely and 
lived in many  foreign countries. He is no 
stranger to the world café of music.  

Expect to hear a variety of styles ranging 
from classic jazz to traditional folk songs, and 
unusual arrangements of contemporary tunes. 
This band whose name means “tasty” promises 
to offer a flavorful variety and an opportunity to 
dance and 
sway.

You can get a sample of Lukas’ playing 
by going to Sound Cloud. He has an album of 
Brazilian jazz (recorded in Rio de Janerio with 
Brazilian musicians) titled “Lukas Hein & Dialeto 
Brasilero which is available on most major music 
platforms. 

“What I came back to is that Jazz is a music to 
be played and not to be intellectualized on.”

- Gerry Mulligan -

Saxophonist, Lukas Ali 
Hein of Sabroso.
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ACE, Inc. and Jazz Pensacola Bring 
Karl Denson’s Tiny Universe to 

Pensacola for Foo Foo Fest 
November 7

by Carolyn Tokson

Karl Denson is an internationally known 
multi-talented jazz and funk artist who plays 
saxophone and flute, sings and writes his own 
compositions. He and his seven-piece band are 
considered one of the finest live music groups to 
be found. The Rolling Stones count him as their 
touring saxophonist and he’s a co-founding 
member of San Diego’s Greyboy Allstars, a funk 
band. His earliest recordings were with Lenny 
Kravitz but he left and began his jazz career in 
1992. Denson’s energy in spreading the concept 
of fellowship among groups divided by religion, 
gender, culture and generation is clear in his 
music and on his 2019 album, “Gnomes and 
Badger’s”. His commitment to expanding his 
style has had a strong influence on 
contemporary jazz, funk, rock and soul genres. 
He’s coming to Pensacola after a summer tour 
with the Rolling Stones in Europe and a busy fall 
schedule here in the US with KDTU.

Warming up the crowd for KDTU is AC3 so 
named for three brothers Austin Paul, Jr., and 
twins Andrew and Aundre Connor. All three 
brothers were winners in the Jazz Pensacola 
Student Competition during their high school 
years when they were members of the Booker T. 

Washington High School band under the tutelage 
of Jazz Pensacola Board of Directors member 
Lawrence Young. The brothers  continued their 
music education at Florida A&M University. While 
Andrew and Aundre are still studying at 
university, they are, nonetheless furthering their 
music careers. All brothers have been a part of 
the beloved Marching 100. Saxophonist, Austin 
Paul Jr. who leads the trio, has been the five-
time winner of Harlem’s Apollo Theatre’s Rising 
Star Awards, has played in Carnegie Hall and is 
featured on Alicia Keys’ latest album. He 
performed recently at the Gulf Coast Summer 
Fest: Jazz Edition at the Opening Night All-White 
Party with Gino Rosaria. 

Do you know what the Foo Foo Fest is? 
It’s an annual 12 day event sponsored by Arts, 
Culture and Education, Inc. (ACE), a nonprofit 
organization which receives funding from federal 
sources, the State of Florida, Escambia County, 
the City of Pensacola, as well as corporate, 
foundation, and personal funds to offer as grants 
to nonprofits such as Jazz Pensacola. These 
grants allow other nonprofits to bring special 
artistic events to the city. The festival occurs 
during the first two weeks in November and 
seeks to enrich the cultural life of Pensacola 

The festival takes its name from the 19th 
century nautical term “foo foo” which was the 
name for an impromptu musical group made up 
of the ship’s crew. The long sea voyages were 
hard and sailors needed some distraction and 
entertainment to raise their spirits after difficult 
periods of weather and harsh seas. 

“ACE, Inc. and Jazz Pensacola …, Continued”



Jazz Pensacola has been awarded a 
considerable grant thanks to the work of our 
administrator, Alice Crann Good and former 
president, Roger Villines, who together handle 
grant applications for Jazz Pensacola. 

Earlier this year, the Board of Directors 
under Jazz Pensacola’s former president, Fred 
Domulot, decided to contract Karl Vinson’s Tiny 
Universe (KDTU) as the act for Foo Foo Fest of 
2022.  Such an event would not be possible 
without the funding from ACE, Inc. Our 501(c)(3), 
Jazz Pensacola, does not have a budget that 
would allow us to bring such a performer as Karl 
Denson to our city without funding from ACE, 
Inc.

 So if you haven’t purchased your ticket, 
now is the time! Such a high energy performer 
as Karl Denson and his Tiny Universe is not your 
everyday event. This is special! Make certain 
you don’t miss it. Check the ad in this newsletter 
and get your tickets today. 

What’s Jazzing
by Carolyn Tokson

What a relief to come home to 
Pensacola from Philadelphia and find cooler 
weather. By the time you receive this 
newsletter, we will have officially entered the 
autumn. Have no fear, the jazz vibe is 
increasing, not decreasing. Cooler 
temperatures do not affect our passion for 
music. 

If you missed the September Gumbo 
with Joanna Hayes, you missed a fantastic 
night of Burt Bacharach songs. Listeners 
gave her a standing ovation. Don’t miss out 
on our October Gumbo featuring Lukas Ali 
Hein with his band Sabroso offering a very 

different vibe with Caribbean and South 
American music. Look for Jazz Alerts or visit 
our website at www.jazzpensacola.com

It’s a good month for jazz here in 
Pensacola. Joe Occhipinti and his 
JazzAbouts will be performing at the West 
Florida Public Library on Spring St. Tuesday, 
October 4  from 1-3 PM. The concert is free 
and is sponsored jointly by the library system 
and by Jazz Pensacola. Library staff offers 
popcorn, cookies, and small bottles of water 
to attendees. These concerts have received 
a solid audience of adults of all ages and 
children and are offered every first and fourth 
Tuesday of the month. Joe offers another 
free concert at the Gordon Community 
Center on the 2nd and 3rd Tuesdays at the 
same time. 

The University of West Florida Jazz 
Combo and Ensemble led by Dr. Joseph 
Spaniola will be heating up the CFPA 
Mainstage at UWF on Tuesday, October 4 at 
7:30-9:00 PM. Their second concert takes 
place Wednesday, November 16 at the same 
place and time. 

Catch the Jazz Pensacola Jazz Jam 
Wednesday, October 5, at 6:30 PM at the 
Odd Colony Brewing Co. on North Palafox 
St. The atmosphere there is really lively and 
the music led by Past President and 
trumpeter, Roger Villines, has been drawing 
new folks to the event with a chance to play 
and sing with the house band. Jazz 
Pensacola Vice-President and guitarist, Jim 
Green, has been joining in to the delight of 
his fans from his days with Gino Rosaria’s 
band. His lovely bride and music therapist, 
Julie Martin Green, has performed as a 
vocalist also. It’s a great way to welcome the  
fall season. I’m ready to bet someone hears 
“Autumn Leaves” before the night is over. 
Come on down and sign up to join in and 
jam. Food is available from the food truck 
parked in front of the brewery.  

Jazz Pensacola has been involved in 
joint projects with several community 
organizations this month. Our jazz society 
provided musicians for the Dillard’s 

Jazz Pensacola would like to 
welcome new members:

Allison Mcleary
Susan “Sooz” Cobb
Blakely Parent
CJ Lydon

http://www.jazzpensacola.com


fundraiser to benefit ESPN (Dick Vitale) and 
the V Foundation (Jim Valvano) for cancer 
research. Trumpeter, Allen Beeson; 
saxophonist, Bob Maksymko; guitarist Jim 
Green; and bass player Steve Douglas 
represented Jazz Pensacola at the event 
Saturday, September 24, 2022.  Jazz 
Pensacola President Derrick Fishback and a 
crew of volunteers represented the society 
with a band performing for the September 
Gallery Night downtown.

Congratulations are in order for Rocky 
Denny Brotherhood (Solo, Duo division) and 
Cat Daddy Blues Band (Band division) who 
won the Regional Blues Challenge 
advancing to the Quarter Finals of the 
International Blues challenge in Memphis, 
TN January 24-28, 2023. This is the second 
year in a row that these talented musicians 
are representing the Northwest Florida area. 
John Fountain, guitarist, with the Rocky 
Denny duo celebrated his recent birthday 
with a crew of Jazz Pensacola friends at 
Alice’s on Intendencia with music by Joe O. 
and friends. John also performs regularly 
with Joe’s JazzAbouts. 

Chip Shelton, NY flautist, and brother 
of long-time Jazz Pensacola member Ron 
Shelton is celebrating the 47th birthday of 
the Spirit of Life Ensemble in which he is a 
member. The  group is led by Daoud David 
Williams. Chip shows up at our jams once in 
a while if he is visiting Ron. It’s always a 
treat. 

Check our website for the latest 
postings of music in the area. Also sign up to 
receive jazz notes from Carmen Brown at 
smoothoperator983@gmail.com. Listen to 
Carmen’s late night show NspireU! on Air. 

Visit the websites of our neighboring 
jazz societies in Panama City at 
www.gulfjazzsociety.com or in Mobile at 
www.mojojazz.org to see their latest 
offerings. Mark your calendar for the Gulf 
Jazz Society’s Festival November 11, 12, 13 
at Oaks by the Bay Park in St. Andrews, FL. 

Do you know how lucky we are to 
have such a variety of jazz choices available 

to us at reasonable prices? So many 
restaurants offer jazz brunches. Jazz 
Pensacola offers four events monthly; three 
are free and donations are appreciated. Our 
Gumbos are only $10 for members and $12 
for nonmembers. In Philly, I looked around 
on the web and called several places. 
Nothing like what we have in Pensacola! The 
prices were a bit steep just to get in the door. 
Count your lucky stars. Send in a donation to 
Jazz Pensacola to help us keep up the good 
work we are doing. Join us and become a 
part of our efforts to enrich the lives of our 
community with the joy of jazz. Hope to see 
you soon at a Jam or Gumbo. 

Save the Dates!  Upcoming Events Sponsored 
by Jazz Pensacola 

Tuesday, October 4, 2022, Free Concert by 
Joe Occhipinti and the JazzAbouts  at West 
Florida Public Library on Spring St. 1-3 PM

Wednesday, October 5, 2022, Jazz Jam at 
Odd Colony Brewery at 260 North Palafox St. 
Music begins 6:30 PM 

Monday, October 17, 2022 Jazz Gumbo 
featuring Lukas Ali Hein with Sabroso in 
Phineas Phogg’s at Seville Quarter. Doors 
open 5:30 PM. Music at 6:30 PM. Look for 
Jazz Alerts! 

Friday, October, 21, 2022 Gallery Night Jazz 
Pensacola Showcase with featured artist TBA 
downtown Pensacola 

Tuesday, October 25, 2022, Free Concert by 
Joe Occhipinti and the JazzAbouts  at West 
Florida Public Library on Spring St. 1-3 PM

Monday, November 7, 2022 Jazz Pensacola’s 
Foo Foo Fest Event with Karl Denson’s Tiny 
Universe at Vinyl Music House with AC3 as 
opening act. Doors open at 6. AC3 performs 
at 7; Karl Denson at 8:00 PM. Tickets are $15 
and available at the door or at https://
www.seetickets.us/event/Karl-
DensonsTinyUniverse/493354.
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