
Glenn Parker Band Performs for the 
January Gumbo

Jazz Pensacola is offering 5 events to 
start off the new year.  Jazz Jam is  
Monday, January 2, 2023 at 6:30 PM at the 
Odd Colony Brewery on North Palafox St. 
The next day, Tuesday, 
January 3, 2023, there’s a 
free Jazz by the Book 
concert with Joe 
Occhipinti and his 
JazzAbouts at the Spring 
St. branch of the West 
Florida Public Library at 1:00 
PM.

Then the highlight of 
the month is the Glenn 
Parker Band offering an 
evening of music with the 
theme 70’s Soul, Funk, 
Rhythm and Blues for the 
Gumbo on Monday, 
January 16, 2023 at 
Phineas Phogg’s in Seville 
Quarter. This group of 
musicians is well-known and 
loved all over the Gulf Coast. 
Playing jazz, soft rock, 
rhythm and blues, this band 
can shift genres with ease. Glenn, who is a 
native Floridian born in Milton, has travelled 
widely and been a headliner in Las Vegas. 
He led the house band at Beau Rivage in 
Biloxi for many years. He later led the house 
band at Philadelpia, MS’s Silver Star Casino 
for 7 years. Glenn’s band has performed 
mainly here in the southeast closer to home 
in the last few years. Joining Glenn, band 
leader, guitarist and vocalist, is keyboardist 
Rocky Sleight; on bass guitar, Steve 
Hauth.; on drums Joseph Lyons, a 
Pensacola native with whom Glenn has 
performed for over 30 years. This group 
offers an opportunity for some smooth, 
sophisticated music on Martin Luther King 
Day. Come on out and celebrate 

 It’s Joe O again, but at the Tryon 
Library branch on Langley Ave. for 
another free concert from 1-3 PM on 
Tuesday, January 17, 2023  The library 
system now offers a third concert every other 
month. The final Jazz by the Book concert 
of the month is back at the main Spring St. 
at the same time on Tuesday, January 24, 

2023. That’s five events 
monthly for Jazz Pensacola. 
Jazz Pensacola partners with 
the West Florida Public 
Libraries of Escambia County 
to support these Jazz By the 
Book events. Be sure to visit 
the Jazz Room on the second 
floor to check out the 
extensive collection of books 
and cds. Hope to see you at 
one of these musical events. 

Jingle Jazz Delivers 
Large Food Bounty To 

Epps Center

Thanks to attendees at 
Jazz Pensacola’s Jingle Jazz 
event, members were able to 

deliver a large carload of non-perishable 
food items to Rev. Sylvia Tisdale at Epps 
Christian Center on North Pace Boulevard 
the day after. This food drive has become an 
integral part of Jazz Pensacola’s holiday 
celebrations. Rev. Tisdale and her team of 
volunteers feed thousands of local residents 
who face food insecurity. Especially with the 
recent concerns of inflation and rising food 
costs, the line of families and single persons 
seeking food donations has increased. Rev. 
Tisdale thanked Jazz Pensacola for their 
tangible donations and for $300 in Publix gift 
cards donated by Steve Douglas, a Jazz 
Pensacola board member. 
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Parker Band.



Larry Beall, PhD, Creator of Vickers 
Artist in Residence Fund, Dies

Larry Beall, who 
until the last few years, 
had been an active 
member of Jazz 
Pensacola  passed 
away Dec. 1, 2022. 
Larry was responsible 
for the creation of the 
VARF, the Vickers Artist 
in Residence Fund, a 
designated endowment 
fund. A professor of 
economics at Virginia 
Commonwealth 

University for 30 years, Larry received three 
Fulbright Scholar Awards as a specialist in 
economic development and a total of 9 years 
of USAID grants in Indonesia. He became a 
Smithsonian Enrichment Lecturer for 8 years 
in nations all over the Orient. After his world 
travels, he and his wife Kathy retired to 
Pensacola and became very involved in 
Jazz Pensacola. For many years, they 
hosted the poster tent at JazzFest. As a pro 
bono gift to the society, he wrote the 
guidelines for the VARF. 

Memorial donations may be made to 
Jazz Pensacola Vickers Artist in Residence 
Fund (VARF). 

What are you listening to? 
Robert Windt


I have enjoyed all types of music throughout 
my life, from Classic Opera to James Brown.  
I was fortunate to grow up in small town 
Sacramento, the birthplace of Tower 
Records, America’s first big box record store.  
Needless to say, I spent a good part of my 
youth flipping through records in search of 
the latest sound, or exotic rhythm, anything 
that would grab my ear.  I was introduced to 
Spotify six years ago, and apart from 

Shazam, radio, concerts or music classes 
with Steve Douglas, Spotify has become my 
number one source for discovery.

Track #1 Life Goes On
Artist: Lisa Lauren

  Chicago, IL
Written by: Lisa Lauren
Discovered on Spotify: Listen closely to the 
lyrics - very original.

Track #2 You Fascinate Me So
Artist: Ian Shaw

 Saint Asaph, Wales
Written by: Music: Cy Coleman, Lyrics: 
Carolyn Leigh
Discovered on JAZZ FM 91, out of Toronto, 
when I lived up north. Ian is a trumpet player 
with a smooth voice, combined with 
impeccable phrasing. 

Track #3 Come to Me
Artist: Robin Mckelle

 Rochester, NY
Written by: Robin Mckelle
Discovered on Spotify: Just listen
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Larry Beall

Robert Windt, Jazz 
Pensacola Coordinator 
of Volunteers @ Muscle 

Shoals



Track #4 Steppin’ Out
Artist: Kurt Elling

 Chicago, IL
Written by: Joe Jackson
Kurt’s vocals are well known in the world of 
jazz; I especially love what he does with this 
cover of Joe Jackson’s Steppin Out.

Track #5 From Paris With Love
Artist: Melody Gardot

 New Jersey
Written by: Melody Gardot, Pierre Aderne
Discovered on Spotify: I feel like I’m walking 
through the streets of Paris listening to the 
pacing and words of this song.

Track #6 Valerie
Artist: Amy Winehouse

Enfield, England
Written by: Abigail Harding, Boyan 
Chowdhury, David McCabe, 

       Russell Pritchard, Sean Payne
I’m obviously familiar with Amy Winehouse, 
but had never heard Valerie until our 
featured band played it at Jazz Pensacola’s 
first Gallery Night last May.

Track #7 Goin’ To Chicago
Artist: Van Morrison

Belfast, Ireland
Written by: Count Basie, Jimmy Rushing
I have a lot of Van Morrison on my playlists, 
but this rendition of Count Basie’s Goin’ To 
Chicago is amazing.

Track #8 Losing My Religion
Artist: Jacqui Naylor

Saratoga, CA
Written by: R.E.M.  Without a doubt, best 
cover ever of this R.E.M. tune. Great Lyrics.

Track #9 Little Drummer Boy
Artist: Tia Fuller

  Aurora, Colorado
Written by: Harry Simeone, Henry V. Onorati, 
Katherine K. Davis
Discovered Tia scrolling through Spotify: 
Perfect for the season.

Track #10 Blackout
Artist: Bria Skonberg        

 Chilliwack, B.C.Canada
Written by: Bria Skonberg
Sitting in the Jazz Pensacola office a few 
years back, I picked-up a copy of Jersey 
Jazz with Bria Skonberg on the cover.  
Another trumpet-playing vocalist who knocks 
me out with her song writing and 
interpretation of music standards.

Track #11 I Go To Sleep
Artist: Sia         

 Adelaide, Australia
Written by: Ray Davies (Yes, that Ray 
Davies of The Kinks.)
OK, I know, you’re thinking, Sia, really, a Pop 
Singer on your favorites list?
But before becoming a huge songwriter and 
singer, she was playing small clubs, like The 
Bowery Ballroom in New York.  Lady 
Croissant, was recorded in April of 2006, and 
I discovered it thumbing through CDs at 
Central Square Records in Seaside, Florida, 
in 2008. 

Track #12 Picture in A Frame

Artist: Tom Waits
Pomona, California

Written by: K. Brennan, T. Waits

Watching a film one night titled Adrift, about 
a couple stranded on a sailboat in the middle 
of the Pacific after a storm, I pointed my 
phone at the TV screen and Shazam, this 
song popped-up on my phone.

Track #13 Blanket (Live)
Artist: Imogen Heap (Jeff Beck - Guitar)

Romford, England
Written by: Imogen Heap, Peter Akinrinlola
Off a live album recorded at Ronnie Scot’s in 
London. Love the guitar, and the emotion 
Imogen puts into her lyrics.
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Track #14 Zazou (Sweet Sue)
Artist: The Hot Sardines

New York City
Co-founders: Elizabeth Bougerol / 

Evan Palazzo
Written by: Elizabeth Bougerol, Victor Young, 
Will Harris
Caught the Hot Sardines at a Jazz Fest in 
Lewiston, NY, and just loved their energy. 
Elizabeth Bougerol is incredible in person.

Track # 15 Fix It in The Mix
Artist: Kevin Mahogany

Kansas City, MO
Written by: Kevin Mahogany, Dave Stryker
Another artist picked off of JAZZ FM 91, 
Toronto. I am sure musicians will appreciate 
the lyrics.

Chez Bricktop’s
by Carolyn Tokson

Jazz was introduced to the French 
people shortly after WW I by a touring band 
of Black Americans, most famously James 
Reese Europe’s 369th Regimental Band. 
Noble Sissle was a part of the band along 
with over a dozen Puerto Rican musicians 
recruited by Europe himself. Jazz not only 
lightened the hearts of war weary soldiers, 
but it infected the French populace as well. 
By the mid 1920‘s Paris was a haven for 
Black American musicians, writers and 
artists. New Orleans jazz artist Sidney 
Bechet came in 1925 along with Josephine 
Baker in the Revue Nègre. Josephine Baker 
hit Paris like a lightening bolt in her 
supposedly native dance dressed only in a 
string of bananas and a necklace. 

The woman called “Bricktop” was 
already in Paris. Ada “Bricktop” Smith was 
really named Ada Beatrice Queen Victoria 

Louise Virginia Smith. 
Born in 1894, in a small 
town in West Virginia, she 
was the daughter of a 
Black father and a mixed 
race  mother who had 
been born into slavery just 
before Lincoln’s 
Proclamation ending 
slavery. Her grandfather 
was the mother’s Irish-
American slave owner. 
Her nickname “Bricktop” 
came from her red hair 
and freckles. She didn’t 
like the term “Black”. She 

said she was the whitest Black person she 
had ever seen. She and her mother moved 
to Chicago where the young Ada became 
involved in the saloon life there. 

By the time she was 16, she was 
performing and touring as a singer and 
dancer. She moved to NY where she 
performed with Duke Ellington and other jazz 
artists. That’s when she received the 

“Chez Brickton’s, Continued”

Jazz Pensacola Board members 
Carolyn Tokson and Steve 
Douglas recently presented 
a program for the local 
chapter of the National 
League of Pen Women, a 
501(c)(3) organization 
which supports and 
promotes professional 
women in arts, letters and 
music. The program 
highlighted “Chez 
Bricktop’s” in Paris in the 
late 1920‘s to 1930‘s. “Chez 
Bricktop’s” was a nightclub 
owned by Ada “Bricktop” 
Smith, a performer in the US 
and later a club owner in Paris, Mexico 
and Rome. Carolyn talked about 
“Bricktop” and the life in Paris at that 
time. She also sang two French songs 
from 1930.  Steve talked about Django 
Reinhardt and his music and played two 
songs arranged by Reinhardt. This article 
is about Bricktop and that time period.

Sacre Coeur Basilica in 
Montmartre, Paris. Photo by 

Emily Owens. JPG



nickname “Bricktop”. When offered a job in 
Paris, she quickly quit her gig at a large NY 
night club with a 12 piece band and went to 
Paris for a job at Le Grand Duc, a club in 
Montmartre. Paris clubs were small. They 
were called “boites” or boxes and could 
barely hold a dozen people. She sat at a 
table and cried with disappointment. The 
dishwasher and busboy was a young Black 
man named Langston Hughes, who became 
the great poet of the Harlem Renaissance. 
He saw her, dried her tears and gave her a 
bowl of soup. She was in Paris to stay. 

The novelist F. Scott Fitzgerald would 
drop by the club where she worked and offer 
her a ride home at night. He was floating in 
money then and introduced her to Cole 
Porter who hired her to perform and teach 
the latest dances like the Charleston or the 
Black Bottom. Soon she became a favorite 
of the Parisian café society.

Bricktop started managing the clubs 
where she worked and opened her own club 
in 1929 at rue Pigalle in Montmatre, the 
neighborhood surrounding the huge white 
basilica overlooking Paris.  She was known 
for smoking cigars and drinking brandy. She 
wore beautiful designer clothing and a 
feather boa around her neck. Her headliner 
was the cabaret singer Mabel Mercer. 

At a time when most people would not 
have hired the temperamental gypsy 
guitarist, Bricktop made Django Reinhardt 
and his musical partner, violinist Stephane 
Grapelli regulars in her club. Django was a 
Romani-French gypsy guitarist and 
composer who was one of the first to use the 
guitar as the lead instrument. In 1934, he 
formed the Quinette de Hot Club de France 
and became a sensation. Other regular 
performers were Sidney Bechet, Louis 
Armstrong, Ellington and Fats Waller who 
came anytime they were in Paris. Cole 
Porter, the Duke and Duchess of Windsor, 
and the Fitzgeralds frequented her club 
regularly. Pablo Picasso was a great fan of 
hers. Hemingway was there when he could 
find the money. 

The club was a combination mail 
drop, bank, rehearsal hall, and neighborhood 
bar. It was a gathering place for  Americans 
and British ex-patriots. Fred and Adele 
Astaire practiced their dance routines at 
Bricktop’s. Jasha Heifetz, the classical 
violinist, would borrow a violin from the band 
and join in. 

In 1937 Bricktop made jazz history 
with a trans-Atlantic broadcast hosted by 
Edward R. Murrow and featuring Django 
Reinhardt. The next year, her mother died 
and in September 1939, Hitler invaded 
Poland. She could see the script. She closed 
her club and went home to the US. Finding a 
place on a boat leaving France in October of 
1939 was a major challenge, but the 
Duchess of Windsor worked to find her a 
safe berth on one of the last boats to get out 
of France.

Ernest Hemingway and Fitzgerald 
wrote about Bricktop.  Django wrote a song 
entitled “Bricktop”. Cole Porter wrote the 
song “ Miss Otis Regrets”  after he heard a 
remark Bricktop made in conversation. She 
later opened clubs in Mexico City, and in 
Rome. She performed late into her 70’s. 

Bricktop always said she wasn’t a real 
singer. Still, she was a entertainer with her 
own style and she had a marvelous way of 
carrying a song. She said that every time 
she shimmied, some skinny woman lost her 
man. 

What were some of the favorite songs 
of the day?  Carolyn sang “Je Suis Seule Ce 

Montmartre scene. Photo by 
Emily Owens.



Soir “ written by Paul Durand, Jean 
Casanova and Rose Noël. It’s a very sad 
song sung by a woman who is alone on a 
grey Paris night. It was later arranged by 
Django Reinhardt with the guitar as the 
driving force and became the happiest sad 
song ever. Another song “Parle-Moi 
D’Amour” by Jean Lenoir was recorded by 
Lucienne Boyer and is still a classic French 
chanson. Steve played “ Sweet Georgia 
Brown” written by Fats Waller and arranged 
by Django as well as “China Boy” recorded 
by Reinhardt and Grapelli in 1934.

 

What’s Jazzing 
by Carolyn Tokson

Here’s hoping that you and yours had 
a holiday season that was inspiring and full 
of joy. Now that we have passed the Winter 
Solstice, we will have longer days and more 
light. That to me is an encouraging sign. Let 
us go into this new year with renewed vigor  
and hope. 

Jazz Pensacola has a calendar of 
events lined up to keep us jazzing into the 
springtime and the forty-year celebration of 
Jazz Pensacola. Yes! Forty years is a long 
time for a small jazz society to survive.  
Congratulations to Dr. Norman Vickers and 
Joe Occipinti for their vision so many years 

ago and their perseverance and support 
through the years. 

Jazz Pensacola member Thom 
Botsford, who in November of last year 
graced our newsletter with an article about a 
“blindfold test” with Dr. Norman Vickers, 
recently presented an interesting program 
entitled “The Personal Power of Music” at 
the Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Pensacola. Thom discussed the importance 
of music in a person’s life and talked about 
his sax life and long fascination with the 
saxophone. He described the jazz albums 
and artists who influenced him as a young 
boy and his journey that led him to the 
saxophone as an avocation that has been 
meaningful in his life. He also played a few 
pieces. Thom, a retired professor of English 
and communication at Pensacola State 
College, plays in Infusion, a jazz band of 
local musicians.  

Congrats again to pianist Bobby van 
Duesen and Sue Straughn who were listed 
as 2022 Winners in the In Weekly. Bobby 
graced our stage for an event in July when 
Sue was our MC. Very special 
congratulations to Schmidt’s Music, a long 
time supporter of Jazz Pensacola JazzFest. 
They were chosen by CivicCon as the Best 
Small Business of the Year. Dave 
Schmidt, who has been a board member for 
the past 6 years, recently sold his business 
to his employees. Sadly Dave’s board term 
ends in June. Thanks to Vicki Sylte who 
was a great help with the food donations at 
the Jingle Jazz; it was good to have her 
father-in-law Tom Sylte, a past board 
member in attendance. 

Jazz Pensacola members are 
saddened by the recent passing of formerly 
active members Larry Beall and Norman 
Roberts. Larry, a retired professor of 
economics was the author and force behind 
the Vickers Artist in Residence Fund 
(VARF). His wife Kathy Beall was the 
Secretary of the Board of Directors for two 
terms. Norman Roberts, a local pharmacist, 
a saxophonist and clarinetist, was for many 

“Regardless of what you play, the biggest thing 
is keeping the feel going.”

- Wes Montgomery -

Jazz Pensacola would like to 
welcome new members:

David Garcia
Jeremy Smith



years a regular at our jazz functions with his 
wife Josie.  Our thoughts are with Kathy 
and Josie at this time. It is a difficult reality 
that health and age related issues keep 
many of our older members from attending 
events as they once did. 

We welcome new members David 
Garcia and Jeremy Smith. 

If you are a fan of Latin music, you 
might want to watch the film “Lost City” 
about the days in Havana before and after 
the Cuban revolution in 1959. Directed by 

and starring Andy Garcia, the film is rich in 
colorful history, beautiful scenery, marvelous 
music and dancing. It features Garcia, Bill 
Murray and Dustin Hoffman as well as a 
huge cast of musicians and other fine actors. 
But the music alone is enough to 
recommend it. I watched it on Amazon 
Prime. 

Would you like to write an article for 
our newsletter? Please contact me at 
ctokson@hotmail.com.

Save the Dates!  Upcoming Events Sponsored by Jazz Pensacola 

Monday, January 2, 2023 Jazz Jam at the 
Odd Colony Brewing Co. on North Palafox 
St. Music begins at 6:30 PM. A food truck in 
back offers food. Donations appreciated. 
Professional and amateur instrumentalists 
and vocalists welcomed.

Tuesday, January 3, 2023, Free Jazz by the 
Book concert with Joe Occhipiniti and his 
JazzAbouts from 1-3 PM at West Florida 
Public Library at Spring St.

Monday, January 16, 2023, Jazz Pensacola 
Gumbo with the Glenn Parker Band at 
Phineas Phogg’s in Seville Quarter. Doors 
open at 5:30 PM. Music Starts at 6:30 PM 
Admission $10 members, $12 non-members.

Tuesday, January 17, 2023, Free Jazz by 
the Book concert with Joe Occhipiniti and 
his JazzAbouts from 1-3 PM at Tryon 
branch of West Florida Public Library on 
Langley Ave.

Tuesday, January 24, 2023, Free Jazz by 
the Book concert with Joe Occhipiniti and 
his JazzAbouts from 1-3 PM at West 
Florida Public Library at Spring St.

Check out local and area jazz events at 
www.jazzpensacola.com

Happy Jingle Jazz fans. 
Photo by Alice Crann Good.

Saundra Daggs 
performing at Jingle 
Jazz. Photo by Alice 

Crann Good.

Sally and Leland 
Leonard at Jingle 

Jazz.

Steve Douglas at 
December Jazz Jam. 
Photo by Alice Crann 

Good
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