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Save the Dates!  Upcoming Events Sponsored by Jazz Pensacola 

Wednesday, March 1, 2023, Volunteer Cocktail Hour at V. Paul’s Italian Ristorante, 29 N. 
Palafox. 5:00 PM Cash bar  and hors d’oeuvres

Monday, March 6, 2023 Jazz Jam at the Odd Colony Brewing Co. on North Palafox St. Music 
begins at 6:30 PM. A food truck in front offers food. Donations appreciated. Professional and 
amateur instrumentalists and vocalists welcomed.

Tuesday, March 7, 2023, Free Jazz by the Book concert with Joe Occhipiniti and his JazzAbouts 
from 1-3 PM at West Florida Public Library at Spring St.

Monday, February 20, 2023, Jazz Pensacola Gumbo with Jazz Pensacola’s 13th Student 
Competition at Phineas Phogg’s in Seville Quarter. Doors open at 5:30 PM. Music Starts at 6:30 
PM Admission $10 members, $12 non-members. 

Tuesday, March 21, 2023, Free Jazz by the Book concert with Joe Occhipiniti and his 
JazzAbouts from 1-3 PM at the Southside Branch of West Florida Public Library.  

Tuesday, March 28, 2023, Free Jazz by the Book concert with Joe Occhipiniti and his 
JazzAbouts from 1-3 PM at  West Florida Public Library at Spring St. 

Check out local and area jazz events at www.jazzpensacola.com

JazzFest 2023 Is Coming!!!

Saturday and Sunday, April 1 and 2, 2023

http://www.jazzpensacola.com


Come to the Volunteer Meet and 
Greet on March 1 at V. Paul’s

A Meet and Greet Cocktail Hour at V. 
Paul’s Restaurant on N. Palafox is the place to 
sign up to volunteer for Jazz Pensacola’s 
JazzFest 2023. We will meet  Wednesday, 
March 1 at 5:00PM for hors d’oeuvres and a 
cash bar. Robert Windt, Volunteer Coordinator 
will be there with a sign up sheet. We need 
volunteers for various tents and for assistance 
in setting up and taking down all the materials 
in the tents. We need volunteers to hand out 
programs during the festival, people to help 
with selling posters and tee shirts in the 
merchandise tent, folks to assist with bringing 
food to the VIP Tent, tall men or women to help 
with opening and closing the tents in the 
morning and evening and a variety of other 
ways to work as a volunteer. Contact Bob at 
rswindt@aol.com to volunteer. Or better yet, 
come to the Meet and Greet and say “Hello” in 
person. I hope to see you there. 

Jazz Pensacola Announces 
Headliners for JazzFest 2023

Jazz Pensacola is 
proud to announce 
headliners for the 
Jazz Pensacola 
JazzFest 2023. 4 
Korners is back! 
This Atlanta-
based band plays 
jazz fusion and 
their original 

“Journey Music”. 
Jazz Pensacola fans thrilled to them the last 
time they were in town in 2021. Band 
members Clarence “T-lee” Hill leads the 
group on keys with James “JT” Thompson 
on bass, Issac “Ike” Thompson on guitar and 
Jerrod “J-rod” Sullivan on drums. Originally 
from Bartow County, Georgia, this group has a 

close connection with each other and this 
cohesion comes through in their high-energy 
performances. They will remind you of Chick 
Corea’s Electric Band or Weather Report and 
Yellow Jackets. Bring your lawn chairs and 
come be there Saturday, April 1 in Seville 
Square in historic downtown Pensacola. 

Pat Casey and the New Sound out of 
New Orleans will 
finish out the 
festival on 
Sunday, April 2. 
This band consists 
of several 
musicians who 
were nominated 
for the Best of the 
Beat Awards by 
OffBeat magazine 
in 2022. Pat Casey 
was in the running for best bassist, Khris 
Royal for best saxophonist, Ashlen Parker for 
best trumpeter, Julian Addison for best 
drummer, and Oscar Rossignoli for best 
pianist and best jazz artist (extended). Jazz 
Pensacola president Derrick Fishback heard 
them recently at The Spotted Cat in NOLA 
and decided they had to be here for the 2023 
JazzFest. 

Also coming from afar are ZAZU East, 
a French gypsy swing  band originally from 
Arizona, bringing musicians from  
Hattiesburg and New Orleans. ZAZU was 
formed in 2005 in AZ as a tribute to Django 
Reinhardt and the French gypsy style. Over 
the years there have been additions and 
subtractions to the personnel. In 2019, founder 
Steve Douglas left AZ for FL . Leaving ZAZU 
West behind, he hoped to create ZAZU East. 
On guitar are virtuoso player, Marcelo Damon 
Lingle who has intensely studied the 
Manouche style. He has performed with many 
of the greats of the genre and published two 
books on the style as well. Joining Marc is 
guitarist John Saavedra from New Orleans, 
Bob Maksymkow on clarinet and Steve 
Douglas on bass. Following ZAZU East is 
Matthias Williams, saxophonist and 

“Jazz Pensacola Announces …, Continued”

4 Korners

Pat Casey and the New 
Sound
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composer from 
Grenada who wowed the 
audience at a Gumbo 
last year, performing right 
before Pat Casey and 
the New Sound.   

Local bands and 
area musicians leading 
up to the late afternoon 
events on Saturday will 
be Cheryl Jones and 
Co. from Destin. This 
band has been voted top 
awards by many 
magazines and is always 
a popular draw. The 

Steve Gilmore Quartet follows with Mike 
Levine, pianist; Charles Pagano, drummer 
and Bob Maksymkow, saxophonist offering 
a a very fine shift in styles. If three-time 
Grammy award winner Steve Gilmore is not 
enough of a treat, adding  Mike Levine who for 
25 years was the very popular Musical Director 
of Sabado Gigantica variety show from 
Miami, I don’t know what is. If you want piano 
with a Latin tinge, Mike is the man. Local band 
Nobius, voted 2019-2022 best wedding band 
by InWeekly Magazine, really knows how to 
get the crowd dancing. Next, AC3 with the 
three brothers Austin Paul Jr., Aundre and 
Andrew Connor will raise the pitch even 
higher before the evening’s last act 4 Korners 
closes out the day’s events. Sunday 
afternoon features the Band Director’s Band 
consisting of the area’s high school band 
directors, the Downbeat Jazz Orchestra from 
Fort Walton Beach before ZAZU, Matthias 
Williams and the finale with Pat Casey and 
the New Sound. 

Mid-morning both days brings 
performances by the local and area middle, 
high school and college bands. This is 
always a favorite time for families to come out 
and cheer on the younger musicians who are 
carrying on the tradition of jazz music.

The Zazu History
by Steve Douglas

The ZAZU story  begins with a fine 
Flagstaff based gypsy guitarist, Ken (goes by 
Lake), Aurich originally from St. Louis who was 
looking for an upright bassist to form a Django 
Reinhardt style trio. We rehearsed at my home 
in Sedona and played our first gig, a wedding 
reception, at the Lowell Observatory. Flagstaff 
in the dead of winter with heavy snow drifts 
and icy roads is no fun. 

I mean, who gets married in January in 
Flagstaff ? It was the beginning of a long 
friendship in many ways. 

The journey began in 2005. We added 
Larry Czarnecki, another very talented guitarist 
in many styles, and commenced regular 
rehearsals at Lake’s house in Flagstaff. We 
spent the next 2 1/2 years rehearsing and 
developing a strong traditional repertoire. Our 
first trio gig was a Tlaquepaque Arts Village in 
Sedona in September of 2007. We were off 
and running. Often, Lake and I would do a duo 
gig with  ‘Gus’ his phrase sampler with 
prerecorded, (by Lake) rhythm guitar parts 
which made us sound like an authentic trio. 

My contacts in Sedona created many 
restaurant/hotel gigs; Dahl & DiLuca on Xmas 
Eve, Cucina Rustica on NYE, Cucina again on 
Valentine’s with virtuoso guitarist Marc Lingle 
and Larry. We were now an in demand French 
gypsy swing group. We were featured at Jazz, 
Film, Art and Wine festivals throughout AZ. We 

ZAZU West at Mayor's 
International in Phoenix
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saxophonist and 
composer from 

Grenada, will return 
for JazzFest 2023.



were also involved in Art gallery open houses, 
high school demonstrations, arboretum events, 
Civic Arts Awards ceremonies like the Viola 
Awards in Flagstaff. 

We recorded our first CD in December 
2008 along with violin virtuoso, Allen Ames. 
Almost 2 hours of music filling 2 CDs. We did a 
run through and a final take, 
no fixes or adjustments. 
Sounding live as if we were in 
your living room. The ’Soul of 
Paris’ was born. We began 
our long run at the Wineloft in 
Flagstaff and concerts at the 
Old Town Center for the Arts, 
Sedona ‘Jazz at the Church’ 
at St. Luke’s. We played a 
Sedona film festival dinner 
honoring guest of honor Tony 
Curtis and the Discovery 
Telescope grand opening with 
Neil Armstrong the guest of 
honor. 

We were now a regular 
feature in Tlaquepaque 
throughout the year on 
Gallery nights, Luminaria 
Night, ’Strolling’ night and 
other special C of C events. 
Our first venture into the 
greater Phoenix area led us 
to Kazimierz, a local jazz venue where we 
were introduced to Devon Bridgewater on 
violin and trumpet. He had formed a gypsy 
styled band called Nuance years back. We 
continued to perform at all sorts of French 
restaurants , small shopping centers like the 
Hyatt Shoppes or Hillside in Sedona. This 
began another years long association with the 
Sedona Hilton who asked me for jazz 2 nights 
a week. Lake and I playing there inside or out. 
We played many a Thanksgiving Day, Xmas 
Eve or Xmas Day there to big crowds. 

In the summer of 2012 we were 
introduced to Ryan Vance, an ASU classical 
guitar graduate. He played a wicked gypsy 

rhythm called ‘Le Pumpe’, the 2 and 4 pulse so 
necessary in gypsy music. Ryan would figure 
in soon as ZAZU ventured more into 
Scottsdale, Tempe and Phoenix. In the fall we 
were a featured act in the annual Flagstaff 
‘Picking’ in the Pines’ festival. We played an 
hour of swinging’ gypsy tunes to over 3000 
people and sold about 50 CDs. 

Marc Lingle appeared 
again at gigs at the Mad 
Hatter in Tempe and also 
Tlaquepaque. His virtuosity is 
not to be matched. At times 
other gifted players joined us 
to display their gypsy chops. 
Now it seems there was a 
northern and southern version 
of the ZAZU lineup. North was 
myself, Lake, Larry and Allen. 
South was myself, Marc, 
Ryan, Allen or Devon.

In the summer of 2013, 
we hooked up with the MIM, 
(Musical Instrument 
Museum), for their Bastille 
Day  ‘Experience France’ 
weekend event. 2 days and 2 
performances with Marc, 
Ryan, Stephanie Groot on 
violin. We wowed the crowd 
and have been asked back 

every year since. 

Larry is getting much busier with his 
Flagstaff assistant coroner duties, Ryan more 
and more is coming up from the valley for 
Sedona gigs with Lake and I and sometimes 
Allen. In the spring of 2014, Ryan introduced 
us to Michael Fowler, another ASU classical 
guitar graduate, (also plays a mean trombone). 
He played some gypsy guitar, we met at his 
home to test out this version and guess what? 
a new lineup was created. So now, Mike, 
Ryan, Allen and I were a complete band and 
while we were rehearsing regularly, I was 
lining up lots of places to play. Through the 
MIM, I met Janine, the president of the Alliance 

Steve Douglas, bassist in Zazu 
East and Jazz Pensacola board 

member.

“ZAZU History, Continued”



Francaise Phoenix Chapter and soon we 
would be featured at their events. She was a 
super supportive fan and loved our music. 
Phoenix is a ’sister city’ (among others), to 
Grenoble, France. We were again featured for 
a sold out celebration at the Van Buren in 
downtown Phoenix. We played an event for 
the AZ Historical League at the posh Westin 
Kierland hotel. See the picture. Myself, Mike, 
Ryan and Allen all tuxed out. We are now the 
only gypsy band in all of AZ. There had been a 
few others…Hot Club of Tucson, disbanded 
and same with Hot Club of Phoenix. So we 
were it. 

So onward and upward; northern AZ 
events along with PHX area events. We were 
introduced to Jeff Quamo with his doctorate on 
clarinet performance and a music ed degree, 
(high school band director). What he added 
was and is indescribable. Now we were 5 and 
were featured at the MIM, the Nash, (claimed 
PHX jazz venue), French restaurants, Valley 
Bar, Gypsy Bar, wedding receptions, Payson’s 
Jazz at the Community Church, Heard 
Museum and regular slots at Sacred Grounds, 
a  weekly jazz venue. 

I moved from AZ to Florida in 2019 and 
made a deal with Mike to keep ZAZU going as 
ZAZU West and that I would attempt to create 
a functioning band here as ZAZU East. Mike 
has done wonders with the band. With Ryan, 
Jeff, Allen, my French born bass replacement 
and Constance on vocals who sings in French, 
the band is wonderful and busy as ever. 

My friend and fellow gypsy jazz lover, 
Marc Lingle has completed medical school and 
is now Dr. Lingle, Emergency Medicine 
physician at the moment in Hattiesburg. His 
rhythm guitar partner is John Saavedra from 
New Orleans, himself a very accomplished 
player wellknown in that area. For the 
upcoming Pensacola Jazzfest, I’m fortunate to 
have Marc and John and to be joined by 
clarinetist extraordinaire, Bob Maksymkow. 
We’ll put on a great gypsy swing show on 
Sunday afternoon, April 2nd. 

The story behind naming the band 
ZAZU is for me, more than a heartfelt moment. 
During the German Occupation of Paris, the 
young bohemian ‘hipsters’ are big fans of Cab 
Calloway and his nonsense lyrics and 
scatting… ZAZU ZAZU ZAZAH….the kids 
would imitate him. The older Parisiens would 
call them Zazous because of their reverence to 
Cab and his music. They were also big fans of 
the gypsy swing. The German troops stationed 
there were also fans of the music but the 
Fuhrer would not approve so they were told to 
arrest the people listening or playing this gypsy 
music. So in their honor…for their bravery and 
support, I named the band ZAZU which 
seemed appropriate. 

Band member follow ups….Larry 
Czarnecki, soon to retire next year from county 
coroner work has a new band…The Mother 
Road Trio and playing Americana music all 
over Arizona to great success. Lake is having 
hand issues and therefore playing difficulties, 
still in Flagstaff but not playing much. Devon 
Bridgewater has relit the flame under Nuance 
and they’re performing around the PHX area. 

For those of you looking for more gypsy 
jazz, check out these players;

Anything by the Rosenbergs, Bireli La Grene, 
Martin Taylor, (toured with Stephane Grappelli 
for years), John Jorgensen, Paul Mehling, 
leader of Hot Club of San Francisco, Frank 
Vignola, often with Vinnie, Howard Alden, a 
very good friend of mine who played the 
soundtrack of Sweet and Lowdown with Sean 
Penn as a Django player and Dorado Schmidt. 
There are so many more…these give you a 
starting point. https://youtu.be/ANArGmr74u4

“Anybody can make the simple 
complicated. Creativity is making the 

complicated simple.”

- Charles Mingus -

https://youtu.be/ANArGmr74u4


Enjoy Jazz Pensacola’s JazzFest 
2023 in the VIP Tent

If you haven’t already done so, now is 
the time to reserve your seat in the VIP Tent. 
The VIP Tent is reserved for those patrons who 
have made sponsorship donations to fund 
Jazz Pensacola’s Jazz Fest 2023 or for those 
patrons who pay the $50 per person fee. That 
$50 goes to offset some of the expenses of 
Jazz Pensacola’s FREE two-day JazzFest. 

The VIP Tent provides the VIP jazz fans 
a place to sit and have light snacks and 
refreshing drinks. Friends enjoy sitting and 
chatting as they listen to the performances. 
Having a table with an umbrella can be handy 
if the weather turns too warm. An added 
convenience is the Port-A -Potty reserved for 
patrons of the VIP Tent. 

To be a VIP patron is easy. Call the 
Jazz Pensacola office at 850-433-8382  
between 8 AM to 12 noon to pay by credit 
card. Or send a check to the office at Jazz 
Pensacola, 3 West Garden St., Suite 418, 
Pensacola, FL 32502. Write VIP in the memo 
line. Hope to see see you there!   

West Florida Libraries of Escambia 
County and Jazz Pensacola Expand 
Jazz by the Book and Emphasis on 

the Jazz Room

Jazz Pensacola is a partner with the 
West Florida Libraries of Escambia County in 
the expansion of Jazz by the Book which 
offers two free monthly concerts on the first 
and fourth Tuesdays of the month in the Spring 
St. main branch. The library administration 
under the direction of Todd Humble is now 
expanding the project to include area branch 
libraries as well. Concerts have already drawn 
new patrons to the Bellview and the Tryon 
branches. The next scheduled Jazz by the 
Book concerts are March 7 and 28 at the 
Spring St branch with an additional concert at 
the Southwest branch at 12248 Gulf Beach 
Highway on March 14 from 1-3 PM. 

This project is a culmination of the long 
established relationship between Dr. Norman 
Vickers, the founder of the Jazz Society of 
Pensacola, and the library administration. The 
Friends of the Library has provided funds to 
match annual donations by Jazz Pensacola 
members. In past years, the society has 
presented concerts, lecture and movie series 
in the larger downstairs conference room there 
as well. Thanks to a gift from Dr. Bob 
Andrews, the library now houses a grand 
piano which has been used in a series of 
concerts too.  

A substantial monetary gift by a 
deceased member of the society, Ralph 
Knowles, was instrumental in establishing the 
Jazz Room in the 2012-2013 library 
expansion. Pensacola’s Jazz Room came 

Patrons enjoying the VIP Tent. Photo 
by Derrick Fishback.

ZAZU East Comes to Jazz 
Pensacola JazzFest 2023

Steve Douglas, bassist and guitarist, 
is a member of the Board of Directors of 
Jazz Pensacola who moved to our fair city a 
few years ago from Arizona. A founding 
member of ZAZU West, he is bringing the 
popular gypsy jazz sound to Pensacola with 
ZAZU East. The following article is about 
the formation and growth of that  band. We 
look forward to the performance of this 
special group here on our stage in April.
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about as a gift to honor Mr. Knowles’ late wife 
Janet after her death; for several years he also 
funded a Super Gumbo in November until that 
date was given to the event funded by a much 
larger Arts, Culture and Entertainment ACE 
grant. The jazz-themed area has actually 
expanded into three rooms and the 
neighboring hallway. The Jazz Room itself 
houses a collection of jazz books, CDs, 
DVDs and play-along books and recordings 
currently valued at over $20,000.

Adjacent to the Jazz Room are two 
smaller study rooms with walls decorated by 
beautiful jazz paintings from a series by local 
artist Nina Fritz and fine photographs of jazz 
greats such as Ella Fitzgerald, Duke 
Ellington, Charlie Parker Miles Davis and 
Louis Armstrong. These artworks have been 
donated by the artist and by various members 
of Jazz Pensacola. Outside the Jazz Room in 
the hallway are framed artworks and posters 
that also celebrate jazz and local jazz 
musicians such as Joe Occhipinti who was 
inducted in to the Gulf Coast Ethnic and 
Heritage Festival Hall of Fame a few years 
ago. Presently, Joe O is the leader of the 
group offering the Jazz by the Book concerts. 
He is joined by local musicians including 
trumpeter Roger Villines, a past president of 
Jazz Pensacola; saxophonist Lukas Ali Hein; 
drummer and vocalist Leah Yelverton; bassist 
Mark Hayden; keyboardist and vocalist Chris 
Saunders. Often  John Fountain is there on 
guitar. Two-time winner of the world 
championship Old Time Pianist Award, Bobby 
van Duesen recently delighted the audience 
with his appearance. There were 
approximately 100 patrons at that concert. 

Such jazz concerts in a public library 
are rare. The Jazz Room itself is the only such 
separate room in a public library in the US. 
The Anacortes Public Library in Anacortes, 
Washington, contains a collection of similar 
items made possible by a bequest from the 
estate of Patricia Manieri in honor of her 
husband. However, that library does not have 
a separate room with a door. The collection is 
in a corner near front of the library in an area 

which houses the library’s collection of cds. 
Musical instruments and art work the on the 
wall draw attention to the collection of books 
and cds. The Manieri Endowment funds 
second Sunday concerts at the Anacortes 
library and seeks to cultivate a passion for jazz 
and swing. 

Members of the Jazz Room Committee 
are Dr. Vickers, Roger Villines, Joe Occhipinti, 
Justine Ward and Carolyn Tokson. For 
information regarding the concerts, contact 
Lindsey Corey at 850-438-5060 ext. 17642 at 
the Spring St. branch. 

Funding for the Jazz by the Book 
concerts is made possible through the library 
systems’ funding and donations from members 
of JazzPensacola. If you would like to be a 
part of this special project, contact Dr. Norman 
Vickers at nvickers1@cox.net or call him at 
850-324-5022. All checks must be made out 
to Jazz Pensacola; write library concerts on 
the memo line. Mail a donation to the Jazz 
Pensacola office at 3 West Garden St. Suite 
418, Pensacola, FL 32502.  You may also 
call 850-433-8382 to pay by credit card with 
Raveen Kyles, Jazz Pensacola’s Operations 
Manager. Be sure to designate that the gift 
is for the library concerts. Jazz Pensacola 
appreciates your attendance and support 
of these concerts which are free to all. 

An Interview With Leah 
Yelverton, Drummer

By F. Norman Vickers 

Leah Yelverton sitting at the drums.
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FNV: Leah, you are native Pensacolian, I 
believe. Tell us about your family and growing 
up here. 
LY: I was actually born in Seattle, Washington, 
but we moved to Gulf Breeze when I was five. 
My dad had grown up here and wanted us (my 
sister and I) to have the same experience of 
growing up in a close-knit community. I loved 
growing up here and was fortunate to have 
friends who also enjoyed creative pursuits and 
to get to spend lots of time with my 
grandparents and extended family. 
FNV: Tell us about your early musical 
experiences. 
LY: My parents both love music, and we 
always had a piano and music in the house. As 
I child I took piano lessons and really enjoyed 
it - some of my favorite experiences were 
learning songs for the annual sonata contest 
that Pensacola Music Teacher’s Association 
put on. In fourth grade I began drum lessons, 
and was very fortunate to study with Wayne 
Webster, a wonderful instructor who had 
actually played with the President’s Own 
Marine Band! He was truly instrumental in my 
growth as a percussionist. Together we studied 
marimba and tympani, snare and drumset, and 
he shared with me some valuable techniques 
that he had learned from the jazz drummer 
Alan Dawson. 
FNV: Yes, I would see the late drummer Alan 
Dawson at the Dick Gibson Denver Jazz 
Parties. He was inspiring. The times I went, 
Gibson would have 60 of finest jazz musicians
—both US and international. 
FNV: Tell us about some of your memorable 
musical experiences. 
LY: There are so many, but I really love it when 
I am experiencing joy when I am playing. 
Some of these recently include playing with my 
ukulele group, the Ukuladies, at a retirement 
home in Gulf Breeze….. we performed 
Christmas carols for them and they really 
seemed to appreciate it. Also, I love it when I 
am playing and look out and see people 
dancing or enjoying the music, too…. this 

happened recently at a library gig downtown, 
and that is memorable to me. 
FNV: Yes, you perform more or less regularly 
with Joe Occhipinti’s jazz group at the 
downtown library. It meets 2x month. Tell me 
about your experience there. 
LY: Yes, I love doing this! Imagine a room full 
of people who are all there just to experience 
music together, not because they have to, but 
because they want to. It is just a really nice 
space to try out new musical ideas and share 
music with people whom I might not otherwise 
have a chance to meet. I like that it is open to 
whoever wants to come and that it is free….. it 
is fun to look out and see little kids come in 
right along with older folks. 
FNV: What are your future musical goals? 
LY: Well, I would like to spend a bit more time 
with the marimba and vibraphone…... I really 
love these instruments but haven’t played 
them as much in recent years. I also might like 
to try out some jazz vibes (vibraphone)……. 
and to learn a bit more about jazz chords.
FNV: Leah, thanks for sharing with our 
readers. I look forward to seeing/hearing you 
frequently.

What’s Jazzing
by Carolyn Tokson

The Jazz Jams are a lively time on 
the first Monday each month. You don’t want 
to miss the upcoming one March 6 at Odd 
Colony Brewing Co. on N. Palafox. The 
February Jam brought a talented group of 
musicians with Dylan Ellsworth on alto sax, 
David Garcia on trombone, Adam Cooper 
on tenor sax. There were plenty of  guitars 
with Laws Savage and Jacobi Williams 
joining Jim Green and Walt Katner. The 
jammers and Roger Villines and the house 
band are sure to brighten your blue Monday. 

Pensacola Children’s Chorus will be 
offering an interesting program“ One World, 
Many Voices” Saturday, March 4, 2023 at the 
First Baptist Church here in town. Tickets are  

“What’s Jazzing, Continued”



available through PensacolaSings.org/
performances.

Congratulations to Gino Rosaria 
whose new hit “Take it Uptown” with Jason 
Jackson made it to the 
Billboard Top 30 Smooth 
Jazz Airplay by mid-
February. 

Condolences to 
the family of Jim Grimes 
who died recently. Jim 
was a manager of WEAR 
TV, a guitarist, and he 
himself paid for the only 
out of town jazz star, 
Chuck Wayne, for the 
first JazzFest of 1983. 
Wayne was the first 
guitarist for George Shearing when 
Shearing moved from Britain to the US. 

This is a short column this month very 
simply because our emphasis is on 
preparation for Jazz Pensacola’s Jazz Fest 
coming up April 1 and 2, 2023. Make plans. 
Mark your calendars. Be there.

Jazz Pensacola Seeks Donations 
for its Student Competition in 

March

Jazz Pensacola is presenting its 
13th Student Competition on 
Monday, March 10, 2023 in Seville 
Quarter.  Since the inception of the 
competition in 2010 Jazz 
Pensacola has awarded 
approximately $35,000 to student 
musicians. Please join Jazz 
Pensacola members in becoming a 
member of JETS, our Jazz 
Education Team Supporters, by 
contributing $100. We are a small 
501(c)(3) and your support is 

important to us. Write a check and send it to 
Jazz Pensacola, 3 West Garden St., Suite 418, 
Pensacola, FL 32502-5633. Note JETS in the 
memo line. Or pay by credit card by calling 
850-433-8382 during office hours Monday 
through Friday 8 AM until Noon. Or donate on 
our website at www.jazzpensacola.com All 
donations are tax-deductible contributions. 

Gamaliel Harris of Northwest Florida 
State College,

Are you a member of Jazz Pensacola? 

There are many benefits to joining our 501(c))3). The first is the knowledge that you as a jazz 
fan are an active participant in keeping the legacy of jazz alive and passing it to the younger 
generation. Jazz is our nations’s own music, a genre that comes from the mixing of musical 
styles from various sources to invent a marvelously enjoyable new form of music. Secondly, 
you become a part of a social milieu that lends itself to making friends. Almost all of my 
dearest friends are people I met through Jazz Pensacola. We meet and listen to music, share 
a meal and drink a glass of wine while we are being entertained by some really talented 
musicians. And we dance! A conversation with the person seated at your table could lead to a 
lifelong friendship. Several marriages have come about because of two people meeting at a 
jazz event or getting to know each other by coming with a friend to one of our Jams or 
Gumbos. Getting involved as a volunteer leads to a degree of community involvement which 
broadens a person’s life style. All of us are geared to want to belong to a tribe. This is a very 
fine tribe of like minded people who  share a common enjoyment and respect for jazz. It allows 
us to expand our knowledge of this genre and to do so in a community environment. We are 
an organization which aims to bring together people of diverse ages and backgrounds in our 
common love of jazz. Come join us today.  

http://www.jazzpensacola.com


2022-2023 Membership Application 

Date:         

New Application 
Renewal 

 
Payment Method 
 Cash  Credit Card  Check 
 
Membership Level (see back for details) 
 Basic  Sustaining  Advanced 
 Individual - $40 annually  Silver - $5 per month  Partner - $150 
 Couple – $60 annually  Gold - $10 per month  Patron - $200 
 Corresponding - $20 annually  Platinum - $15 per month  Benefactor - $500 
 Student - $5 annually    Champion - $1,000 
 Schoolwide - $150 annually     
 
Additional Donation 
Amount: $   VIP  JETS  General Fund 
 

 

 

Name(s):    

Address:    

City / State/ Zip:    

Home Phone:   Cell Phone(s):  

Email(s):     
 

What are your jazz interests? 

Are you a musician? If so, what instrument and/or vocalist? 

 
Are you willing to help Jazz Pensacola by volunteering? 

Current/Past Occupation and/or Special Skills? 

 

How did you hear about Jazz Pensacola? If you were referred, by whom? 

  

3 West Garden Street, Pensacola FL 32502 
(850) 777-6355 


